
Galatians 6:9 



Galatians 6:1-3 (NKJV)  
1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore 

such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 
considering yourself lest you also be 

tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, 
and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if 

anyone thinks himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  



Galatians 6:4-7 (NKJV)  
4 But let each one examine his own work, 
and then he will have rejoicing in himself 
alone, and not in another.  5 For each one 
shall bear his own load.  6 Let him who is 
taught the word share in all good things 

with him who teaches.  7 Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever 

a man sows, that he will also reap.   



Galatians 6:8-10 (NKJV)  
8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the 

flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to 
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting 

life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we 
do not lose heart.  10 Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 
to those who  are of the household of faith.  



 2 Thess. 3:13 — “brethren, do not grow weary in doing 
good.”  

 James 5:7 — “be patient, brethren, until the coming of 
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit 
of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the 
early and latter rain.” 

 Revelation 2:10 — “Do not fear any of those things 
which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about 
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.” 



 Matthew 24:13 — “But he who endures to 
the end shall be saved.”  

 Luke 18:1 — “Then He spoke a parable to 
them, that men always ought to pray and 
not lose heart,”  

 Heb. 12:3 — “For consider Him who 
endured such hostility from sinners against 
Himself, lest you become weary and 
discouraged in your souls.”  



 Matthew 22:34-40 - I don’t have much 
problem with the “Love the Lord” part of 
this passage, but I must admit that I have 
had some neighbors (whether physical or in 
this sense “love thy neighbor” concept that 
are nearly impossible to love.   

 Does God really expect me to love them? 

 Matthew 5:43-48 - Sure sounds like we 
have to learn to love the unlovable! 

 



 Loving those we find irritating 
is not easy.   
 Doesn’t seem natural.  So 

how do we do it? 
 We must have the capacity to 

do it, or else God would not 
have asked us to do it. 

 We will consider some 
principles from Romans 12.  



 You are not the first & only person asked to 
love the unlovely, or deal with the 
unreasonable, or difficult people. 

 Consider David with Saul 
 The man threw a spear at him! Not once 

but twice.  (1 Sam. 18:10-16 & 19:8-10). 
 Yet, on two occasions David deliberately 

chose to spare Saul’s life (1 Sam. 24:1-7; 
26:1-ff) and even grieved when he died 
(2 Sam.1:11-ff). 

 Consider the apostle Paul 
 Escaped his own countrymen by being let 

down threw an opening in the wall in a 
basket (Acts 9:23-25).  



 Consider, Christ our Lord 
 Came with the purest & greatest of 

motives (Luke 19:10), yet was rejected 
(John 1:5, 11), even in his hometown 
(Luke 4:16-30). 

 When was the last time you were arrested on 
totally false charges? beaten? murdered? 

 Take courage from the fact that you are not 
alone! 
 1 Cor. 10:13 
 Heb. 12:1-3 

 Jesus has not asked you to do anything that 
He did not do Himself! 



 Our struggle is with evil - 
Eph. 6:12 

 God specializes in healing bad 
relationships - In light of 
Rom. 3:23 it shouldn’t 
surprise us when someone 
treats us badly. Because all 
have sinned,  everyone has 
the potential of inflicting 
hurt. 



 Must choose our weapons carefully – 
good not evil! 

 2 Cor, 10:4 

 If we are going to out duel the Devil 
we must choose our weapons 
carefully. Carefully choose the 
weapons we use to aggressively attack 
evil. 

 Should not use evil when wronged for 
at least two major reasons: 

 Evil is not as powerful as good. 



 Must strive for the discipline to 
control our words as well as our 
actions. 

 What is meant by cursing? 
 What is meant my blessing? 

 Luke 23:34 - Jesus on the cross 
  Acts 7:60 - Stephen while being 

stoned 
  Job 42:10 - after being slandered by 

his friends 
  1 Cor. 4:12-13 



 Put yourself in the other 
person’s place and try to 
understand their feelings, 
thoughts, and position. 
(Romans 12:15-16) 

 Stephen Covey – “Seek first 
to understand, then to be 
understood.” 

  Understanding the person’s 
reasons will help you 
discipline your reaction. 



 Romans 12:17-19 

  Revenge is not on “our end 
of the stick.” 

 Revenge is even one of the 
names God wears (Yahweh 
Gmolah) 

 Jeremiah 51:56 

 Deut. 32:35 

 Vengeance always belongs to 
God and never belongs to us. 

I make all 
the rules 
around 

here 



 In his book, A Tale of Three 
Kings, Gene Edward talks 
about throwing spears.  

 Saul throws a spear at 
David & what does David 
do besides duck?  Or 
rather what doesn’t David 
do?  He doesn’t throw it 
back.  

 Resists the temptation to 
seek revenge.   

I make all 
the rules 
around 

here 



 Master the situation rather than 
letting the situation master you. 

 1 Thess. 5:15 “seek to do good 
to one another and to all” 

 Don’t simply do or say the first 
things that comes to your mind (or 
mouth).  Plan ahead.  Pray ahead. 
Search and search for the right 
thing. 

 We are involved in a battle – don’t 
face the enemy without a battle 
plan!  



 Live at peace with EVERYONE – that’s 
the goal! 

 We should strive to win the war, by 
planning good things,  and also win the 
peace. 
 A cease-fire does not make for 

peace. 
 Hebrews 12:14 

 Our goal should be the restoration of 
relationships – turning enemies into 
allies. 
 Matthew 5:9 

 If it is possible . . . 



 “Give a place for Him” 
 God really can do something to heal 

broken relationships and bring 
peace. Nothing is too big or too bad  
-- make Him the “third party” in 
broken and hurting relationships. 

 It’s kinda’ like setting a table for you 
and the person who is being difficult.   
 Set a place for God.  If both parties 

conducted themselves with an 
awareness of the presence of God 
would things change?  What if only 
you recognized this reality? 

 Don’t crowd God out!  Turn to prayer.  
Talk to God at the first sign of trouble. 

 Let me suggest three reasons why God 
can help you with bad relationships. 

    a. God judges 
     (1) You are 

in no position to judge the difficult 
person – don’t know what’s in their 
heart; don’t know what they deserve. 

    b. Your knowledge 
of any situation is at best partial – God 
knows all. 

     (1) Hebrews 
4:12-13 

    c. God cares 



 Don’t crowd God out!  Turn to prayer.  
Talk to God at the first sign of trouble. 

 Let me suggest three reasons why God 
can help you with bad relationships. 
 God judges - You are in no position 

to judge the difficult person – don’t 
know what’s in their heart; don’t 
know what they deserve. 

 Your knowledge of any situation is at 
best partial – God knows all.- 
Hebrews 4:12-13 

 God cares 
 GOD HEALS….. 



 Find a need in the life of the other 
person 
 In the text we find an enemy who is 

hungry or thirsty.  Your enemy may 
not lack these things, they will lack 
something. May not be literal food 
for which they are hungering. 

 This will help you take the focus off 
yourself and force you to try to 
understand the other person. 

 Look at your resources. 
 What do you have to give?  Take an 

inventory of what is at your 
resources. 

 Heap good! 



 Dan Allender in “Bold Love” states: “Evil cannot 

tolerate the intrusion of goodness.  Evil has its own 
snarl, dress code, favorite beer, and sports team, and 
when someone comes into its lair sporting a smile, out 
of fashion wide lapels, and a root beer, it can hardly 
bear to coexist with this alien and stranger.  It depends 
on its ability to mock and shame the intruder into 
retreat … in other words goodness has the power to 
expose and shame the one who did harm.  Shame is the 
experience of having the curtain lifted and being 
recognized as the wizard of a sham kingdom… for that 
reason, I understand the metaphor of heaping burning 
coals on the head to mean offering goodness that 
surprises, supplants and shames the sin of the one who 
does harm, lest it remain and destroy his heart.. Shame 
can be a severe mercy, a gift of sight that either 
hardens or softens the heart.” 
 



Matthew 11:28,29 
Hebrews 12:1-3;  13:5,6 


