
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF THE N.T. CHURCH
 - Lesson Five - The Years Of Reformation & Denominations

Intro:
A. We Have Noted In Lesson One thru lesson Four:

1. What we mean by the term “church”.
2. The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1
3. Jesus promised to build His church (kingdom) – Matthew 16:18,19
4. Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47
5. The first sixty fives years of the New Testament church:

a. The - Growth & Strengthening
b. The Warnings & Problems
c. And the Beginnings of Departure from the Biblical Form
d. The Years Following AD 96

(1)  Which led to “The Falling Away and Apostasy”.
(a)  This  Falling Away and Apostasy in Organization and Doctrine from 100 AD – 1500

AD - led to the formation of the first denomination - “The Catholic church}”
(2) The Rise of this denomination - dominated religious history from 606 AD thru the period

we are to study today - “The Reformation Movement - or commonly known as the
Protestant Movement.
(a) Know as this for the “Protest” against the “holy church - Roman Catholic” as it

became know as.
(b) It was not only a Protest against the “church of Rome” but the “popes of Rome”.

B. In today’s study of how well you know the history of the N.T. church during the years of reformation
and the rise of denominations.

C. After Years of Corruption and Doctrinal Changes this led to a period in time where men said we
need to reform.
1. The Problem and result of this period was the creation of many more denominations.
2. Mainstream (this is the term used for looking at Protestant denominations around the world) and

Mainline (term used of protestant denominations here is the USA)
D. The specific time period we will study here is  - The Reformation Movement - also known as the

“Protestant Movement” 1000A.D.-1800 A.D.
1. The Elements behind the reformation years are:

a. Corrupt practices of Catholicism (popes, indulgences, doctrines)
b. Internal problems leading to split (1054) – Greek Orthodox Established
c. The Inquisition (1229-1834)
d. The Renaissance
e. Translation of Bible into different languages
f. Invention of the printing press in Gutenburg (1454)

E. In Today’s study we will examine the results of this reformation movement - looking at the
prominent denominations that came out of this period.
1. Let us now focus on this period of history and the effects of it on the religious world today.
2. Show chart of the reformation movement.

II. Martin Luther and the Lutheran church:
A. Place: Wittenberg, Germany - (1521)
B. Founder: Martin Luther
C. Prominent Doctrines:

1. Salvation by Faith Only
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2. Baptism – Sprinkling, pouring, infant Baptism
3. Consubstantiation
4. Direct Operation of Holy Spirit

D. Prominent Dates In Lutheranism:
1. October 31, 1517: Luther’s Ninety-five Theses tacked to the door of the Castle Church in

Wittenburg, Germany.
2. 1521: In hiding for fear of his life, Luther translated the New Testament from Erasmus’’ Greek

and Latin texts into German.
3. 1529: Luther wrote his Small and Large Catechisms in which he explains topics such as God's

law, the gospel, Lord’s Prayer, baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
4. 1530: The Augsburg Confession, a statement of faith written by Luther’s associate Philip

Melanchthon. It stresses salvation by grace, while testifying against the abuses of the Medieval
Church.

5. 1537: The Smalcald Articles were written by Luther. It states the doctrine of the Trinity and
Deity of Christ, while emphasizing "we are saved only through faith in Christ.“

6.  February 18, 1546: Death of Martin Luther.
7. 1555: Peace of Augsburg gave each ruler in Germany the right to choose the religion within his

state.
8. 1577: The Formula of Concord was written to unify the Lutheran Church, which had been dis-

orgnized for 30 years. It officially approved all the earlier Lutheran confessions.
9. 1847: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod was founded in Missouri. It has approximately 3

million members, and is the second largest Lutheran Church in the United States.
10. 1960: The American Lutheran Church was formed by the merger of three major Lutheran

Churches. Its present  membership is approximately 2.5 million.
11. 1962: The Lutheran Church in America was formed through the consolidation of four Lutheran

bodies. Its membership is over 3 million.
12. 1967: The Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. (LCUSA) was formed to expedite cooperation among

Lutheran Churches.
13. 1988: Merger of the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America and the

Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches launched the beginning of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

14. 1999: ELCA has over 5 million baptized members, and of these, 2.5 million are counted as
communing and contributing members.

E. Organization:
1.  Local: church council with pastor
2. Synod: pastors & lay representatives
3. General Body
4. Show chart of St. Stephanus Lutheran church - organization

F. Creeds – Lutheran Church:
1. "Creeds are statements of belief, not additions to the Bible; they support the Bible’s teachings."

("About Being Lutheran," p. 4)
2. "Lutherans also adhere to the three ancient creeds of Christianity (the Apostles’, Nicene and

Athanasian Creeds,)...and testify to God’s truth through their own confessions... accurate
interpretations of the Word of God written to correct church errors." - Ibid., p. 6-7.

3.  The Lutheran Church's Confessions of Faith are:
a.  Augsburg Confession (1530)
b.  Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531)
c. Smalcald Articles (1537)
d. Formula of Concord (1577)
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e. Luther's Small and Large Catechisms (1529) 

III. Origin of the Presbyterian Church (1540)
A. Place: Scotland
B. Founders: John Calvin and John Knox
C. Prominent Doctrines:

1.  Calvinism
2. Called the Lord’s Day the Christian Sabbath
3. Baptism by Sprinkling or Pouring

D. Organization:
1. Elders in each congregation
2. Presbytery consisting of a number of churches
3. Annual General Assembly

a. Show chart of unscriptural form of organization.
E. 5 Points of Calvinism

1. T – Total Depravity - (Ezek. 18:20; Mt. 18:3; Rom. 2:10-12; Heb. 12:9)
a. Ezekiel 18:20 (NKJV) - 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of

the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

b. Matthew 18:3 (NKJV) - 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

c. Romans 2:10-12 (NKJV) - 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is
good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 12 For as
many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned
in the law will be judged by the law

d. Hebrews 12:9 (NKJV) - 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and
we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits
and live?

2. U – Unconditional Election - (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9; Mt. 11:28-30; Rev. 22:17)
a. 1 Timothy 2:4 (NKJV) - 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge

of the truth.
b. 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) - 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

c. Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.”

d. Revelation 22:17 (NKJV) - 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who
hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water
of life freely.

3. L – Limited Atonement - (Heb. 2:9; 1 Jn. 2:2; Titus 2:11-12; Mt. 26:28)
a. Hebrews 2:9 (NKJV) - 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for

the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might
taste death for everyone.

b. 1 John 2:2 (NKJV) - 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the whole world.

c. Titus 2:11-12 (NKJV) - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
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righteously, and godly in the present age,
d. Matthew 26:28 (NKJV) - 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for

many for the remission of sins.
4. I – Irresistible Grace - (Acts 7:51; 7:57; 13:46; Lk. 8:11-15)

a. Acts 7:51 (NKJV) - 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always
resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.

b. Acts 7:57 (NKJV) - 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at
him with one accord;

c. Acts 13:46 (NKJV) - 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that
the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.

d. Luke 8:11-15 (NKJV) - 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those
by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while
and in time of temptation fall away. 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who,
when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and
bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having
heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

5. P – Perseverance of the Saints - (2 Pet. 2:20-22; Gal. 5:4; Acts 8:20-23; 1 Tim. 4:1)
a. 2 Peter 2:20-22 (NKJV) - 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn
from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according
to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her
wallowing in the mire.”

b. Galatians 5:4 (NKJV) - 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be
justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

c. Acts 8:20-23 (NKJV) - 20 But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with you, because you
thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 21 You have neither part nor
portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of
this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.
23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.”

d. 1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV) - 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

1

IV. Origin of the Church of England (1534)
A. Place: England
B. Founder: King Henry VIII
C. Reason: Pope refused his request for a divorce
D. Prominent Doctrines:

1. King of England is Head of the Church
2. A Catholic Church under English Rule

E. Interesting History:
1. Brought to America in 1578

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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2. American Revolution destroyed it
3. Reorganized in 1783 as the Episcopal Church

(1) Episcopal Church in America (1783)
(2) Prominent Doctrines:

(a)  Children born in sin; therefore, Infant Baptism
(b) Saved by Faith Only
(c) Jesus dies to reconcile the Father to us
(d) Baptism by pouring or immersion
(e) Observe special days
(f) Believe Ten Commandments still binding 

(3) Form of Government:
(a)  Parish overseen by a Rector (priest)
(b) Wardens – church records and councils
(c) Vestrymen – in charge of church property
(d) Parishes grouped into Dioceses with Bishop as Head
(e) Diocesan Convention annually
(f) General Convention every 3 years – Presiding Bishop

V. Origin of the Methodist Church (1729)
A. Place: England
B. Founder: John and Charles Wesley
C. Prominent Doctrines:

1. Salvation by Faith Only
2. Baptism by Sprinkling, Pouring, or Immersion
3. Infant Baptism - changed reason for it in 1910
4. Instrumental Music acceptable
5. Jesus dies to reconcile God to man

D. Organization:
1. Pastor over local church appointed by Bishop
2. District Conference;  Annual Conference
3. Jurisdictional Conference;  General Conference

VI. Origin of the Baptist Church (1607)
A. Place: Holland
B. Founder: John Smyth
C. Prominent Doctrines:

1. Total Depravity & Salvation by Faith Only
2. Baptism Not essential to salvation
3. Baptism essential to membership in Baptist Church
4. Candidates for baptism must be voted on
5. Impossibility of Apostasy (once saved always saved)
6. Closed Communion observed usually on 1st Sunday of the month

D. Organization:
1. Pastor and Deacons – officers in local church
2. Conventions and Associations

E. Theological Heritage Of The Baptist Church.
1. The first two Baptist churches which were established (Holland and England) were "General"

Baptist churches. This is, they believed in a general atonement for all, thus rejecting Calvinism's
limited atonement.
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2. The first "Particular" (British) church dates back to 1638. The Particular Baptists were
Calvinistic in theology. A third body, the Immersion Baptists, broke away from them, and in
1644 wrote a confession of faith which was very Calvinistic.

3. The first two Baptist churches in America were Particular, or Calvinistic, churches.
4. Certain Calvinistic principles continue to be the theological standard for most Baptists today.

F. The Major Baptist Confessions Or Declarations Of Faith Include:
1. The London Confession of Faith (1644). Issued by seven Baptist churches.
2. The Second London Confession (1677). Strongly Calvinistic.
3. The Philadelphia Confession (1742). Same as the Second London Confession, plus two articles.
4. The New Hampshire Confession (1833). Mildly Calvinistic.
5. Abstract of Principles (1859). Adopted by the Southern Baptist Seminary in 1859, and by the

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1950. A Baptist interpretation of the Westminster
Confession.

6. The Baptist Faith And Message (1925; revised in 1963). Adopted by the Southern Baptist
Convention.

G. Why be concerned about Scriptural organization?
1. Because:

a. Apostasy often begins with changes in organization...
b. We want to be united upon the scriptural pattern. - Christ as Head, speaking through H.S. to

the Apostles who wrote the word down that when we read we can understand.
c. The Organization of a local church is a means of identification.
d. Organization reveals purpose...

VII. In Conclusion:
A. The One church of the Bible - Eph 1:20-22 (NKJV) - 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised

Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the church,
1. When we look at Time of Founding ; Place of Founding; The Founder and the Name Associated

with - we see:
a. Pentecost
b. Jerusalem
c. Christ
d. church of Christ (Rom 16:16) (NKJV) - 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches

of Christ greet you.
2. Thru History 96 AD - 1872 AD - the various denominations

a. Can say for certain - these are “NOT the church belonging to CHRIST”
B. Different churches - Different doctrines

1.  Nature of God and man – Calvinism?
a. Ezek. 18:20ff; Mt. 18:3; 2 Pet 3:9

(1) Ezekiel 18:20-28 (NKJV) - 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the
guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.
21 “But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My
statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 22 None
of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because
of the righteousness which he has done, he shall live. 23 Do I have any pleasure at all that
the wicked should die?” says the Lord God, “and not that he should turn from his ways
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and live? 24 “But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits
iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he
live? All the righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of the
unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them
he shall die. 25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ Hear now, O house of
Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways which are not fair? 26 When a
righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is
because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies. 27 Again, when a wicked man
turns away from the wickedness which he committed, and does what is lawful and right,
he preserves himself alive. 28 Because he considers and turns away from all the
transgressions which he committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

(2) Matthew 18:3 (NKJV) - 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted
and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

(3) 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) - 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

2. Salvation by works alone, by faith alone?
a. Eph. 2:8-9; James 2:14-24

(1) Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) - 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

(2) James 2:14-24 (NKJV) - 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and
destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and
filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it
profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone
will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works,
and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You
do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish
man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”
And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works,
and not by faith only.

3. Baptism – sprinkling, pouring, infants? 
a. Rom 6:3-6; Mark 16:16; Acts 8:37-38

(1) Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in
the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,
6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

(2) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) - 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.

(3) Acts 8:37-38 (NKJV) - 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you
may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 So
he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into
the water, and he baptized him.
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4. Lord’s supper – Transubstantiation; consubstantiation?
a. 1 Cor. 11:25 (NKJV) - 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

5. Music – instrumental
a. Eph 5:19 (NKJV) - 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
6. Eschatology – Purgatory; Premillennialism ; Realized Eschatology?

a. Heb 9:27; Jn 5:28
(1) Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) - 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the

judgment,
(2) John 5:28 (NKJV) - 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who

are in the graves will hear His voice
C. Different churches - different organization structures

1. Clergy – Laity System
2. Synods & Councils governing local churches
3. Creeds & Disciplines
4. Pyramid forms of government
5. Contrary to the simplicity found in the NT church - ex. Phil 1:1(NKJV) - 1 Paul and Timothy,

bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the
bishops and deacons:
a. Jesus AS Head - sending the Holy Spirit
b. Who Inspired the Apostles
c. Who in turn wrote the N.T. scriptures (O.T. writers also inspired - cf 2 Tim 3:16)
d. Letters given to local congregation where organization is very simple:

(1) Elders
(2) Deacons
(3) and Saints

D. The church that belongs to Christ throughout history is bible/scripture focused:
1. Salvation - People believed & were baptized and by that very fact saved from their sins (Mark

16:16; Acts 2:38, 47)
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) - 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

c. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) - 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

2. Assembled - in local churches (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:24,25)
a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
b. Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and

good works,
c. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) - 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

3. Worship - Sang, prayed, gave as prospered, taught the gospel, and partook of the Lord’s Supper
on the 1st day of each week (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians
16:1-2)
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a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

b. 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 (NKJV) - 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said,
“Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In
the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

c. Acts 20:7 (NKJV)
d. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have

given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week
let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no
collections when I come.

4. Work - Taught the lost, cared for needy saints, and edified one another (Eph. 4:12; Acts 6:1-7;
1 Cor. 14:26)
a. Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV) - 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the

edifying of the body of Christ,
b. Acts 6:1-7 (NKJV) - 1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,

there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.
3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And the saying pleased
the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6
whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 7
Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

c. 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) - 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together,
each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.
Let all things be done for edification.

5. Organization - Elders, deacons & saints – (Philippians 1:1; Acts 14:23; 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:1-
13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)
a. Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) - 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints

in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
b. Acts 14:23 (NKJV) - 23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with

fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
c. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood.

d. 1 Timothy 3:1-13 (NKJV) - 1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a
bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife,
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not given to wine,
not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 4 one who rules
his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does
not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a
novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7
Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the devil. 8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith
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with a pure conscience. 10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons,
being found blameless. 11 Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate,
faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and
their own houses well. 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves
a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

e. Titus 1:5-9 (NKJV) - 5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the
things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you— 6 if a man is
blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or
insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a
lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful
word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and
convict those who contradict.

f. 1 Peter 5:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be
revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.

2

6. Association – belonged to Christ - (Romans 16:16)

2
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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