
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF THE N.T. CHURCH
 - Lesson Four - The Years Of Reformation

Intro:
A. We Have Noted In Lesson One thru lesson Three:

1. What we mean by the term “church”.
2. The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1
3. Jesus promised to build His church (kingdom) – Matthew 16:18,19
4. Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47
5. The first sixty fives years of the New Testament church:

a. The - Growth & Strengthening
b. The Warnings & Problems
c. And the Beginnings of Departure from the Biblical Form
d. The Years Following AD 96

(1)  Which led to “The Falling Away and Apostasy”.
(a)  This  Falling Away and Apostasy in Organization and Doctrine from 100 AD – 1500

AD - led to the formation of the first denomination - “The Catholic church}”
(2) The Rise of this denomination - dominated religious history from 606 AD thru the period

we are to study today - “The Reformation Movement - or commonly known as the
Protestant Movement.
(a) Know as this for the “Protest” against the “holy church - Roman Catholic” as it

became know as.
(b) It was not only a Protest against the “church of Rome” but the “popes of Rome”.

B. In today’s study of how well you know the history of the N.T. church during the years of
reformation.
1. AS we studied thru the Old Testament survey we noted these two principles throughout the

divided kingdom period 
a. Reformation - when Kings of the North and South made changes but not completely to the

Law of God
b. And Restoration - where the Law of God was sought as the ONLY authority and practice.

2. The PRACTICE and PRINCIPLE of Reformation is clearly seen in:
a. 2 Kings 10:28-31 (NKJV) - 28 Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from Israel. 29 However Jehu did

not turn away {this is reformation - emp JC} from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who had made Israel sin, that is, from the golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan.  30 And
the Lord said to Jehu, "Because you have done well in doing what is right in My sight, . . .

b. . . .  and have done to the house of Ahab all that was in My heart, your sons shall sit on the
throne of Israel to the fourth generation."  31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the
Lord God of Israel with all his heart; for he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, who
had made Israel sin.

C. After Years of Corruption and Doctrinal Changes this led to a period in time where men said we
need to reform.
1. The Problem and result of this period was the creation of many more denominations.
2. Mainstream (this is the term used for looking at Protestant denominations around the world) and

Mainline (term used of protestant denominations here is the USA)
D. The specific time period we will study here is  - The Reformation Movement - also known as the

“Protestant Movement” 1000A.D.-1800 A.D.
1. The Elements behind the reformation years are:

a. Corrupt practices of Catholicism (popes, indulgences, doctrines)
b. Internal problems leading to split (1054) – Greek Orthodox Established
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c. The Inquisition (1229-1834)
d. The Renaissance
e. Translation of Bible into different languages
f. Invention of the printing press in Gutenburg (1454)

E. Let us now focus on this period of history and the effects of it on the religious world today.

II. EARLY ATTEMPT’S AT RESTORATION - and Rebellion against the Roman Catholic church:
A. Between 1000 and 1400 different groups arose as internal and external forces attempted to purify

religion
1. Albigenses – rejected authority of the pope and that the New Testament was the only real

standard . . . In 1208 a Catholic church crusade set out to wipe them out. The Inquisition was
finally successful in the 14th century.

2. The Waldenses – a Puritan movement – was wiped out by another Inquisition.
3. Peter Du Bruys – (France) – opposed several Catholic doctrines – was burned at the stake –
4. John Wycliff – (1320-1384) – was excommunicated because he taught that the NT was to be

ones only authority in religion and not the pope – denied transubstantiation – extreme unction
– auricular confession – indulgences – among other things unscripturally practiced by the CC. 
a. Although he was not executed by the CC – after his death, pope Martin V had his bones dug

up and burned. His ashes were thrown into the River Swift.
5. John Huss – (1369-1415) – Bohemia – “I am attracted to his writings (of John Wycliff), for all

his efforts are to lead men back to the Law of Christ.”
a. Was sentenced to die the death of a heretic – on his birthday, July 6, 1415, John Huss was

burned to death along with his books . . . As the flames rose about him – he sang a hymn and
cried out – Jesus Christ, thou Son of God. Have mercy on me.”

b. His ashes were thrown into the Rhine River.
B. During these years the Roman Catholic church and civil government were one and the same - the

people lived in fear of violating the laws of the land by not submitting to the Catholic church.

III. THE REFORMERS OF the REFORMATION MOVEMENT - More widely recognized and known
today.
A. The Reformers:

1. Martin Luther
2. John Calvin
3. John Knox
4. Ulrich Zwingli
5. Henry VIII – Church of England
6. John & Charles Wesley

B. The Result of the work of these men are MANY MORE DENOMINATIONS.
1. Some of the basic Principles we see in these Reformers are:

a. The Bible is to be accepted as the only rule of faith and practice
b. “What is not contrary to scripture is for scripture and scripture for it.”
c. Doctrine of justification by faith alone.
d. The priesthood of all believers.

2 . Show chart of Effect of Reformation Movement: 
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a. Martin Luther – (1517)
b. Augsburg Confession  (1530) 
c. Church of England (1534)
d. John Calvin - Presbyterian (1560)
e. John Smyth - Baptist (1608)
f. John  Wesley -  Methodist (1737)
g. Joseph Smith - Mormon (1830)
h. Ellen G. White - Adventism (1844)

3. Today- over 3,500 “mainline USA” protestant denominations
C. On the website “got questions.org” - which of the 30,000 Protestant denominations is the true church

of God? 

IV. In Conclusion:
A. The One church of the Bible - Eph 1:20-21.

1. When we look at Time of Founding ; Place of Founding; The Founder and the Name Associated
with - we see:
a. Pentecost
b. Jerusalem
c. Christ
d. church of Christ (Rom 16:16)

2. Thru History 96 AD - 1872 AD - the various denominations
a. Can say for certain - these are “NOT the church belonging to CHRIST”

B. Different church - Different doctrines
1.  Nature of God and man – Calvinism?

a. Ezek. 18:20ff; Mt. 18:3; 2 Pet 3:9
2. Salvation by works alone, by faith alone?

a. Eph. 2:8.9; James 2:14-24
3. Baptism – sprinkling, pouring, infants? 

a. Rom 6:3-6; Mark 16:16; Acts 8:37-38
4. Lord’s supper – Transubstantiation; consubstantiation?

a. 1 Cor. 11:25
5. Music – instrumental

a. Eph 5:19
6. Eschatology – Purgatory; Premillennialism ; Realized Eschatology?

a. Heb 9:27; Jn 5:28
C. Different churches - different organization structures

1. Clergy – Laity System
2. Synods & Councils governing local churches
3. Creeds & Disciplines
4. Pyramid forms of government
5. Contrary to the simplicity found in the NT church - ex. Phil 1:1

a. Jesus AS Head - sending the Holy Spirit
b. Who Inspired the Apostles
c. Who in turn wrote the N.T. scriptures (O.T. writers also inspired - cf 2 Tim 3:16)
d. Letters given to local congregation where organization is very simple:

(1) Elders
(2) Deacons
(3) and Saints

D. The church that belongs to Christ throughout history is bible/scripture focused:
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1. Salvation - People believed & were baptized and by that very fact saved from their sins (Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38, 47)

2. Assembled - in local churches (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:24,25)
3. Worship - Sang, prayed, gave as prospered, taught the gospel, and partook of the Lord’s Supper

on the 1st day of each week (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25; 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
4. Work - Taught the lost, cared for needy saints, and edified one another (Eph. 4:12; Acts 6:1-7;

1 Cor. 14:26)
5. Organization - Elders, deacons & saints – (Philippians 1:1; Acts 14:23; 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:1-

13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)
6. Association – belonged to Christ - (Romans 16:16)
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