
A Study of The Holy Spirit -  #4 – The Work of The Holy Spirit - Miraculous Spiritual
Gifts!

Introduction;
A. The rise of mysticism and emotionalism has played a large role in attributing to the Holy Spirit

things that we can be certain should not be.
1. Professed Divine revelation 
2. Professed miracles – 
3. Professed spiritual contacts and direct faith
4. Professed direct leading

a. True spirituality is – Fearing God, and keeping His commandments as defined by His word.
B. As we  turn our attention to the specifics of how the Holy Spirit works in God’s Revelation and the

use of miraculous spiritual gifts.

II. WHAT ARE THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS WE ARE TALKING ABOUT?  –
A. 1 Corinthians 12:8-11

1. “for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge
through the same Spirit, [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by
the same Spirit,

2. [10] to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. [11] But one and the
same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

B. These Can be grouped together - as Intellectual, Exhibition and Language
1. Intellectual Power -

a. word of wisdom – insight into true nature of things – W.E. Vine
b. word of knowledge – Ability to know, store & recall spiritual truths -
c. Faith – Special faith involved in the working of miracles – (not subjective faith that every

Christian must have!) – [JFB] - not of doctrines,  but of miracles: confidence in God,  by the
impulse of His Spirit,  that He would enable them to perform any required miracle (compare
#1Co 13:2 Mr 11:23 Jas 5:15).

2. Exhibition of “Miraculous Faith” –
a. Healing –plural,  "healings"; referring to different kinds of disease which need different kinds

of healing (#Mt 10:1).
b. Miracles –  those here meant must refer to miracles of special and extraordinary POWER (so

the Greek for "miracles" means); for example,  healings might be effected by human skill in
course of time; but the raising of the dead,  the infliction of death by a word,  the innocuous
use of poisons,  etc.,  are miracles of special power. Compare #Mr 6:5 Ac 19:11.

c. Prophecy - The prophet was one who,  under divine impulse,  spoke words given by the Holy
Spirit. Here,  probably,  not in the wider sense of public teaching by the Spirit (#1Co 11:4,5
14:1-5,22-39); but,  as its position between "miracles" and a "discerning of spirits" implies,
the inspired disclosure of the future (#Ac 11:27,28 21:11 1Ti 1:18),

d. Discerning of spirits - The power of reading hearts and determining whether men spoke by
the divine spirit,  or some other impulse. 

3. Miraculous Use of Language
a. Divers kinds of tongues. - He who spoke with tongues, spoke languages that he had never

learned. See #Ac 2:6-8
b. Interpretation of tongues, - the ability to explain the meaning of those who spoke with

tongues. 
4. DELINEATED BY PAUL...
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a. These gifts are called "spiritual" (Grk., pneumatikos) - 1 Co 12:1; 14:1 (NKJV) - 1 Now
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: — 14:1 - Pursue love,
and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.
(1) Implying that which is of the Spirit, and not natural
(2) They all come from the one and same Spirit - 1 Co 12:11 (NKJV) - 11 But one and the

same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
b. These "spiritual" gifts were visible and audible evidences of the Spirit's influence

C. Not all Christians had these "spiritual" gifts; some may have had no such gift at all
1. E.g., not all could speak in tongues - 1 Co 12:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 And God has appointed these

in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret?

2. Some were even "ungifted" (NASB) - 1 Co 14:16,23-24 ("uninformed", NKJV)
a. 1 Corinthians 14:16 (NKJV) - 16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who

occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not
understand what you say?

b. 1 Corinthians 14:23-24 (NKJV) - 23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one
place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all prophesy, and an
unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.

D. Possession of these "spiritual" gifts did not ensure spiritual maturity
1. The brethren at Corinth came short in no gift - 1 Co 1:4-7 (NKJV) - 4 I thank my God always

concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 5 that you were
enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony of
Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

2. Yet they were noted for being "carnal" and "babes" - 1 Co 3:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 And I, brethren,
could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you
with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now
you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions
among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of
Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal?

E. These "spiritual" gifts could be abused, but also controlled
1. Used for personal benefit, contrary to their purpose (see below) - 1 Co 14:1-5

a. 1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (NKJV) - 1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that
you may prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for
no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies
speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies
himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but
even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with
tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.

2. Used improperly, to the shame of the congregation - 1 Co 14:23
a. 1 Corinthians 14:23 (NKJV) - 23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one

place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?

3. Used properly, to the edification of all - 1 Co 14:26-32
a. 1 Corinthians 14:26-32 (NKJV) - 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come
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together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there
be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 28 But if there is no
interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two
or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to another
who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may
learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the
prophets.

III. HOW WERE THEY RECEIVED IN THE N.T.?
A. DIRECTLY

1. Only on two recorded occasions,
a. The apostles, at Pentecost – Acts 2:1-4

(1) Acts 2:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.

b. The household of Cornelius, - Acts 10:44-46
(1) Acts 10:44-46 (NKJV) - 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit

fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who believed
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify
God. Then Peter answered,

c. By Necessary Inference - Paul (born out of season)
B. BY THE LAYING ON OF THE APOSTLES HANDS

1. On Every Other Occasion
a. The Samaritans – Acts 8:14-19 (NKJV) - 14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem

heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 15 who,
when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For
as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 And when
Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he
offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands
may receive the Holy Spirit.”

b. The Ephesians –  Acts 19:6 (NKJV) - 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

c. The Romans – Romans 1:11 (NKJV) - 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you
some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—

1

d. Timothy - 2 Timothy 1:6 (KJV) - Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the
gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 
(1) 1 Tim. 4:14 (KJV)  Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by

prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery
(a) Though the Greek "with" implies that the presbyter's laying on hands was the mere

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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accompaniment of the conferring of the gift (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
(b) And "by" (in 2 Tim 1:6) implies that Paul's laying on his hands was the actual

instrument of its being conferred (ibid.)

IV. WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THESE SPIRITUAL GIFTS?
A. Confirmed Both Messenger & Message!

1. Mark 16:20 (NKJV) - And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them
and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.

2. Hebrews 2:1-4 -  Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest
we drift away. [2] For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, [3] how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard Him, [4] God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?
a.  Our Objective –  The Holy Spirit’s Primary Work Was To Reveal The Truth & Have It

Recorded –
b. To Confirm With Signs & Miracles The Claims & Teachings of Those Selected By God

Through Whom The Holy Spirit Revealed This Truth. . .
c. The Work of Confirming The Word Was Completed When The Word Was Recorded

–Therefore Miracles and Signs are no longer taking place because their purpose has been
long since completed.

B. In the Old Testament:
1. Exodus 4:1-8 (NKJV) - Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me

or listen to my voice; suppose they say, 'The Lord has not appeared to you.' " [2] So the Lord said
to him, "What is that in your hand?" He said, "A rod." [3] And He said, "Cast it on the ground."
So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. [4] Then the Lord
said to Moses, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail" (and he reached out his hand and
caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), [5] "that they may believe that the Lord God of their
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." [6]
Furthermore the Lord said to him, "Now put your hand in your bosom." And he put his hand in
his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, like snow. [7] And He said,
"Put your hand in your bosom again." So he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of
his bosom, and behold, it was restored like his other flesh. [8] "Then it will be, if they do not
believe you, nor heed the message of the first sign, that they may believe the message of the latter
sign. 

2. Exodus 4:28-31 (NKJV) - 28 So Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent him,
and all the signs which He had commanded him. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered
together all the elders of the children of Israel. 30 And Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord
had spoken to Moses. Then he did the signs in the sight of the people. 31 So the people believed;
and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on
their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshiped.

3. Exodus 6:28 -7:5 (NKJV) - 28 And it came to pass, on the day the Lord spoke to Moses in the
land of Egypt, 29 that the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the Lord. Speak to Pharaoh king
of Egypt all that I say to you.” 30 But Moses said before the Lord, “Behold, I am of
uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh heed me?” 1 So the Lord said to Moses: “See, I have
made you as God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet. 2 You shall speak
all that I command you. And Aaron your brother shall tell Pharaoh to send the children of Israel
out of his land. 3 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My signs and My wonders in
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the land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh will not heed you, so that I may lay My hand on Egypt and
bring My armies and My people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great
judgments. 5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on
Egypt and bring out the children of Israel from among them.”

4. Numbers 16:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 And Moses said: “By this you shall know that the Lord has sent
me to do all these works, for I have not done them of my own will. 29 If these men die naturally
like all men, or if they are visited by the common fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me.
30 But if the Lord creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with
all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these
men have rejected the Lord.”

5. Deuteronomy 4:32-40  (NKJV) - 32 “For ask now concerning the days that are past, which were
before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to
the other, whether any great thing like this has happened, or anything like it has been heard. 33
Did any people ever hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have
heard, and live? 34 Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a nation from the midst of
another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before
your eyes? 35 To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord Himself is God; there is
none other besides Him. 36 Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that He might instruct you;
on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words out of the midst of the fire. 37
And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them; and He
brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty power, 38 driving out from before
you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land as an
inheritance, as it is this day. 39 Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the
Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. 40 You shall
therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you today, that it may go
well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land
which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.”

6. Joshua 2:9-11 (NKJV) - 9 and said to the men: “I know that the Lord has given you the land,
that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted
because of you. 10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you
when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on
the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as we
heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone
because of you, for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

7. 1 Kings 18:21-24, 30-39 (NKJV) - 21 And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long
will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.”
But the people answered him not a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a
prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Therefore let them
give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the
wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put
no fire under it. 24 Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the
Lord; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” So all the people answered and said, “It is
well spoken.”
a. 1 Kings 18:30-39 (NKJV) - 30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So all

the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. 31
And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to
whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” 32 Then with the
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stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord; and he made a trench around the altar large
enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces,
and laid it on the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt
sacrifice and on the wood.” 34 Then he said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second
time; and he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a third time. 35 So the water ran all
around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water. 36 And it came to pass, at the time
of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, “Lord
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and
I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. 37 Hear me, O Lord,
hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned
their hearts back to You again.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt
sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the
trench. 39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord,
He is God! The Lord, He is God!”

C. In the New Testament: of Jesus
1. Matthew 9:1-6 (NKJV) - 1 So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 2

Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said
to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” 3 And at once some of the
scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts,
said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven
you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on
earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your
house.”

2. Matthew 11:2-6 (NKJV)   And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent
two of his disciples [3] and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?"
[4] Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: [5]
The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised
up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. [6] And blessed is he who is not offended
because of Me." 

3. John 2:1-11, 23 (NKJV) - 1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. 2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3
And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 Jesus
said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were set there
six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty
or thirty gallons apiece. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of
the feast.” And they took it. 9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made
wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew),
the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, “Every man at the
beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You
have kept the good wine until now!” 11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. 
a. John 2:23 (NKJV) - 23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast,

many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.
4. John 3:1-2
5. John 5:31-36
6. John 10:22-25, 37-38

Page 6 of  10



7. Acts 2:22 (NKJV) - 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by
God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know—

8. Acts 10:38  (NKJV) - 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with Him.

9. John 20:30-31 (NKJV) - And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book; [31] but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

10. Of Others:
a. Mark 16:15-20 (NKJV)  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature. [16] He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned. [17] And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; [18] they will take up serpents;
and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the
sick, and they will recover."  [19] So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was
received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. [20] And they went out and
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the
accompanying signs. Amen. 

b. Romans 15:19 (NKJV) ----  in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God,
so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of
Christ.

c. Acts 14:3 (NKJV) ---- Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord,
who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by
their hands.

d. 1 Cor. 2:4-5 (NKJV) ----  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words
of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, [5] that your faith should
not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

e. 2 Cor. 12:12 (NKJV) ---- Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with
all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.

f. Ephes. 3:3-5 (NKJV) ---- how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I
have briefly written already, [4] by which, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), [5] which in other ages was not made known to the sons
of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

V. WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE GIFTS?
A. Some gifts revealed God's will (e.g., wisdom; prophecy)

1. Other gifts confirmed God's will (e.g., tongues, miracles)
2. Gifts were of little value unless truth was being revealed - 1 Corinthians 14:6 (NKJV) - 6 But

now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to
you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?

3. Prophesy more highly regarded than tongues - 1 Corinthians 14:5 (NKJV) - 5 I wish you all
spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than
he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.

B. For the purpose of Revelation & Confirmation 
1. Ephesians 4:11-13 (NKJV) -  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, [12] for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, [13] till . . .
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2. TILL = STOP 
a. [13] till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a

perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;
(1) Unity of the Faith.

(a) Jude 3;
(b) Galatians 1:23 (NKJV)  But they were hearing only, "He who formerly persecuted us

now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy."
(2) Knowledge of the Son. - 2 Peter 1:3
(3) A Perfect Man

(a) Col. 1:28 (NKJV)  Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

(b) 2 Tim. 3:16,17
(4) Measure of Christ

(a) Col. 2:6-10 (NKJV)  As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him, [7] rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been
taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. [8] Beware lest anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to Christ. [9] For in Him dwells all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and you are complete in Him, who is the head of
all principality and power.

(b) Galatians 1:7-8 (NKJV)  which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the gospel of Christ. [8] But even if we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

(5)  1 Cor. 13:8-10 (KJV) - Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall
vanish away. [9] For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. [10] But when that which
is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

3.  Prophecies, - Shall Fail;
4. Tongues, - Shall Cease;
5. Knowledge, - Shall Vanish Away. 

a. Miraculous Spiritual Gifts Would End!
6. 1 Cor. 13:8-13 (NKJV) - [8]   Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail;

whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
a. [9]   For we know in part and we prophesy in part.[10] But when that which is perfect has

come, then that which is in part will be done away. [11] When I was a child, I spoke as a
child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away
childish things. [12] For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know
in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. [13] And now abide faith, hope, love,
these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

b. NOTICE THE BUT of VRS 10
(1) We know what “that which was in part” was –

(a) Ek merous = The spiritual gifts God used in revealing His will . . . . (Prophecy,
Tongues, Knowledge) – As well as the signs used to confirm that revelation

(2) Therefore we can know what “that which is perfect” is – 
(a) Teleios = The completed and perfected revelation of God’s will to man, (The Bible)

c. The part is of the same nature as the whole: ie - a slice of an apple pie is part of the whole
apple pie.
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VI. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Spiritual gifts were important in the establishment and organization of the New Testament church.

1. Provided a full and final revelation of God’s word
2. Confirmed Both Messenger & Message!
3. Yet spiritual gifts, the miraculous manifestations of the Spirit, were simply a means to an end...

& Did end!
B. 1 Cor. 12:28-30 (NKJV) - And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second

prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties
of tongues. [29] Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?
[30] Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
1.  Apostles Age 

a. Enabled the speaker to communicate in language(s) he hadn't learned. 
b. Guided them in the execution of penalties upon the wicked. 
c. Protected them from such things as poisonous serpents. 
d. Enabled them to fortell future events. 
e. Empowered them to raise even the dead. 
f. To heal all manner of diseases. 

C. First apostles. In the first rank or order; or as superior in honour and in office. He has given them the
highest authority in the church; he has more signally endowed them and qualified them than he has
others.
1. Teachers—who taught, for the most part, truths already revealed; whereas the prophets made

new revelations and spoke all their prophesyings under the Spirit's influence. As the teachers had
the "word of knowledge," so the prophets "the word of wisdom" (1 Cor. 12:8). Under "teachers"
are included "evangelists and pastors."

2. Miracles—literally, "powers" (1 Cor. 12:10): ranked below "teachers," as the function of
teaching is more edifying, though less dazzling than working miracles.

3. Gifts Of Healings, - The power of healing those who were sick. 1 Corinthians 12:9. Compare
James 5:14,16.

4. Helps, governments— lower and higher departments of "ministrations" (1 Cor. 12:5); as
instances of the former, deacons whose office it was to help in the relief of the poor, and in
baptizing and preaching, subordinate to higher ministers (Acts 6:1-10; Acts 8:5-17); also, others
who helped with their time and means, in the Lord's cause (compare 1 Cor. 13:13; Numbers
11:17). The Americans similarly use "helps" for "helpers." And, as instances of the latter,
presbyters, or bishops, whose office it was to govern the Church (1 Tim. 5:17; Hebrews 13:17,
24). These officers, though now ordinary and permanent, were originally specially endowed with
the Spirit for their office, whence they are here classified with other functions of an inspired
character. Government (literally, "guiding the helm" of affairs), as being occupied with external
things, notwithstanding the outward status it gives, is ranked by the Spirit with the lower
functions. Compare "He that giveth" (answering to "helps")—"he that ruleth" (answering to
"governments") (Romans 12:8). Translate, literally, "Helpings, governings" [Alford].

5. diversities of tongues— (1 Cor. 12:10). "Divers kinds of tongues.“
D. Ephesians 4:11-13 (NKJV)  

1. And He Himself gave some to Be Apostles,
2. Some Prophets,
3. Some Evangelists, 
4. And Some Pastors 
5. And Teachers, 

a. [12] for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
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Christ,
E. Imparted by Laying on of the apostles hands . . . 

1. Timothy – 1 Tim. 4:14 (KJV)  Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 

2. 2 Tim. 1:6 (KJV)   Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which
is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 
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