
AN IN DEPTH STUDY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Lesson Two - Who and What Is The Holy Spirit /Nature Of

Intro:
A. As we noted in our first study of this in-depth look into the Holy Spirit, there is a lot of confusion,

mis-information and lack of understanding of the Holy Spirit as a whole.
1. This is no different for the subject that we are to look at today - Who and What is the Holy Spirit.

a. It is NOT some mystical super-natural force like electricity as some have suggested.
b. But, a knowable entity/being that has been made known to us thru the Holy Scriptures.

2. We must therefore appeal once again to our source that we established in our first lesson.
B. In this study we are going to look at:

1. How the word “Spirit” is used in the New Testament Scriptures
2. And How The Holy Spirit is a Personage

II. How is the word “SPIRIT” used in the New Testament Scriptures!
A. “spirit” - pneuma (pneu'ma, (4151) - primarily denotes the wind (akin to pneoµ (pneoµ), to breathe,

blow); also breath; then, especially the spirit, which, like the wind, is invisible, immaterial and
powerful. The N.T. uses of the word may be analysed approximately as follows:
1. the wind, John 3:8
2. the breath, 2 Thess. 2:8
3. the immaterial, invisible part of man, Luke 8:55
4. the disembodied (or ‘unclothed,’ or ‘naked,’ 2Cor. 5:3, 4) man, Luke 24:37
5. the resurrection body, 1 Cor. 15:45
6. the sentient element in man, that by which he perceives, reflects, feels, desires, Matt. 5:3; 26:41
7. the equivalent of the personal pronoun, used for emphasis and effect:

a. 1st person, 1 Cor. 16:18; cp. Gen. 6:3;
b. 2nd person, 2 Tim. 4:22; Philm. 25; cp. Ps. 139:7; 
c. 3rd person, 2 Cor. 7:13; cp. Isa. 40:13; character, Luke 1:17 

8. moral qualities and activities: bad, as of bondage, as of a slave, Rom. 8:15; Proverbs 14:29;
9. the Holy Spirit, e.g., Matt. 4:1
10. ‘the inward man’ (an expression used only of the believer, Rom. 7:22; 
11. unclean spirits, demons, Matt. 8:16
12. angels, Heb. 1:14
13. divine gift for service, 1 Cor. 14:12, 32
14. by metonymy, those who claim to be depositories of these gifts, 2 Thess. 2:2
15. the significance, as contrasted with the form, of words, or of a rite, John 6:63
16. a vision, Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10.”

a. Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand
Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell) 1981.

B. When God chose words for the Spirit, He chose a word in both the Hebrew and the Greek languages
that means breath, wind, disposition, spirit.
1. So as we have seen we can find verses where the word for "spirit" has each of these meanings.

a. Breath (Job 9:18; Acts 17:25).
(1) Job 9:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 He will not allow me to catch my breath, But fills me with

bitterness.
(2) Acts 17:25 (NKJV) - 25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed

anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.
b. Wind (Exodus 14:21; John 3:8).

(1) Exodus 14:21 (NKJV) - 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord
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caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry
land, and the waters were divided.

(2) John 3:8 (NKJV) - 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but
cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

2. Sometimes the problem is deciding whether the word spirit means "disposition" or a being
known as the “Holy Spirit.”
a. Disposition: "What will ye? Shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of

gentleness? (1 Cor. 4:21).
b. Holy Spirit: "Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19)
C. The word Spirit is used in 3 distinct ways:

1. OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT – 
a. The body without spirit is dead - (James 2:26) (NKJV) - 26 For as the body without the

spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
2. OF ATTITUDE - - ie....”The spirit of....”

a. Bondage/Adoption (Rom. 8:15) (NKJV) - 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

b. Stupor / Slumber (Rom. 11:8) (NKJV) - 8 Just as it is written: “God has given them a spirit
of stupor, Eyes that they should not see And ears that they should not hear, To this very day.”

c. Antichrist (1 John 4:3) (NKJV) - 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have
heard was coming, and is now already in the world.

d. Truth (1 John 4:6) (NKJV) - 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not
of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

e. Gentleness / Meekness (Gal. 6:1) (NKJV) - 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass,
you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you
also be tempted.

f. Wisdom (Exo. 28:3) (NKJV) - 3 So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I
have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments, to consecrate
him, that he may minister to Me as priest.

3. Of The HOLY SPIRIT 
a. As A Helper - (John 14:26) (NKJV) - 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father

will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things
that I said to you.

b. As Empowered by - (Acts 2:1-4,17,33)
(1) Acts 2:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one

accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.

(2) Acts 2:17 (NKJV) - 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will
pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your
young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.

(3) Acts 2:33 (NKJV) - 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you
now see and hear.
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c. As Revealer –  (Ephesians 3:3-5) (NKJV) - 3 how that by revelation He made known to me
the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and
prophets:

d. As Confirmer- (Hebrews 2:4) (NKJV) - 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

D. This is how the word “Spirit” is used in the New Testament Scriptures

III. The HOLY SPIRIT is a PERSONAGE!
A. Basic Idea: An Individual With Conscious Existence

1. Definition: “Person” 
a. “A self conscious rational being” (Webster Encyclopedic Unabridged dictionary English

Language, 1989 edition, pg 1075).
2. Definition: “Being”

a. “Existence as opposed to non existence; that which exists in any form, whether actual or
ideal” (Webster)

b. “Conscious existence” (Am. College Encyl. Dict.)
B. By person we are referring to an existing individual.

1. He shall TEACH you all things. (John 14:26) (NKJV) - 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that I said to you.

2. He shall BEAR WITNESS. (John 15:26) (NKJV) - 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I
shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will
testify of Me.

3. He shall GUIDE you into all truth. (John 16:13)(NKJV) - 13 However, when He, the Spirit of
truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

4. The Spirit GIVES LIFE. (Gal.6:8)(NKJV) - 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

5. He makes INTERCESSION for us. (Romans 8:26)(NKJV) - 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps
in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

6. The Holy Spirit CONVICTS. (John 16:8)(NKJV) - 8 And when He has come, He will convict
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

7. The Holy Spirit SPEAKS. (John 16:13, I Tim.4:1)
a. John 16:13 (NKJV) - 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you

into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will
speak; and He will tell you things to come.

b. 1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV) - 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

8. The Spirit is TRUTH. (I Jn.5:7) (NKJV) - 7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.

C. The Holy Spirit IS:
1. Is Eternal - Hebrews 9:14 (NKJV) - 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through

the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God?

2. Is Invisible - Luke 24:39 (NKJV) - 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle
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Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”
3. Has a Mind - Romans 8:27 (NKJV) - 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind

of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
4. Knows things - 1 Cor. 2:11 (NKJV) - 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the

spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of
God.

5. Able to Grieve - Eph. 4:30 (NKJV) - 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you
were sealed for the day of redemption.

6. Can be Vexed - Isa. 63:10 (NKJV) - 10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; So He
turned Himself against them as an enemy, And He fought against them.

7. Comforts - John 14:16-17 (NKJV) - 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you
and will be in you.

8. Begets - James 1:18 (NKJV) - 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that
we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

9. Guides - John 16:13 (NKJV) - 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He
will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

10. Bears Witness - Rom. 8:16 (NKJV) - 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God,

11. Teaches - John 14:26 (NKJV) - 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said
to you.

12. Hears - John 16:13 (NKJV) - 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will
speak; and He will tell you things to come.

13. Speaks - 1 Tim. 4:2 (NKJV) - 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared
with a hot iron,

14. Forbids - Acts 16:6-7 NKJV) - 6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of
Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had
come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them.

15. Searches - 1 Cor. 2:10 (NKJV) - 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the
Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

D. The Holy Spirit is Distinct (much like our finger prints separate us from all other humanity)
1. Proceeds from the Father - thus not one and the same - John 15:26 - 26“But when the Helper

comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the
Father, He will testify of Me.

2. It is not the son - John 16:7-10 - 7“Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that
I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send
Him to you. 8“And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment: 9“of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10“of righteousness, because I go
to My Father and you see Me no more;  .  . . . . .

3. Note the use of “Personal Pro-Nouns” - John 16:13-15 - 13“However, when He, the Spirit of
truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14“He will glorify Me,
for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15“All things that the Father has are Mine.
Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.
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E. Thus the Holy Spirit Is A Personage - A “Person” -- With “Life, Thought, Volition, Action,
Influence”
1. Can Be Lied To (Acts 5:4) (KJV) - But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to

lie to the Holy Ghost, . . .? [4] . . . thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 
2. Can Be Grieved (Eph 4:30) (NKJV) - 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom

you were sealed for the day of redemption.
3. Can Be Resisted (Acts 7:51) (NKJV) - 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and

ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.
4. Forbids (Acts 16:6) (NKJV) - 6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of

Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.
5. Speaks (1 Tim 4:1) (NKJV) - 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will

depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,
6. Searches (1 Cor. 2:10) (NKJV) - 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the

Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.
7. Judges (Acts 15:28) (NKJV) - 28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon

you no greater burden than these necessary things:
8. Teaches (John 14:26) (NKJV) - 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send

in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said
to you.

F. BUT ALSO, The Holy Spirit Is Divine, and Is Deity/God!
1. Acts 5:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a

possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought
a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4
While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control?
Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

1

IV. In Conclusion:
A. In Our Study of The Holy Spirit We Have Noted:

1. Our Source Of Information?  - The Scriptures!
2. The Word Spirit is Used in Reference to:

a. The Human Spirit
b. Attitude
c. Holy Spirit

B. The Holy Spirit Is A Person
C. In Our Next Study We will Examine how the Holy Spirit is–DIVINE!

1. And how there is one God, (Divine Nature), comprised of three distinct Divine Persons – The
Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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