
MARKS OF DISTINCTION - Part 2 - We ARE SET APART -1 Peter 2:9-10
Introduction:

A. As we closed last month with a study of “love and loving those we just can’t stand” - I want to begin
here by recognizing that Christians are not of this World.

1. Yes we are in the world but as the boat is in the water is not the problem, it is when the water is in
the boat that sinks it - so is a Christian in the world.

2. It is when the world is seen in the actions and behavior of Christians that we have failed to
understand what it means to be set apart - 1 Peter 2:9-10

a.  1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

b. Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV) - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

c. 2 Corinthians 6:17–7:1 (NKJV) - 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate,
says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

d. Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

e. 1 Peter 1:13–17 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as
He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy,
for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

B.  As we look at the distinctive nature of both the Individual and Collective we will note that as children
of God - these are Must’s not suggestions.

II. Matters of Distinction In The church
A. Distinctive Preaching

1. The preaching of Jesus —  (Mt. 7:28-29; Luke 4:31-32; Jn 7:32, 45-46)
a. Matthew 7:28-29 (NKJV) - 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people

were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.

b. Luke 4:31-32 (NKJV) - 31 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching
them on the Sabbaths. 32 And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with
authority.

c. John 7:32 (NKJV) - 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him,
and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him.

d. John 7:45-46 (NKJV) - 45 Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to
them, “Why have you not brought Him?” 46 The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this
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Man!”
2. The preaching of Peter & John — (Act 4:13)

a. Acts 4:13 (NKJV) - 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with
Jesus.

3. The preaching of Paul —  (1 Cor. 2:1-5; Acts 20:20)
a. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (NKJV) - 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with

excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not
to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness,
in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive
words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should
not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

b. Acts 20:20 (NKJV) - 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and
taught you publicly and from house to house,

4. In stressing the importance of distinctiveness, we are referring NOT to style, but to substance —
(Acts 18:24; 1 Cor. 1:17; 2:1; 2 Cor. 10:10; 11:6; 1  Cor. 3:5-9).

a. Acts 18:24 (NKJV) - 24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man
and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus.

(1) 1 Corinthians 1:17 (NKJV) - 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel,
not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.

(2) 1 Corinthians 2:1 (NKJV) - 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with
excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.

(3) 2 Corinthians 10:10 (NKJV) - 10 “For his letters,” they say, “are weighty and powerful, but his
bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.”

(4) 2 Corinthians 11:6 (NKJV) - 6 Even though I am untrained in speech, yet I am not in
knowledge. But we have been thoroughly manifested among you in all things.

b. Gospel preachers are to proclaim the word of God — (2 Tim 4:2; Acts 20:20)
(1) 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) - 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,

rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
(2) Acts 20:20 (NKJV) - 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and

taught you publicly and from house to house,
c. Preaching & teaching must be clear, precise, understandable, unambiguous, and unmistakably

rooted in the Word of God —  (1 Cor. 14:6-12, esp vv. 7-8; Jer. 6:16-19; Ezek. 3:16-19).
(1) 1 Corinthians 14:6-12 (NKJV) - 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues,

what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying,
or by teaching? 7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound,
unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played?
8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 9 So likewise
you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is
spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of
languages in the world, and none of them is without significance. 11 Therefore, if I do not know
the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will
be a foreigner to me. 12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the
edification of the church that you seek to excel.

(2) Jeremiah 6:16-19 (NKJV) - 16 Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the
old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they
said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of
the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 18 Therefore hear, you nations, And know, O
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congregation, what is among them. 19 Hear, O earth! Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on
this people— The fruit of their thoughts, Because they have not heeded My words Nor My law,
but rejected it.

(3) Ezekiel 3:16-19 (NKJV) - 16 Now it came to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the
Lord came to me, saying, 17 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: 18 When I say to the
wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from
his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I
will require at your hand. 19 Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his
wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your
soul.

d. The TRUTH must be spoken in LOVE — (Eph 4:15)
(1) Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) - 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him

who is the head—Christ—
B. Distinctive In Demeanor - Eph 4:1-3

1. Ephesians 4:1–3 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of
the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

C. DISTINCT in Doctrine
1. Ephesians 4:4–6 (NKJV) - 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope

of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all.

a. What A Person Must Do In Order To Be Saved In The Words of Inspired Men – (1 Peter 4:11)
(1) The Alien Sinner - (Rom 10:17; John 8:24; Romans 10:9,10; Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30; Mark

16:15,16; Acts 2:38; 10:47; 22:16; Ro 6:3-6; 1 Pet 3:21)
(a) Romans 10:17 (NKJV) - 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
(b) John 8:24 (NKJV) - 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
(c) Romans 10:9 (NKJV) - 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in

your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
i) Romans 10:10 (NKJV) - 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the

mouth confession is made unto salvation.
(d) Luke 13:3 (NKJV) - 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
(e) Luke 13:5 (NKJV) - 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
(f) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) - 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,
(g) Mark 16:15 (NKJV) - 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature.
i) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) - 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
(h) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

(i) Acts 10:47 (NKJV) - 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”

(j) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) - 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

(k) Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
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Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of
His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves of sin.

(l) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) - 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

(2) The Christian – (Col. 1:23; Rev 2:10; Acts 8:18-24; 1 John 1:9)
(a) Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) - 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and

are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to
every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

(b) Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) - 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you
will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

(c) Acts 8:18-24 (NKJV) - 18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also,
that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “Your
money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with
money! 21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the
sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought
of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound
by iniquity.” 24 Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the
things which you have spoken may come upon me.”

(d) 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) - 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2. The Need To Live In Love & Purity – (Mk 12:29-31; Col. 3:1-14; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Eph 5:1-18; 1
Pt 1:13-18)

a. Mark 12:29-31 (NKJV) - 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear,
O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first
commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”

b. Colossians 3:1-14 (NKJV) - 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who
is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so
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you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.
c. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) - 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For

what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of
the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God,
And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says
the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And
you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.

d. Ephesians 5:1-18 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love,
as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named
among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which
are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let
no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon
the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is
shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are
exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He
says: “Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 15 See then
that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be
drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

e. 1 Peter 1:13-18 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as
He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy,
for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received
by tradition from your fathers,

3. The Need For Positive Divine Authority For Everything Believed, Taught & Practiced - (Mat 21:25;
1 Pet 4:11; Col. 3:17)

a. Matthew 21:25 (NKJV) - 25 The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or from
men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’

b. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) - 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

c. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

d. The Plea For Unity Upon What The Bible Says – (1 Cor 1:10; John 17:20-22; Eph 4:1-6)
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(1) 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) - 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

(2) John 17:20-22 (NKJV) - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe
in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory
which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:

(3) Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your
calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.

1

D. DISTINCTIVE IN ORGANIZATION
1. Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV) - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

a. Apostles, -  Part of the structure through their writings - vrs11; Eph 2:20
(1) Prophets, 

b. Evangelists, - To protect members from error — 13,14 ; To equip members for service — 15,16
(1) Pastors 
(2) Teachers, 

2. Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) - Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ
Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

a.  Elders / Pastors / Bishops - (Acts 14:23; 20:17,28; 1 Pet. 5:1-5; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9)
b. Deacons – (Phili 1:1; 1 Tim 3:8-13)
c. Saints – (Phili 1:1; 1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph 1:1; Col 1:1)

3. Local church autonomy
a. Pastors (bishops; elders), over each local church - (1 Pet 5:1,2; Acts 14:23; Tit 1:5)
b. Christ is Head - Speaks through the Apostles in the New Testament

E. DISTINCTIVE IN IT’S WORK
1. Edification of the church -(Eph 4:11-16)
2. Benevolence to needy saints -  (Rom 15:25-26)
3. Evangelism - (Acts 13:1-3)
4. Nothing else - (Col. 3:17)
5. Many churches engage in things that can’t be found in the NT

a. Secular Education -
b. Politics –
c. Entertainment –
d. Recreation – (Family Life Centers - Poor mens country clubs)
e. Social / community Services –

F. DISTINCTIVE IN ITS CONDUCT
1. Ephesians 4:21–24 (NKJV) - 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the

truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.
2. Things Saints must put Away:

a. Lewdness (4:19)
b. Lying (4:25)
c. Anger (4:26)
d. Stealing (4:28)
e. Corrupt speech (4:29)
f. Evil speech (4:31)

(1) Wrath, anger, malice (4:31)
g. Fornication (5:3)
h. All uncleanness (5:3)
i. Coarse jesting (5:4)
j. Filthiness (5:4)
k. Covetousness / idolatry (5:5)
l. Disobedience (5:6)
m. Drunkenness (5:18)

3. Saints are to walk in LOVE — 5:1-7
4. Saints are to walk in LIGHT — 5:6-14
5. Saints are to walk in WISDOM — 5:15-18

G. DISTINCTIVE IN WORSHIP
1. Ephesians 5:19–20 (NKJV) - 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

2. John 4:23–24 (NKJV) - 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is
Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

3. The New Testament Reveals Five Acts of Worship:
a. Studying God’s Word - (Acts 20:7; Col 4:16)
b. Singing – (Eph 5:19; Col. 3:16)
c. Praying – (Acts 4:23-31; Eph 6:18)
d. Giving (First day of the week) – (1 Cor 16:1,2)
e. Observing The Lord’s Supper (First day of the week) – (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 11:23-26)

III. In Conclusion:
A. As the chosen people of God, we are to be DIFFERENT – 1 Pet 1:13-16; 2:9-12; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1;

Titus 2:11-14
B. We are not to be “conformed” by the world in our thinking, teaching or deeds – Rom. 12:1,2; Col.

2:8,9; Eph 2:2
C. Our distinctiveness comes from following God’s pattern, obeying His word, transforming our minds

and deeds to be in harmony with God’s will — Rom 12:1,2; John 15:3; 17:17; 1 Pet 1:13-17
D. Have you purified your souls in obeying the truth? — 1 Pet 1:22, Acts 2:38

1. Are you living a holy life in service to God? — Rom 12:1,2; Eph 4:21-24
2. If the answer to either of these questions is no — receive the cleansing the blood of Christ provides,

and begin living your life for Jesus, who died for you — Romans 6:3-19; Colossians 2:12,13; 3:1,2
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