
Why Was Stephen Stoned? - Acts 6:3-8:1
Introduction:

A. In our Bible Classes this quarter we are studying the Life of Christ and the remaining letters of the
N.T.   As we look at the teachings of Christ - “sermon on the Mount” we are introduced to a series
of beatitudes and in the final saying of these Beatitudes is found -  Matthew 5:10-12 
1. “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

2. These verses and others combined show that to make the claim that once you are saved you are
always saved and it is a bed of roses from that point on is nothing but a false lie derived in the
very heart of Satan.

3. Making a stand for Christ and righteousness comes with a cost - yet for the true child of God it
is a reason for rejoicing - James 1:1-2.
a. James 1:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To

the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when
you fall into various trials,

B. It is with this in mind that we want to study a man of God who was physically persecuted for his
stand on truth.

C. We will examine why Stephen was Stoned - Acts 6:3-8:1 and what led to the persecution of the
church in the Jerusalem and else where.
1. We will note here that these are the very same reasons why we today - if we are truly shining as

lights in this darkened world will suffer the very same persecutions as did Stephen.
2. This has been true since the very inception of the church and the righteousness displayed in a

wicked and sinful world. ---- 2 Tim 3:12 ---- “will suffer persecution” ---- not maybe!
a. Cf. John 3:16-21 (NKJV) ---- 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he
who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been
done in God.”

II. What Kind of Man Was Stephen? Acts 6:1-8 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now in those days, when the number of
the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because
their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3
Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer
and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen,
a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas,
a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid
hands on them. 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of faith and
power, did great wonders and signs among the people.
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A. Good reputation, (vrs 3)
1. Full of the Holy Spirit 
2. Full of Wisdom 

B. Full of Faith & Wisdom (vrs 5)
C. Full of faith & Power (vrs 8)

III. Seven Things Leading to the Death of Stephen - Acts 6:8-8:1
A. Stephen Went Out Among The People – Acts 6:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And Stephen, full of faith and

power, did great wonders and signs among the people.
1. The children’s song - “This little light of mine” rings true in the ears of every Christian.
2. The world can not know we are Christians if we hide the light ---- but they sure do if “all around

the neighborhood - I’m going to let it shine.”
B. Stephen Exposed Error – Acts 6:9 -10 (NKJV) ---- 9 Then there arose some from what is called the

Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing
with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.

C. Men Were Dishonorable – Acts 6:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 Then they secretly induced men to say, “We
have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the
people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the
council. 13 They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does not cease to speak
blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus
of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” 15 And
all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel.

D. Enemies Stirred Up The People – Acts 6:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 And they stirred up the people, the
elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the council.

E. The Truth Made People Angry – Acts 7:51-54 (NKJV) ---- 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just
One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received the law by
the direction of angels and have not kept it.” 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.

F. People Didn’t Want To Hear The Truth – Acts 7:57 (NKJV) ---- 57 Then they cried out with a loud
voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord;

G. People Stood By & Watched – Acts 7:58-8:1 (NKJV) ---- 58 and they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59
And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60
Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 1 Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great
persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

H. Let us now explore each of these points in more detail as we make application to ourselves today.

IV. Stephen Went Out Among The People – Acts 6:8
A. “Stephen . . . did great wonders and signs among the people” (vrs 8)
B. God bore witness to the truthfulness of his message – (Mark 16:20; Heb 2:1-4)

1. Mark 16:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.

2. Hebrews 2:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we
have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and
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every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect
so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us
by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

C. Stephen engaged those in opposition – (Acts 6:9; 9:29; 15:2)
1. Acts 6:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the

Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen.
2. Acts 9:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed

against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him.
3. Acts 15:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute

with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to
Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question.
a. There is a notion amongst some Christians that it is not loving to engage in debates - why

then these apostolic examples if it is wrong?
b. As we noted last week and the week before - “we are in a War” ---- we do not just play

defense but are an offensive line of soldiers.
D. There is NO danger of persecution by keeping the truth to ourselves – but neither will we teach

anyone the gospel! (Mat 13:3; Act 8:4; 1 Thess 1:8)
1. Matthew 13:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold,

a sower went out to sow.
2. Acts 8:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
3. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not

only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so
that we do not need to say anything.
a. Use your accent as a point of illustration here ---- the minute I open my mouth people know

I’m not from around here.
b. The light of the truth of the gospel should not be contained - but rather “brightly beams” as

a lighthouse beans across the dangerous shoreline.

V. Stephen Exposed Error – Acts 6:9.10
A.  We Need To Learn:

1. Error is dangerous – (Eph 4:14; Matt 15:14; James 5:20; 2 Pet 3:17)
a. Ephesians 4:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness
of deceitful plotting,

b. Matthew 15:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if
the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

c. James 5:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way
will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.

d. 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

e. It is more dangerous than wet seeping dynamite! ----- Handle with care!!!
2. Error is to be hated – (Psa 119:104; Rom 12:9)

a.  Psalm 119:104 (NKJV) ---- 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I
hate every false way.

b. Romans 12:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what
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is good.
3. Error needs to be defeated – (Gal 2:5; Eph 4:15)

a. Galatians 2:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the
truth of the gospel might continue with you.

b. Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things
into Him who is the head—Christ—

B. We Need To Learn:
1. We need to seek out truth!! – (Prov 23:23; Acts 17:11; Jn 8:32)

a. Proverbs 23:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and
instruction and understanding.

b. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so.

c. John 8:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
2. Truth, when used correctly,  is ALWAYS stronger than error – (Acts 6:10; 7:54)

a. Acts 6:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by
which he spoke.

b. Acts 7:54 (NKJV) ---- 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed at him with their teeth.

3. It is NOT enough to JUST HAVE the truth – we must USE the truth – (Eph 4:15; 6:17; Rom
1:16)
a. Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things

into Him who is the head—Christ—
b. Ephesians 6:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,

which is the word of God;
c. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the

power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

VI. Men Were Dishonorable – Acts 6:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 Then they secretly induced men to say,
“We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the
people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the
council. 13 They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does not cease to speak
blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus
of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” 15 And
all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel.

A. Truth, when wisely & boldly taught, cannot be met by false teachers – therefore, if dishonorable, they
resort to dishonorable tactics – 
1. They secretly induced men to misrepresent Stephen – “He speaks against Moses & God” (vrs

11)
2. They stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; - “He is a blasphemer” (vrs 12; cf. 21:27)

a. Acts 21:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from
Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him,

1

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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3. Seized him, and brought him to the council. – (vrs 12)
4. Also set up false witnesses – “ he speaks blasphemous words against this holy place and the law”

(vrs 13)
B. Men are Dishonorable today

1. Atheist – Agnostics - Muslims
2. Denominational preachers – (Campbellites, Water dogs, Legalist, Works Salvation . . .)
3. Some institutional preachers in the 50’s & 60’s & 70’s – (anti-evangelism, anti-orphans, orphan

haters . . .) ---- not any different today!
4. Liberals today – (Legalist, traditionalist, denominational . . .)

C. END OF PART ONE

Conclusion:
1. Are we going out among the people? – 

a. Are we exposing error?
2. We will meet dishonorable men!!
3. They will try to turn others against us!
4. The Truth will Make People Angry Still Today.
5. Many today do not Want To Hear The Truth.
6. Are you a watcher? 

a. Or a worker & defender?
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Why Was Stephen Stoned? - Acts 6:3-8:1 - Part Two

VII. Enemies Stirred Up The People – Acts 6:12
A. This is not a new tactic of satan - he used wicked men during the trial of Jesus to stir up the people

against the Christ - Matt 27:20-23 (NKJV) ---- 20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the
multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor answered and said
to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” They said, “Barabbas!” 22 Pilate said
to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be
crucified!” 23 Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the
more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!”
1. Acts 13:50 (NKJV) ---- 50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the

chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from
their region.

2. Acts 14:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brethren.

3. Acts 17:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some
of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and
attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.

4. Acts 17:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God
was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds.

5. Acts 21:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia,
seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him,

B. Uninformed people give false teachers leverage to accomplish MUCH harm!
1. An informed people will not be a deceived people! (2 Pet 3:17,18)

a. 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

b. 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

VIII. The Truth Made People Angry – Acts 7:51-54
A. Stephen preached a great sermon – How much of the sermon could they disagree with? – (Acts 7:2-

50)
1. Acts 7:2-50 (NKJV) ---- 2 And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared

to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to
him, ‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’
4 Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his
father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell. 5 And God gave him no
inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, He
promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants after him. 6 But God spoke
in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they would bring them
into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7 ‘And the nation to whom they will be in
bondage I will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and serve Me in this place.’
8 Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac and circumcised
him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve patriarchs. 9 “And the
patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him 10 and delivered
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him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 11 Now a famine and great
trouble came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance. 12 But
when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 13 And the second
time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to the Pharaoh.
14 Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five people.
15 So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers. 16 And they were carried back
to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of
Hamor, the father of Shechem. 17 “But when the time of the promise drew near which God had
sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt 18 till another king arose who did
not know Joseph. 19 This man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed our
forefathers, making them expose their babies, so that they might not live. 20 At this time Moses
was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was brought up in his father’s house for three
months. 21 But when he was set out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and brought him up as
her own son. 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in
words and deeds. 23 “Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his
brethren, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and
avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian. 25 For he supposed that his
brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not
understand. 26 And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and tried to
reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?’ 27 But he who
did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us?
28 Do you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 Then, at this saying, Moses
fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two sons. 30 “And when forty
years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the
wilderness of Mount Sinai. 31 When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near
to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 32 saying, ‘I am the God of your fathers—the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and dared not look.
33 ‘Then the Lord said to him, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand
is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.”
’ 35 “This Moses whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one
God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush.
36 He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the
Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years. 37 “This is that Moses who said to the children of
Israel, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you
shall hear.’ 38 “This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who
spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to
give to us, 39 whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts they turned
back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who brought
us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf
in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands. 42
Then God turned and gave them up to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of
the Prophets: ‘Did you offer Me slaughtered animals and sacrifices during forty years in the
wilderness, O house of Israel? 43 You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch, And the star of
your god Remphan, Images which you made to worship; And I will carry you away beyond

Page 7 of  10



Babylon.’ 44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed,
instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen, 45 which our fathers,
having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles,
whom God drove out before the face of our fathers until the days of David, 46 who found favor
before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob. 47 But Solomon built Him a
house. 48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet
says: 49 ‘Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. What house will you build for Me?
says the Lord, Or what is the place of My rest? 50 Has My hand not made all these things?’

2. It was the application that made them angry! He told them what the NEEDED to hear! (Acts
7:51-53; 20:27)
a. Acts 7:51-53 (NKJV) ---- 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You

always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One,
of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received the law
by the direction of angels and have not kept it.”

b. Acts 20:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of
God.

B. How can you preach the truth and not make some people angry? . . . (Gal 4:16 NKJV) ---- 16 Have
I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?
1. A message so generic that no ones heart is either “cut,” “pricked” or “edified” is a wasted

message – (Acts 2:37; 7:54; 20:32; 2 Tim 4:2-5)
a. Acts 2:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
b. Acts 7:54 (NKJV) ---- 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they

gnashed at him with their teeth.
c. Acts 20:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His

grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.

d. 2 Timothy 4:2-5 (NKJV) ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

IX. People Didn’t Want To Hear The Truth – Acts 7:57
A.  Some will get upset and leave – John 6:41-68 (NKJV) ---- 41 The Jews then complained about

Him, because He said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.” 42 And they said, “Is not
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I have
come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not murmur among
yourselves. 44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise
him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’
Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 46 Not that anyone has
seen the Father, except He who is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who believes in Me has everlasting life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna
in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may
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eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this
bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life
of the world.” 52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this Man give
us His flesh to eat?” 53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is food
indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me,
and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on
Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your fathers
ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 These things He said in
the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. 60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this,
said, “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?” 61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His
disciples complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 What then if you should
see the Son of Man ascend where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits
nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you who
do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who
would betray Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless
it has been granted to him by My Father.” 66 From that time many of His disciples went back and
walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” 68 But
Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
1. Some will try to hinder the truth by speaking against it – Acts 13:6-12

a. Acts 13:6-12 (NKJV) ---- 6 Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, 7 who was with
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and
sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated)
withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who also
is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, “O full of all
deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease
perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 11 And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon
you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And immediately a dark mist fell
on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul
believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

2. Some will be made so angry that they take action to quiet the speaker of truth – (Acts 5:33; 7:58-
59; etc.)
a. Acts 5:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them.
b. Acts 7:58-59 (NKJV) ---- 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the

witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And they stoned
Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

B. But, We still must tell people the Truth.

X. People Stood By & Watched – Acts 7:58-8:1 (NKJV) ---- 58 and they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And
they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he
knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had
said this, he fell asleep. 1 Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose
against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea
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and Samaria, except the apostles.
A. Will we sit on the sidelines while those who preach, teach and defend the truth suffer ridicule for

standing for the truth? 
1. “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” (English

philosopher Edmund Burke) 
B. Satan will win this fight if we simply will not stand up and take the armor and the sword of the Spirit

(the Word of God) out into a dying and dark world.
C. It always amazes me when you look at professional sports (1000's of fans in the bleachers always

know how to play the game better - 1000's of unhealthy fans always seen to be critical of a handful
of in shape athletes.)
1. The kingdom of God is not in the hands of a select few - while the rest remain on the sidelines -

Eph 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

2. Are you doing your part in the fight for the Kingdom of God?   Then like Stephen you are....
1

XI. In Conclusion:
A. What Kind of Man Was Stephen?

1.  Good reputation, (vrs 3)
a. Full of the Holy Spirit 
b. Full of Wisdom 

2. Full of Faith & Wisdom (vrs 5)
3. Full of faith & Power (vrs 8)

B. Seven Things Leading to the Death of Stephen - Acts 6:8-8:1
1. Stephen Went Out Among The People – Acts 6:8
2. Stephen Exposed Error – Acts 6:9.10
3. Men Were Dishonorable – Acts 6:11-15
4. Enemies Stirred Up The People – Acts 6:12
5. The Truth Made People Angry – Acts 7:51-54
6. People Didn’t Want To Hear The Truth – Acts 7:57
7. People Stood By & Watched – Acts 7:58-8:1

C. Are we going out among the people? – 
1. Are we exposing error?
2. We will meet dishonorable men!!
3. They will try to turn others against us!
4. The Truth will Make People Angry Still Today.
5. Many today do not Want To Hear The Truth.
6. Are you a watcher? 

a. Or a worker & defender?

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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