
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF THE N.T. CHURCH
 - Lesson One - An Introduction

Intro:
A. This weeks lesson begins the theme of the year - which I want to consider.   “How Well do you know

the church that belongs to the Lord?”
1. It is said of history that the generation that does not learn from the mistakes of the past are

doomed to repeat them with greater effect.
2. It is thus imperative that we know something about the history of the church and to see the

mistakes and uniqueness of what the Lord said - “I will Build My church!” - Matthew 16:18.
B. Before we begin we must define what we mean by “the church”

1. The term "church" is a translation of the Greek term --- "Ekklesia" --- the actual term used by
Christ and the N.T. Apostles.

2. 'Ekklesia" :
a. From "ek", meaning out of,
b. and "klesis" meaning a calling (Kaleo, to call)....Vine's.

(1) According to the Englishman’s Greek Concordance this term is used 115 times in the
N.T.

(2) It is a collective noun.
(3) This term was applied by the Greeks to anybody of people called out from their business

or homes:
(a) To discuss affairs of State.....Acts 19:39 (NKJV) ---- 39 But if you have any other

inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful assembly.  or
(b) Of a riotous mob....Acts 19:32, 41.

i) Acts 19:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for
the assembly was confused, and most of them did not know why they had come
together.

ii) Acts 19:41 (NKJV) ---- 41 And when he had said these things, he dismissed the
assembly.

(c) This term is used in the sept. of the people of  Israel...Acts 7:38 ; Judges 21:8 ; I
Chron. 29:1.
i) Acts 7:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 “This is he who was in the congregation in the

wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our
fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us,

ii) Judges 21:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And they said, “What one is there from the tribes of
Israel who did not come up to Mizpah to the Lord?” And, in fact, no one had
come to the camp from Jabesh Gilead to the assembly.

iii) 1 Chronicles 29:1 (NKJV) - 1 Furthermore King David said to all the assembly:
“My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is young and inexperienced; and
the work is great, because the temple is not for man but for the Lord God.

3. While the term "church" signifies no more than a "called out body, congregation" the church of
Christ has a much more restricted and important significance.
a. It is used by our Lord to describe His body of redeemed people... Matt. 16:18.
b. It is an institution composed of immersed believers who have been called out from the world,

and associate themselves together to worship God "in Spirit and in Truth."....John 4:24.
c. It is a spiritual house over which Christ reigns as Head... Eph. 1:22-23, in which the Holy

Spirit dwells...cf I Peter 2:5,9 ; 1 Cor. 3:9.
(1) Ephesians 1:22-23 (NKJV) ---- 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him

to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who
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fills all in all.
(2) 1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) - 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a

holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
(3) 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy

nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light;

(4) 1 Corinthians 3:9 (NKJV) - 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field,
you are God’s building.

4. IT IS NOT :
a. A MATERIAL BUILDING: - ACTS 7:38 ; 17:24

(1) Acts 7:38 (NKJV) - 38 “This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with
the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received
the living oracles to give to us,

(2) Acts 17:24 (NKJV) - 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.

b. AN EARTHLY KINGDOM : - JOHN 18:36-37 ; 6:15
(1) John 18:36-37 (NKJV) - 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My

kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered
to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate therefore said to Him,
“Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause
I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

(2) John 6:15 (NKJV) - 15 Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come
and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself
alone.

c. A JEWISH ASSEMBLY : - JOHN 10:16 ; EPH. 2:14-16 ; GAL. 3:7
(1) John 10:16 (NKJV) - 16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I

must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.
(2) Ephesians 2:14-16 (NKJV) - 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one,

and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the
enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in
Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile
them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.

(3) Galatians 3:7 (NKJV) - 7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of
Abraham.

d. A DENOMINATION : - MATT. 16:18 ; COL. 1:18 ; EPH. 1:20-23
(1) Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) - 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock

I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
(2) Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) - 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
(3) Ephesians 1:20-23 (NKJV) - 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from

the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and
gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of
Him who fills all in all.

e. A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION : - ROM. 13 ; I PET. 2:13-17 ; MATT. 22:17-21
(1) 1 Peter 2:13-17 (NKJV) - 13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for
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the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 15
For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men— 16 as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of
God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

(2) Matthew 22:17-21 (NKJV) - 17 Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay
taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, “Why do you
test Me, you hypocrites? 19 Show Me the tax money.” So they brought Him a denarius.
20 And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” 21 They said to Him,
“Caesar’s.” And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

f. A BUSINESS INSTITUTION : - I COR. 16:1-2 ; MATT. 6:33 ; II JOHN 9
(1) 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have

given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the
week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there
be no collections when I come.

(2) Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) - 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you.

(3) 2 John 9 (NKJV) - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the
Son.

5. THE N.T. CHURCH IS :
a. A SPIRITUAL BUILDING : - I PETER 2:5,9 ; I COR. 3:9

(1) 1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) - 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

(2) 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light;

(3) 1 Corinthians 3:9 (NKJV) - 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field,
you are God’s building.

b. A HEAVENLY KINGDOM : - ROM. 14:17 ; JOHN 3:5 ; COL. 1:13-14
(1) Romans 14:17 (NKJV) - 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
(2) John 3:5 (NKJV) - 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born

of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
(3) Colossians 1:13-14 (NKJV) - 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and

conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

c. A GENERAL ASSEMBLY : - GALATIANS 3:28
(1) Galatians 3:28 (NKJV) - 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor

free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
d. THE LORD'S CHURCH : - MATT. 16:18 ; EPH. 1:20-23 ; ACTS 2:47

(1) Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) - 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

(2) Ephesians 1:20-23 (NKJV) - 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and
gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of
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Him who fills all in all.
(3) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) - 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord

added to the church daily those who were being saved.
e. AN EVANGELISTIC ORGANIZATION : - EPH. 3:10 ; I TIM. 3:14-15 ; MK. 16:15-16

(1) Ephesians 3:10 (NKJV) - 10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might
be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places,

(2) 1 Timothy 3:14-15 (NKJV) - 14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to
you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth.

(3) Mark 16:15-16 (NKJV) - 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.

f. AN EDIFICATION INSTITUTION : - EPH. 4:12-16 ; I THESS. 5:11
(1) Ephesians 4:12-16 (NKJV) - 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,

for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him
who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by
what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does
its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

(2) 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NKJV) - 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another,
just as you also are doing.

6. The term is used in a general sense to designate all the saved...Matt. 16:18 ; Eph. 1:22 ; 5:25
; Col 1:18.
a. The word is used of a local congregation of God's called out within a definite locality: .....I

Cor. 1:2 ; II Cor. 11 ; II Thess 1:1 ; also of those who where meeting in their homes...Rom
16:4-5 ; Col. 4:15 ; Philemon 2.

b. The term is used in a distributive sense.
(1) Distributive being : "in logic, having reference to each individual or group or class

considered separately" (Century Dict.)
(2) Acts 5:11  ...fear came upon the church
(3) Acts 8:1 ....Persecuted the church.
(4) Acts 8:3 ....3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and

dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. ---- to every house.
c. In the fourth sense it is used of the church assembled together, who have come together for

a specific purpose...I Cor. 11:18 ;  "in one place" .....  I Cor. 14:23.
(1) 1 Corinthians 11:18 (NKJV) - 18 For first of all, when you come together as a church,

I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.
(2) 1 Corinthians 14:23 (NKJV) - 23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one

place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?

C. As we begin this study in history - we must go back to the starting point - then looking at the first
65 years of the church which is found in the New Testament - Matthew thru Revelation.
1. We will examine three areas in this history:

a. How the church of the NT was - Foretold & Established
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b. How the church of the NT - Grew & was Strengthened
c. And How we see the - Warnings & Problems with the NT church.

II. THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH FORETOLD AND ESTABLISHED
A. There are five essential criteria that has to be met before one establishes the truthfulness of a

prophecy.
1. The event must be beyond the power of man to foresee.
2. It must be demonstrated that the prediction was made before the event.
3. The prediction must be applicable to the event.
4. The language of the prediction must be unambiguous and unmistakable.
5. The prediction must have a clear and demonstrable fulfillment.

a. (The divine Demonstration, H.W. Everest, Nashville, Tn.Gospel Advocate Co. 1972 p. 260.)
6. The reason for stating this because we will clearly see that the prophecies we will study here

today do fill all those criteria of true prophecy. 
B. Isa. 2:2-4 ; Micah 4:1-3 . The kingdom was to be established: Isaiah 2:2-4 (NKJV) - 2 Now it shall

come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the Lord’s house Shall be established on the top
of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many
people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the
God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go
forth the law, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, And
rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning
hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.

a. Micah 4:1-3 (NKJV) - 1 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of
the Lord’s house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted
above the hills; And peoples shall flow to it. 2 Many nations shall come and say, “Come, and
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us
His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion the law shall go forth, And the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 3 He shall judge between many peoples, And rebuke
strong nations afar off; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into
pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war
anymore.

2. In the last days.
3. In Jerusalem.
4. All nations will flow unto it.
5. It will be a peaceable kingdom.

a. The fulfillment can be seen by Peter quoting Joel 2:28 and marking Pentecost AD.33 as the
beginning of the "last days."          

b. The Lord's house is the church....I Tim. 3:14-15. which was established in Jerusalem...Acts
2:47.
(1) 1 Timothy 3:14-15 (NKJV) - 14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to

you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth.

(2) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) - 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

c. All nations would flow unto it, as the kingdom and the church has a world wide
commission...Matt. 28:18-19 ; Mk 16:15-16 ...cf Acts 2:39 ; 10:34-35 ; Gal.3:26-29 ; Col.
3:10-11 ; John 10:16.
(1) Matthew 28:18-19 (NKJV) - 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All
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authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit,

(2) Mark 16:15-16 (NKJV) - 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.

(3) Acts 2:39 (NKJV) - 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

(4) Acts 10:34-35 (NKJV) - 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive
that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works
righteousness is accepted by Him.

(5) Galatians 3:26-29 (NKJV) - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.

(6) Colossians 3:10-11 (NKJV) - 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither
Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but
Christ is all and in all.

d. "out of Zion shall go forth the law...."
(1) Disciples where not to depart from Jerusalem... Lk. 24:46-53 (NKJV) - 46 Then He said

to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses
of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the
city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” 50 And He led them
out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 Now it came to
pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.
52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were
continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.

(2) The disciples indeed returned to Jerusalem .... Acts 1:12. (NKJV) - 12 Then they
returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey.

(3) They waited for the promise to come.
(4) The promise came...Acts 2:1-4.
(5) A multitude assembled...Acts 2:6.
(6) Peter preached the first Gospel sermon under the great commission.
(7) He convicted the Jews of having crucified their long promised Messiah....Acts 2:36.
(8) They were pricked in their hearts and asked what they needed to do....vrs 37.
(9) Peter announced the law of pardon for the first time in Jerusalem, and probably from

Mt.Zion....(most scholars believe that they were in the temple area when the H.S.
came..cf Lk. 24:53.)
(a) Luke 24:53 (NKJV) - 53 and were continually in the temple praising and blessing

God. Amen.
C. The Kingdom was  Prophesied – Dan 2:44; Matt 3:1,2; Mark 9:1

a. Daniel 2:44 (NKJV) - 44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people;
it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.
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b. Matthew 3:1 (NKJV) - 1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness
of Judea,
(1) Matthew 3:2 (NKJV) - 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

c. Mark 9:1 (NKJV) - 1 And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some
standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”

2. In the year 606 BC. Daniel prophecies concerning the coming Kingdom. Dan. 2:31-45.
a.  The image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream represented four world empires.

(1)  The head of Gold represented Babylonian Empire ---  626 BC. to 536 BC.
(2)  The breasts and arms of silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire --- 536-331 BC 

Under rulers such as Cyrus, and Darius.
(3) The belly and thighs of Brass represented the Macedonian Empire --- 331-321 BC.  with

such rulers as Alexander the Great.
(4)  The legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay represented the Empire of the Romans ---

63 BC - 476 AD.
(a)  It is in the days of these kings that the kingdom of God shall set up a kingdom. 

D. Jesus promised to build His church (kingdom) – Matt. 16:18,19
1. That the church and the Kingdom are identical in the scriptures can not be denied. 

a. The Words are used interchangeably....Matt. 16:18,19 ; Heb. 12:22-28.
(1) Hebrews 12:22-28 (NKJV) - 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the
general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 25
See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him
who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who
speaks from heaven, 26 whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised,
saying, “Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven.” 27 Now this, “Yet
once more,” indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that
are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are
receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

b.  The church and the kingdom have the same beginning date.
(1) Mk 9:1 ....kingdom to come with power.
(2) Acts 1:8 ...power to come with the H.S.
(3) Acts 2:1-4 .. power came on the day of Pentecost. AD.33.

(a) But people were added to the church for the first time on the day of Pentecost AD.33
..... Acts 2:47.

(b) Thus the kingdom and the church came into effect on the same day.
c. The church and the Kingdom have the same beginning place.

(1) The church began in Jerusalem & The kingdom began in Jerusalem ....(see above).
d. The church and the kingdom were bought with the same blood.

(1) The kingdom was bought with the blood of Christ...Rev. 5:9-10.(NKJV)- 9 And they
sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For
You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and
tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And
we shall reign on the earth.”

(2) The church was bought with the blood of Christ... Acts 20:28.(NKJV) - 28 Therefore
take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
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(3) Thus the church and the kingdom are the same institution.
e. They have the same ruler:

(1) Christ is the king of the kingdom....Col. 1:13.
(2) But Christ is head over the church...Col. 1:18.

f. They have the same terms of entrance:
(1) One enters the kingdom by a birth of water and of the Spirit...John 3:1-5.
(2) But one enters the church by a birth of water and of the Spirit...I Cor. 12:13.

g. They have the same membership:
(1) The Colossians were in Christ...Col. 1:2, which is equal to being in the church...Rom.

6:4 ; Gal. 3:27 ; I Cor. 12:13.
(a) Romans 6:4 (NKJV) - 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into

death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life.

(b) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) - 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.

(c) 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NKJV) - 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body— whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit.

(2) But the Colossians had been translated into the kingdom...Col. 1:13.
(3) Thus they were in both the church and the kingdom, which are equal and the same

institution.
h. They both have the same memorial:

(1) The Lord's table was to be in the kingdom ... Matt. 26:29.
(2) But the Lord's Table was in the church at Corinth... I Cor. 11:20-27. 

2. The Church then departed from the truth as time progressed.
E. Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47

1. Kingdom was established at Pentecost after the Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus.
a. Mark 9:1
b. Revelation 1:9 - “I John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom

and patience of Jesus Christ. . .”
c. Colossians 1:13 - “He has translated us out of the kingdom of darkness, into the kingdom

of His dear Son.”

III. In Conclusion:
A. The N.T. church was Foretold in O.T. and Established in Acts 2

1. We will NOTE in Our Future Studies:
a. WHAT HAPPENED in the FIRST 65 YEARS
b. WHAT OCCURRED IN THE APOSTASY YEARS
c. WE WILL TRACE THE church THRU THE DARK AGES
d. WE WILL NOTE WHAT TRANSPIRED DURING THE REFORMATION MOVEMENT
e. And WHAT TRANSPIRED DURING THE RESTORATION PERIOD

B. The N.T. church: HAS CHRIST AS ITS FOUNDER & BUILDER – Matthew 16:18 – “I Will
BUILD”
1. WAS ESTABLISHED IN JERUSALEM
2. WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE “DAYS of these KINGS” – Roman Empire – AD 30/33
3. HAD NO OTHER CREED other than THE SCRIPTURES
4. WORSHIPS AS THOSE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
5. IS ORGANIZED AS DIVINELY INSTRUCTED
6. And DOES ONLY THE WORK found WITHIN the pages of the NEW TESTAMENT – 2
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Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

1

7. The TERMS of ENTRANCE ARE THE SAME AS THOSE FOUND REQUIRED OF FOLKS
2000 YEARS AGO:
a. HEAR
b. BELIEVE
c. REPENT
d. CONFESS THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST
e. BE BAPTIZED FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS
f. CONTINUE FAITHFULLY TILL DEATH

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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