
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF THE N.T. CHURCH
 - Lesson Six - The Restoration Years

Intro:
A. We Have Noted In Lesson One thru lesson Five:

1. What we mean by the term “church”.
2. The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1
3. Jesus promised to build His church (kingdom) – Matthew 16:18,19
4. Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47
5. The first sixty fives years of the New Testament church:

a. The - Growth & Strengthening
b. The Warnings & Problems
c. And the Beginnings of Departure from the Biblical Form
d. The Years Following AD 96

(1)  Which led to “The Falling Away and Apostasy”.
(a)  This  Falling Away and Apostasy in Organization and Doctrine from 100 AD – 1500

AD - led to the formation of the first denomination - “The Catholic church}”
(2) The Rise of this denomination - dominated religious history from 606 AD thru the period

we are to study today - “The Reformation Movement - or commonly known as the
Protestant Movement.
(a) Know as this for the “Protest” against the “holy church - Roman Catholic” as it

became know as.
(b) It was not only a Protest against the “church of Rome” but the “popes of Rome”.

e. The history of the N.T. church during the years of reformation and the rise of denominations.
(1) We saw the results of this reformation movement - looking at the prominent

denominations that came out of this period.
B. In our study today, we want to focus on the years of the RESTORATION movement.

1. Unlike the Reformation Movement - this movement did not try to reform a corrupt church and
its doctrines, but merely said we need to go back to the original and restore what we read in the
Scriptures.

2. It is out of this movement that came many differing churches as well - some that proceeded back
to the original N.T. church but then fell short of actually restoring that was found there.
a. It is out of this movement that accusations against the church today are made by the various

denominations that Alexander Campbell started the “church of Christ”.
b. I believe that after today’s lesson one will note that the Restoration years began long before

Alexander was ever born.
C. Three very powerful readings from the Scriptures will help set the tone of the rest of our study.   In

our O.T. survey we noted many different forms of reformation (especially in the Northern 10 tribes)
and periods of restoration (the good Kings of the Southern Kingdom.)   Remember that there were
no good Kings in the North.
1. King Josiah - 2 Chron. 34:29-33

a. 2 Chronicles 34:29-33 (NKJV) - 29 Then the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah
and Jerusalem.  30 The king went up to the house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem--the priests and the Levites, and all the people, great and small.
And he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found
in the house of the Lord. 

b. 31 Then the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord,
and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and
all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this book.  32 And he
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made all who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants of
Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.

c.  33 Thus Josiah removed all the abominations from all the country that belonged to the
children of Israel, and made all who were present in Israel diligently serve the Lord their
God. All his days they did not depart from following the Lord God of their fathers.
(1) See chapter 35:4,6,18,19.

(a) 2 Chronicles 35:4 (NKJV) - 4 Prepare yourselves according to your fathers’ houses,
according to your divisions, following the written instruction of David king of Israel
and the written instruction of Solomon his son.

(b) 2 Chronicles 35:6 (NKJV) - 6 So slaughter the Passover offerings, consecrate
yourselves, and prepare them for your brethren, that they may do according to the
word of the Lord by the hand of Moses.”

(c) 2 Chronicles 35:18 (NKJV) - 18 There had been no Passover kept in Israel like that
since the days of Samuel the prophet; and none of the kings of Israel had kept such
a Passover as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Levites, all Judah and Israel who
were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

(d) 2 Chronicles 35:19 (NKJV) - 19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this
Passover was kept.

1

2. Nehemiah after the years of Babylonian Exhile - “We noted in a lesson earlier this year on the
attitude the people had towards the Word of God - Neh 8:1-12 - with this reading we want to
note the actions of the people.
a. Nehemiah 8:13-18 (NKJV) - 13 Now on the second day the heads of the fathers' houses of

all the people, with the priests and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to
understand the words of the Law.  14 And they found written in the Law, which the Lord had
commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of
the seventh month,  15 and that they should announce and proclaim in all their cities and in
Jerusalem, saying, 

b. "Go out to the mountain, and bring olive branches, branches of oil trees, myrtle branches,
palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written."  16 Then the
people went out and brought them and made themselves booths, each one on the roof of his
house, or in their courtyards or the courts of the house of God, and in the open square of the
Water Gate and in the open square of the Gate of Ephraim.

c. 17 So the whole assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and sat
under the booths; for since the days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day the children of
Israel had not done so. And there was very great gladness.  18 Also day by day, from the first
day until the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. And they kept the feast
seven days; and on the eighth day there was a sacred assembly, according to the prescribed
manner.

3. In our last reading we will see a fundamental principle of restoration as well as a peoples
response in rebellion against it.
a. Jeremiah 6:16 (NKJV) - 16 Thus says the Lord: "Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the

old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But
they said, 'We will not walk in it.'

b. This same attitude is prevalent today as it was back then, and is certainly true of the
restoration period we are about to study today.

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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D. We will note in our study today:
1. That the “church of Christ” can be traced and noted before this time period of restoration in the

USA.
a. This is in keeping with the O.T. prophecies of the “Kingdom” and Christ’s promise to build

His church that “the gates of Hades would not prevail against it...” -Matthew 16:18-19 
(1) Matthew 16:18-19 (NKJV) - 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

2. Four basic Principles of the Restoration.
3. Some of the men involved in the restoration movement and their short comings and strength’s.
4. The growth and the Uniting forces of this movement.

II. The “church of Christ” in History traced thru the ages. -See Website:http://churches-of-
christ.ws/indextr.htm
A. Anglican clergyman, Dr Daniel Featly, (who was one of the translators of the King James@Bible)

wrote in 1645 of the Churches of Christ meeting in London and elsewhere in his work the 'Dippers
Dipt', took those congregations back to 1525 when he quotes from them 
1. What the photograph reads - "That baptism ought to be received by none, but such as can give

a good account of their faith; and in case any have been baptized in their infancy, that they ought
to he re-baptized after they come to years of discretion, before they are to be admitted to the
Church of Christ." 

2. These churches in the 1600s were in communication with other churches of Christ in America,
nearly two hundred years before Campbell! 

B. In the book “Traces of the Kingdom” by Keith Sisman and other resources we see historically traced:
1. 1699: Furness District of Lancashire in N.W. England, group of 8 churches of Christ
2. Glasgow, Scotland – (1772– in 1818 had 180 members - three elders and four deacons)
3. Tubermore, Scotland – (1798 – 250 members)
4. Manchester, England – (1810 – in 1817 had elders and deacons)
5. Dublin, Ireland – (1810 – in 1818 had 100 members)
6. Even in this country In Massachucetts (Colony Bay) - meeting House of the church of Christ

1710 (see photo)
7. (See Photo) - William Rogers - United with the church of Christ at Cane Ridge in 1807.

C. Much more evidence can be produced of the existence of the church thru history - not only after the
restoration movement years - 1800 - today

III. FOUR PRINCIPLES of the RESTORATION
A. As noted in our previous two studies - The purpose of the reformation movement - to reform Roman

Catholicism – (the reformers accomplished some good along with evil)
1. However, The purpose of the restoration movement - (18th and 19th centuries) - to return to New

Testament Christianity
2. The restoration movement was not an attempt to reestablish the church!  For this was already in

existence.   The movement was designed to return to the “old paths” and to walk there in.
B. The Four basis principles are:

1. New Testament as the Only Authoritative Rule of Faith and Practice. – Thus it is A Pattern.
2. Renunciation of All Human Creeds which Are Divisive by their Very Nature.
3. Restore Apostolic or New Testament Concept of the Church in the Minds of Men.
4. Union of All Christians upon the Basis of the Bible.

C. It is the same principles that we strive for even today.
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IV. Looking at Some Men who were Involved in the Movement
A. Many of these names are not well known names during this time period yet they are all part of this

all important historic period in church history.
B. James O’ Kelly (1735-1826

1. AMethodist preacher: worked in VA & NC
2. Advocated congregational autonomy
3. Disagreed over appointment procedures of the conference
4. 1792: Appealed to the conference for a change in the procedures which was denied – O’Kelly

& 4 others withdrew
5. 1793: Formed the Republican Methodist Church but in 1794: Rejected this name & declared

Bible as sufficient guide
6. Wanted to be known on as Christians
7. He wrote Five Cardinal Principles for this stand:

a. The Lord Jesus Christ as the Only Head of the Church.
b. The name Christian to the exclusion of all party and sectarian names.
c. The Holy Bible, . . .  the Old and New Testaments as the only creed, and a sufficient rule of

faith and practice.
d. Christian character, or vital piety, the only test of church fellowship and membership.
e. The right of private judgment and the liberty of conscience, the privilege and duty of all.

C. Elias Smith - 1769-1846
1. 1789: Baptized into Baptist Church
2. In Spring of 1802 rejected Calvinism
3. Found name of followers of Christ to be Christians - “In the spring of 1802, having rejected the

doctrine of Calvin . . . I found the name which the followers of Christ ought to wear; which was
Christians (Acts 11:26)”

4. Left Baptist & worshiped with 5 members in rented hall
5. Proclaimed Christ as One and Only Lawgiver
6. 1802: Rented a hall in Portsmouth NH
7. Hall burned down on December 26 and began to meet in a school house - “When our number

was some short of twenty, we agreed to consider ourselves a church of Christ, owning Him as
our only master, Lord and lawgiver, and we agreed to consider ourselves Christians, without the
addition of any unscriptural name.”

8. 1803: Smith was visited by a medical doctor and former Baptist preacher – Abner Jones.
D. Abner Jones - (1772-1841)

1. 1801: Broke away from the Baptist church in Lyndon Vermont emphasizing the need to return
to New Testament authority.

2. He and others rejected human names and contended for the absolute authority of the New
Testament.

3. 1803: Elias Smith and Abner Jones joined forces and established churches free of
denominational affiliation.

E. Barton W. Stone - (1772-1844)
1. 1790: Joined Presbyterians & began to preach in NC
2. Moved to Cane Ridge, KY - ordained a minister in Presbyterian Church
3. As he preached – he appealed directly to the Word of God – doubted the scripturalness of the

Confession of Faith.
4. Soon rejected the doctrine of total depravity
5. Began to preach the universality of the gospel and faith as a condition of salvation
6. 1801: Cane Ridge revival –estimated that between 20,000 to 30,000 attended
7. As a result of differences – Stone and 4 others withdrew from the synod
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8. 1803: Formed their own: The Springfield Presbytery – drew up a document - the “Apology of
the Springfield Presbytery” denouncing creeds.

9. 1804: Recognized error and dissolved: The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield
Presbytery

10. More will be said in another segment of this study
F. Thomas Campbell - (1763-1844)

1. Presbyterian preacher in Ireland
2. 1807: Came to America- Synod assigned him to Chartiers Presbytery in PA
3. Preached things contrary to Presbyterian doctrine - Opposed all human creeds - Contended for

all-sufficiency of the Bible
4. 1808: Suspended by the synod but continued to preach wherever he could
5. He concluded one of his sermons with these words - “Where the Bible speaks, we speak, and

where the Bible is silent, we are silent,” 
a. to which Andrew Munro said – “If we adopt that as a basis, then there is an end to infant

baptism.”
6. 1809: Wrote the Declaration and Address – which includes the famous slogan – “in faith unity,

in opinion liberty, in all things charity.”
G. Alexander Campbell (son of Thomas) - (1788 - 1866)

1. 1809: Came to America from Northern Ireland
2. Reunited with his father shortly after his arrival
3. Subject of baptism began to trouble him:

a. Learned infants not proper subjects
b. Learned the action was immersion
c. Learned that confession of faith should precede, not the relating of an experience

4. He and six others were baptized June 12, 1812 by a Baptist preacher – Matthias Luce. -
Practically entire Brush Run church followed example 

5. Aligned themselves with the Redstone Association of Baptist. - Debated with Presbyterians the
mode of baptism.

6. In his debates he pressed that baptism was for the remission of sins and was not to be
administered to be a member of the church.

7. Charged with heresy, but acquitted
8. 1823: Withdrew from Redstone & joined Mahoning Association
9. 1830: Found this to be unscriptural & dissolved association

a. When accused of starting a new denomination he wrote: “But a restoration of the ancient
order of things is all that is contemplated by the wise disciples of the Lord, as it is all that is
wanting to perfection, happiness, and glory of the Christian community . . . ”

V. The Growth and the Uniting Forces of the Restoration Period
A. 1824: Barton W. Stone and Alexander Campbell met for the first time and found their differences

to be minor.
1. Truths readily grasped by the average person – entire groups of denominational people were

baptized for the remission of their sins . . . 
B. 1830: New York Baptist Register – “One half of the Baptist Churches in Ohio had embraced this

sentiment.”
C. Meeting of 1831 between those associated with Campbell & Stone.
D. Men determined to sow nothing but the pure seed of the kingdom – Luke 8:11; 1 Pet 4:11;

1. Luke 8:11 (NKJV) - 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
2. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) - 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
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glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

E. Men determined to return to the New Testament as the sole and sufficient guide of faith and practice
– 2 Tim 3:16,17; 2 Pet 1:3; Jude 3
1. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
a. 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped

for every good work.
2. 2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) - 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and

godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,
3. Jude 3 (NKJV) - 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common

salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.

F. Not perfect in doctrine (Campbells Millennial Harbinger “a journal paper in which he still believed
in the coming kingdom” – but the principle is worthy of pursuit – John 17:20-23; 1 Cor. 1:10-13;
Eph 4:1-6
1. John 17:20-23 (NKJV) - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe

in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory
which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them,
and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

2. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NKJV) - 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

3. Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your
calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.

G. So much more can be said of this movement and the men behind it, however, the principle is simply
the same even today:
1. Anyone with a honest and good heart - who turns to the bible and it alone as their standard will

simply be “Christians” nothing more and nothing less.
2. Will practice what the N.T. church did with the approval of the Holy Spirit.

a. Will not add to nor take away from the Word and God - and stand in the old paths -
regardless of how unpopular this may be to modern ears.

VI. In Conclusion:
A. The One church of the Bible - Eph 1:20-22 (NKJV) - 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised

Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the church,
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1. When we look at Time of Founding ; Place of Founding; The Founder and the Name Associated
with - we see:
a. Pentecost
b. Jerusalem
c. Christ
d. church of Christ (Rom 16:16) (NKJV) - 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches

of Christ greet you.
2. Thru History 96 AD - 1872 AD - the various denominations

a. Can say for certain - these are “NOT the church belonging to CHRIST”
B. The church that belongs to Christ throughout history is bible/scripture focused:

1. Salvation - People believed & were baptized and by that very fact saved from their sins (Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38, 47)
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) - 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

c. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) - 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

2. Assembled - in local churches (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:24,25)
a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
b. Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and

good works,
c. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) - 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

3. Worship - Sang, prayed, gave as prospered, taught the gospel, and partook of the Lord’s Supper
on the 1st day of each week (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians
16:1-2)
a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
b. 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 (NKJV) - 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said,

“Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In
the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

c. Acts 20:7 (NKJV)
d. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have

given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week
let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no
collections when I come.

4. Work - Taught the lost, cared for needy saints, and edified one another (Eph. 4:12; Acts 6:1-7;
1 Cor. 14:26)
a. Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV) - 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the

edifying of the body of Christ,
b. Acts 6:1-7 (NKJV) - 1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,

there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the

Page 7 of  9



disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.
3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And the saying pleased
the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6
whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 7
Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

c. 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) - 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together,
each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.
Let all things be done for edification.

5. Organization - Elders, deacons & saints – (Philippians 1:1; Acts 14:23; 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:1-
13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)
a. Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) - 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints

in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
b. Acts 14:23 (NKJV) - 23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with

fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
c. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood.

d. 1 Timothy 3:1-13 (NKJV) - 1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a
bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife,
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not given to wine,
not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 4 one who rules
his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does
not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a
novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7
Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the devil. 8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith
with a pure conscience. 10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons,
being found blameless. 11 Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate,
faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and
their own houses well. 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves
a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

e. Titus 1:5-9 (NKJV) - 5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the
things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you— 6 if a man is
blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or
insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a
lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful
word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and
convict those who contradict.

f. 1 Peter 5:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be
revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears,
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you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.
2

6. Association – belonged to Christ - (Romans 16:16)

2
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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