
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF THE N.T. CHURCH
 - Lesson Two - The FIRST SIXTY FIVE YEARS

Intro:
A. We Have Noted In Lesson One:

1. What we mean by the term “church”.
2. The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1
3. Jesus promised to build His church (kingdom) – Matthew 16:18,19
4. Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47

B. In today’s Lesson we want to NOTE the first sixty fives years of the New Testament church:
1. We will note - Growth & Strengthening
2. The Warnings & Problems
3. And the Beginnings of Apostasy

II. THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCHES GROWTH AND STRENGTHENING
A. Gospel was preached throughout the world – Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 3-28; Col 1:5,23

1. What Happened To The Church Once It Has Been Established?
a. After Acts 2 the church grows and multiplies.

(1) Acts 2:41 – 3000
(2) Acts 4:4 – 5000
(3) Acts 5:14 - “And believers were more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and

women.”
(4) Acts 6:1 - “And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied. . .”
(5) Acts 6:7 - “And the word of the Lord increased; and the number of the disciples

multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the
faith.”

(6) In Acts 8 - They spread because of persecution.
B. Church organized & strengthened – Acts 14:21-23; 18:23;

1. In Acts 9 Saul is persecuting the church, when he sees the light.
a. According to history he later became a victim of his own previous work.
b. Historians say about 68-69 AD Paul was put to death by some of Nero’s men because of false

accusations of the Jews.
C. Gospel and Epistles written – Matthew -Revelation

III. THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH - WARNINGS AND PROBLEMS
A. Departures from the Faith Were Predicted –

1. Acts 20:28-31  “draw away disciples”
2. 2 Thess. 2:3-8 “Falling away”
3. 1 Tim. 4:1-3 “depart from the faith”
4. 2 Tim. 4:1-4  “turn away their ears   from the truth and be turned to fables”

B. Problems dealt with by Paul:
1. Corinth – “divisions, carnality, immorality, eating meats offered to idols, abusing Lord’s supper,

misuse of spiritual gifts, denied resurrection”
2. Galatia -“turning away from gospel, Judaizing teachers”
3. Colossae “Philosophies of men, legalism” heresies such as Mysticism and Gnosticism.

a. Acts 20:28f - Paul warns of the future. ---- Grievous wolves in sheep’s clothing. - Even from
within.

C. Threats To N.T. Doctrine
1. Judaic legalism —taught that the Law of Moses was the highest form of Law and must be kept
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by Christians (at least Jewish ones)
2. Gnostism

a. A form of Dualism—the belief in two opposing yet equal forces or philosophies
b. Seen in pagan religious literature
c. This was a merger of Christianity and Hellenistic thinking.
d. Sprung up sometime toward the close of the first century. Generally, the spirit is good but

matter is evil. This was a philosophy that would haunt the church for centuries.
3. The good deity (the Unknown Father) is remote and unapproachable except through secret

knowledge.
a. God as found in the Old Testament is viewed as being the evil side and having initiated

creation. Within the physical created by the evil deity is man, with a soul trapped inside. This
soul is a “divine spark”—part of the good deity. The goal of the soul is to get back to the
good deity with the help of special knowledge.

b. Marcion (80 AD- 159 AD) supposed that the God of the OT was not really evil, simply
inferior, imperfect and oppressive as opposed to the true and supreme God, Jesus.

4. Implications of Gnosticism
a. Denies the sovereignty of God
b. In Dualism, creation is always from something. In the Bible, it is from nothing
c. Evil is a cause rather than a choice

D. John saw many changes during his lifetime -
1. 1John written to expose the errors of Gnosticism –
2. 2 John 7 warns of many deceivers having gone out into the world -
3. 3 John 9 warned of Diotrephes who abused his authority in the church.
4. The Last of the Scriptures are written – taking the Book of Revelation at the A.D. 96 writing.

a. Romans were persecuting Christians.
b. Domitian ---- Was Ruler when John was exiled to Patmos until 96 A.D.
c. Domitian was killed in 96 by his own personal servant.
d. He was a paranoid man, even suspecting his family to be after him.
e. Had become so afraid of those around him he locked himself in a room only allowing one

of his trusted servants in.
f. The young “trusted” servant plotted to kill him because Domitian had killed his own master

and stolen him to be the Caesar’s own servant.
g. Perhaps that is what John meant when he said, “these thing must shortly come to pass” in

Revelation 1:3; 22:6.
h. Because God was going to remove that evil thing that was killing His people.

(1) “Stephanus, his trusted servant, killed him as he was about to take a bath.”  -Seutonius -
Roman Historian of the day.

i. The church was relieved of persecution for about 10-12 years.
5. BUT NOTE THE CONDITION of the churches:

a. Ephesus left first love – Rev 2:4
b. Pergamos tolerated error – Rev 2:14,15
c. Thyatira allowed false teaching – Rev 2:20
d. Sardis was dead – Rev 3:1
e. Laodicea lukewarm – Rev 3:15,16

E. The Beginning Of The Departures In Biblical Form
1. What would occur as soon as AD 110 - was the changing of the Biblical Order of things - 

a. This began as early as 110 AD, when Ignatius of Antioch wrote, “Do ye all follow your
bishop as Jesus Christ followed the Father, and the presbytery as the apostles, and to the
deacons pay respect?”
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b. The NT teaches a plurality of elders/bishops, Acts 14:23; 15:4; 20:17, 28; Phil. 1:1; Tit. 1:5-7
c. Some have suggested Diotrephes may have been one of the first to try this, 3 Jn. 9-10

d. This unapproved view of Biblical order would blossom into something far from what God
intended within time.

F. Solution To All Problems
1. Return to the original pattern -

a. Back to Jesus Christ – 1 Cor 1:1-9; 1Jn. 1:1-2; Col.2:9
b. Back to His Apostles – Gal. 1:6-9; I John 1:3,4; 4:1,6
c. Back to the Old Commands – I John 2:7; 5:3; cf Jer 6:16

2. This is the restoration concept
a. Rev 2:5

IV. Conclusion:
A. Why Go Back to the Beginning?

1. The only church with the stamp of divine approval
2. The only form of “Christianity” that is defensible
3. The Beginning period was the most successful period in the history of the church

B. When we look at history it is either:
1.  EITHER THE LORD IS THE BUILDER OF HIS CHURCH – Matthew 16:18 Or someone

else Built the Church!
2. EITHER THE LORD’S CHURCH WAS BUILT IN THE DAYS OF THE ROMAN

KINGDOM – Daniel 2:31-45 OR the church was built In America in the 1800’s or somewhere
else or time!

3. EITHER THE LORD’S CHURCH WAS NEAR AT HAND IN THE DAYS OF CHRIST! Or
the church built some years later!

C. For in our study we can note the starting date, place and builder of all the churches today!
D. In our next studies we will look at the APOSTASY ,REFORMATION MOVEMENT and THE

RESTORATION and then focus on the uniqueness and distinctiveness of the NT church today!
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