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 Why This Study:
 It is said of history that the generation            

that does not learn from the mistakes 
of the past are doomed to repeat them with 
greater effect.

 It is thus imperative that we know something 
about the history of the church and to see the 
mistakes and uniqueness of what the Lord said 
- “I will Build My church!” - Matthew 16:18.
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 The Definition: “Ekklesia” {church| :

 From "ek", meaning out of,

 and "klesis" meaning a calling (Kaleo, 
to call)....Vine's.

 According to the Englishman’s Greek 
Concordance this term is used 115 times in 
the N.T.

 It is a collective noun.
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 The Definition: “Ekklesia” {church| :

 This term was applied by the Greeks to 
anybody of people called out from their 
business or homes:

 To discuss affairs of State.....Acts 19:39 or

 Of a riotous mob....Acts 19:32, 41.

 This term is used in the sept. of the people 
of  Israel...Acts 7:38 ; Judges 21:8 ; I Chron. 
29:1.
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 While the term “church” - signifies no more than a 
"called out body, congregation" the church of 
Christ has a much more restricted and important 
significance.

 It is used by our Lord to describe His body of redeemed 
people... Matthew 16:18.

 It is an institution composed of immersed believers who 
have been called out from the world, and associate 
themselves together to worship God "in Spirit and in 
Truth.".... John 4:24.
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 The term “church” –
 Is a spiritual house over which Christ reigns as Head... 

Eph. 1:22-23, in which the Holy Spirit dwells...cf I Peter 
2:5,9 ; ICor. 3:9.

 IT IS NOT :
 A MATERIAL BUILDING: - ACTS 7:38 ; 17:24 ; AN EARTHLY KINGDOM : - JOHN 

18:36-37 ; 6:15

 A JEWISH ASSEMBLY : - JOHN 10:16 ; EPH. 2:14-16 ; GAL. 3:7

 A DENOMINATION : - MATT. 16:18 ; COL. 1:18 ; EPH. 1:20-23

 A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION : - ROM. 13 ; I PET. 2:13-17 ; MATT. 22:17-21

 A BUSINESS INSTITUTION : - I COR. 16:1-2 ; MATT. 6:33 ; II JOHN 9
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 IT IS :
 A SPIRITUAL BUILDING : - I PETER 2:5,9 ; I COR. 3:9

 A HEAVENLY KINGDOM : - ROM. 14:17 ; JOHN 3:5 ; COL. 1:13-
14

 A GENERAL ASSEMBLY : - GALATIANS 3:28

 THE LORD'S CHURCH : - MATT. 16:18 ; EPH. 1:20-23 ; ACTS 
2:47

 AN EVANGELISTIC ORGANIZATION : - EPH. 3:10 ; I TIM. 3:14-
15 ; MK. 16:15-16

 AN EDIFICATION INSTITUTION : - EPH. 4:12-16 ; I THESS. 5:11 
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 Thus: The term is used in a general sense to 
designate all the saved...Matt. 16:18 ; Eph. 
1:22 ; 5:25 ; Col 1:18.

 The word is used of a local congregation 
of God's called out within a definite 
locality: .....I Cor. 1:2 ; II Cor. 11 ; II Thess 1:1 
; also of those who where meeting in 
their homes...Rom 16:4-5 ; Col. 4:15 ; 
Philemon 2.
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 The term is used in a distributive sense.
 Distributive being : "in logic, having reference to each 

individual or group or class considered separately" 
(Century Dict.)

 Acts 5:11  ...fear came upon the church

 Acts 8:1 ....Persecuted the church.

 Acts 8:3 ....to every house.

 In the fourth sense it is used of the church assembled 
together, who have come together for a specific 
purpose...I Cor. 11:18 ;  "in one place" .....  I Cor. 14:23.



 There are five essential criteria that has to be met 
before one establishes the truthfulness of a prophecy.

 The event must be beyond the power of man to foresee.

 It must be demonstrated that the prediction was made 
before the event.

 The prediction must be applicable to the event.

 The language of the prediction must be unambiguous and 
unmistakable.

 The prediction must have a clear and demonstrable 
fulfillment. ---- (The divine Demonstration, H.W. Everest, 
Nashville, Tn.Gospel Advocate Co. 1972 p. 260.)
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 Isa. 2:2-4 ; Micah 4:1-3. The kingdom 
was to be established: 
 In the last days.

 In Jerusalem.

 All nations will flow unto it.

 It will be a peaceable kingdom.
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 The fulfillment can be seen by Peter quoting Joel 
2:28 and marking Pentecost AD.33 as the beginning 
of the "last days."          

 The Lord's house is the church....I Tim. 3:14-15. 
which was established in Jerusalem...Acts 2:47.

 All nations would flow unto it, as the kingdom and 
the church has a world wide commission...Matt. 
28:18-19 ; Mk 16:15-16 ...cf Acts 2:39 ; 10:34-35 ; 
Gal.3:26-29 ; Col. 3:10-11 ; John 10:16
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 "out of Zion shall go forth the law...."

 Disciples where not to depart from Jerusalem... Lk. 
24:46-53.

 The disciples indeed returned to Jerusalem .... Acts 1:12.

 They waited for the promise to come.

 The promise came...Acts 2:1-4.

 A multitude assembled...Acts 2:6.

 Peter preached the first Gospel sermon under the great 
commission.
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 "out of Zion shall go forth the law...."

 He convicted the Jews of having crucified their 
long promised Messiah....Acts 2:36.

 They were pricked in their hearts and asked what 
they needed to do....vrs 37.

 Peter announced the law of pardon for the first 
time in Jerusalem, and probably from Mt.Zion
....(most scholars believe that they were in the 
temple area when the H.S. came..cf Lk. 24:53.)
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 The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; 
Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1

 In the year 606 BC. Daniel prophecies 
concerning the coming Kingdom. Dan. 2:31-
45.

 The image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream 
represented four world empires.

 The head of Gold represented 
Babylonian Empire --- 626 BC. to 536 
BC.
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 The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; 
Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1

 The breasts and arms of silver 
represented the Medo-Persian Empire --
- 536-331 BC  Under rulers such as Cyrus, 
and Darius.

 The belly and thighs of Brass 
represented the Macedonian Empire ---
331-321 BC.  with such rulers as 
Alexander the Great.
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 The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; 
Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1

 The legs of iron and the feet of 
iron and clay represented the 
Empire of the Romans --- 63 BC -
476 AD.

 It is in the days of these kings that 
the kingdom of God shall set up a 
kingdom. 
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 Jesus promised to build His church 
(kingdom) – Matthew 16:18,19

 That the church and the Kingdom 
are identical in the scriptures can 
not be denied. 

 The Words are used 
interchangeably ....Matt. 16:18 ; 
Heb. 12:22-28.
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 The church and the kingdom have 
the same beginning date.

 Mk 9:1 ....kingdom to come with 
power.

 Acts 1:8 ...power to come with 
the Holy Spirit.

 Acts 2:1-4 .. power came on the 
day of Pentecost. AD.30/33.
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 But people were added to the 
church for the first time on the 
day of Pentecost AD.30/33 ..... 
Acts 2:47.

 And they were in the Kingdom 
….. Col. 1:13; Rev.1:9

 Thus the kingdom and the church 
came into effect on the same day.
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 The church and the Kingdom have 
the same beginning place.

 The church began in Jerusalem & 
The kingdom began in Jerusalem 
....Acts 2 (see above).

 The church/kingdom fulfilled the 
prophecy of O.T. scriptures.

 “out of Zion”…. 
1/5/2017

24



 The church and the Kingdom were 
bought with the same blood.

 The kingdom was bought with 
the blood of Christ...Rev. 5:9-10.

 The church was bought with the 
blood of Christ... Acts 20:28.

 Thus the church and the kingdom 
are the same institution.
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 Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47

 The church and the Kingdom have the same ruler:

 Christ is the king of the kingdom....Col. 1:13.

 But Christ is head over the church...Col. 1:18.

 The church and the Kingdom have the same terms 
of entrance:

 One enters the kingdom by a birth of water and of 
the Spirit...John 3:1-5.

 But one enters the church by a birth of water and of 
the Spirit...I Cor. 12:13.
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 Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47

 The church and the Kingdom have the same 
membership:

 The Colossians were in Christ...Col. 1:2, which is 
equal to being in the church...Rom. 6:4 ; Gal. 
3:27 ; I Cor. 12:13.

 But the Colossians had been translated into the 
kingdom...Col. 1:13.

 Thus they were in both the church and the 
kingdom, which are equal and the same institution.
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They both have the same 
memorial:
The Lord's table was to be in the 

kingdom ... Matt. 26:29.

But the Lord's Table was in the 
church at Corinth... I Cor. 11:20-27. 
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 Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47

 Kingdom/church was established on 
Pentecost after the Death, Burial and 
Resurrection of Jesus.
 Mark 9:1 --- Some standing here…. Cf. Acts 2:1-47

 Revelation 1:9 - “I John, both your brother and 
companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ. . .”

 Colossians 1:13 - “He has translated us out of the kingdom 
of darkness, into the kingdom of His dear Son.”
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 The N.T. church was Foretold in O.T. and 
Established in Acts 2

 We will NOTE in Our Future Studies:

 WHAT HAPPENED in the FIRST 65 YEARS

 WHAT OCCURRED IN THE APOSTASY YEARS

 WE WILL TRACE THE church THRU THE DARK AGES

 WE WILL NOTE WHAT TRANSPIRED DURING THE 
REFORMATION MOVEMENT

 And WHAT TRANSPIRED DURING THE RESTORATION 
PERIOD
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 The N.T. church: HAS CHRIST AS ITS FOUNDER & 
BUILDER – Matthew 16:18 – “I Will BUILD”

 WAS ESTABLISHED IN JERUSALEM

 WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE “DAYS of these KINGS” –
Roman Empire – AD 30/33

 HAD NO OTHER CREED other than THE SCRIPTURES

 WORSHIPS AS THOSE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

 IS ORGANIZED AS DIVINELY INSTRUCTED

 And DOES ONLY THE WORK found WITHIN the 
pages of the NEW TESTAMENT – 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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 The N.T. church: The TERMS of ENTRANCE 
ARE THE SAME AS THOSE FOUND REQUIRED OF 
FOLKS 2000 YEARS AGO:
 HEAR

 BELIEVE

 REPENT

 CONFESS THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST

 BE BAPTIZED {IMMERSED} FOR THE REMISSION OF 
SINS

 CONTINUE FAITHFULLY TILL DEATH
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