
MARKS OF DISTINCTION - Part 1- We ARE SET APART -1 Peter 2:9-10
Introduction:

A. Two weeks ago I went in to have my hair cut and the stylist made this comment after the initial
discussion of “why I am here in Wilmington” - you look and smell like a preacher!

1. At first I was puzzled and asked what does a preacher look and smell like?
2. His answer was swift and to the point - clean and neat.
3. This made me think about us as Christians in the dark world of sin!

a. Do we look and smell like Christians? 
B. As we closed last month with a study of “love and loving those we just can’t stand” - I want to begin

here by recognizing that Christians are not of this World.
1. Yes we are in the world but as the boat is in the water is not the problem, it is when the water is in

the boat that sinks it - so is a Christian in the world.
2. It is when the world is seen in the actions and behavior of Christians that we have failed to

understand what it means to be set apart - 1 Peter 2:9-10
a.  1 Peter 2:9–10 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

b. Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV) - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

c. 2 Corinthians 6:17–7:1 (NKJV) - 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate,
says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

d. Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

e. 1 Peter 1:13–17 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as
He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy,
for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

C.  As we look at the distinctive nature of both the Individual and Collective we will note that as children
of God - these are Must’s not suggestions.

II. As HE who Called you IS Holy, You Also Be Holy In All Your Conduct
A. Distinct in thinking — “gird up the loins of your mind”

1. Distinct in focus — “be sober”
2. Distinct in faith — “rest your hope fully”
3. Distinct in action — “as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your

ignorance”
4. Distinct in behavior & attitude — “conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear"
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B. As the chosen people of God, we are to be DIFFERENT – 1 Pet 1:13-16; 2:9-12; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1;
Titus 2:11-14

1. 1 Peter 1:13-16 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope
fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient
children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am
holy.”

2. 1 Peter 2:9-12 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they
observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

3. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) - 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God
has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My
people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch
what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and
daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

4. Titus 2:11-14 (NKJV) - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

C. We are not to be “conformed” by the world in our thinking, teaching or deeds – Rom. 12:1,2; Col.
2:8,9; Eph 2:2

1. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

a. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.

2. Colossians 2:8 (NKJV) - 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according
to Christ.

a. Colossians 2:9 (NKJV) - 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;
3. Ephesians 2:2 (NKJV) - 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world,

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,
D. Our love and affections should not be set on “worldly” things – 1 John 2:15-17; Col. 3:1,2; James

4:4
1. 1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) - 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

2. Colossians 3:1 (NKJV) - 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
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where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
a. Colossians 3:2 (NKJV) - 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

3. James 4:4 (NKJV) - 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world
is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God.

E. We can only have one master at a time – Mat. 6:24; John 8:34
1. Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) - 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love

the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

2. John 8:34 (NKJV) - 34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin
is a slave of sin.

F. Not a matter of being different just to be different - (a thing is NOT wrong just because the world or
denomination does it)

1. Our distinctiveness comes from following God’s pattern, obeying His word, transforming our minds
and deeds to be in harmony with God’s will — Rom 12:1,2; John 15:3; 17:17; 1 Pet 1:13-17

a. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

(1) Romans 12:2 (NKJV) - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.

b. John 15:3 (NKJV) - 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
c. John 17:17 (NKJV) - 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
d. 1 Peter 1:13-17 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your

hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as
He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy,
for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

III. In Conclusion:
A. As the chosen people of God, we are to be DIFFERENT – 1 Pet 1:13-16; 2:9-12; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1;

Titus 2:11-14
1. 1 Peter 1:13-16 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope

fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient
children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am
holy.”

2. 1 Peter 2:9-12 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they
observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

3. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) - 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God
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has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My
people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch
what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and
daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

4. Titus 2:11-14 (NKJV) - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

B. We are not to be “conformed” by the world in our thinking, teaching or deeds – Rom. 12:1,2; Col.
2:8,9; Eph 2:2

1. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

a. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.

2. Colossians 2:8 (NKJV) - 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according
to Christ.

a. Colossians 2:9 (NKJV) - 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;
3. Ephesians 2:2 (NKJV) - 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world,

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,
C. Our distinctiveness comes from following God’s pattern, obeying His word, transforming our minds

and deeds to be in harmony with God’s will — Rom 12:1,2; John 15:3; 17:17; 1 Pet 1:13-17
1. John 15:3 (NKJV) - 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
2. John 17:17 (NKJV) - 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
3. 1 Peter 1:13-17 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope

fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient
children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am
holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work,
conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

D. Have you purified your souls in obeying the truth? — 1 Pet 1:22, Acts 2:38
1. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) - 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit

in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
2. Are you living a holy life in service to God? — Rom 12:1,2; Eph 4:21-24

a. Ephesians 4:21-24 (NKJV) - 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as
the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that
you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

3. If the answer to either of these questions is no — receive the cleansing the blood of Christ provides,
and begin living your life for Jesus, who died for you — Romans 6:3-19; Colossians 2:12,13; 3:1,2

a. Romans 6:3-19 (NKJV) - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
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should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be
slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead,
dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to
sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves
to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign
in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not
under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to
death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms
because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of
uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as
slaves of righteousness for holiness.

b. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) - 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

(1) Colossians 2:13 (NKJV) - 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

c. Colossians 3:1 (NKJV) - 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

(1) Colossians 3:2 (NKJV) - 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
1

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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