
The Sad Case Of Vanishing Values - Judges 17-18

Intro:
A. As I look around at the nation and this whole Election process - I can not help see one of the saddest

cases in the history of this nation is “the moral decline and the turning away from the very basic
foundations of which this nation was originally established” - corroded away by removing God from
society.
1. Just this past week - we have heard that speaking distastefully about women’s body part - is just

normal locker room talk.
a. Cellphones and “sextxting” common practices now for married and unmarried folks -

including young kids still in school.
(1) That is called pornography and child porn - regardless of what many think.
(2) Despicable TV’s shows joke about what happens behind closed doors - not able to blush

any longer at the sin that is ever before them.
(a) And yet, Christians tune in..... or should I say tune out!

b. Have our senses become so dull that we can’t see the sin that is ever before us. 
2. A sitting President’s actions forever redefined what sex is in the minds of many - “I did not have

sex with that woman - it was only oral”....
a. The acceptance of bold out right lies and deceit - as just another every day thing to further

ones own agenda.
b. “I have fought my whole life for children” - yet I want to repeal a law that limits a woman’s

right to having an abortion only in her first 2 trimesters of pregnancy.
3. Brethren we are in bad shape when out of 350 million people - this is the best we have to offer!

a. But, this lesson is not about politics - I believe as brother Ed Lewis said - regardless of who
comes into office we are citizens of a heavenly kingdom and I can’t wait to stand before our
King’s throne.”

b. This lesson this morning is to remind us as Christians that we are held to a higher moral
standard than that of the world - when can not allow the water that this ship of life is on be
inside of us - for it will certainly sink and drown us.

B. In this study this morning we want to notice how the vanishing values in three basic areas need to be
focused on and examined that we are doing all we can to maintain purity:
1. In The Home
2. In Religion
3. In Society

C. As a biblical example of this very situation I want us to turn our attention to the scriptures of Judges
17-18
1. Judges 17:6 (NKJV)  - 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in

his own eyes. 
2. Note: This is centuries ago - yet the same problem back then is the same issue we are dealing with

today.
a. No new sins - just old sins wrapped in new garments.
b. The Devil is “a sly old fox” he knows how to turn our eyes away from focusing on God -

with minimal service and effort we expect the greatest of rewards - remember a half baked
Christian will be a full backed sinner in the judgment.

3. Let us now examine each of these areas where moral decay and decline is so clearly visible - let us
be honest with ourselves as we examine these - it is not just in the world out there; it is ever present
even amongst God’s called out.
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II. In The Home - Judges 17:1-6
A. Micah - the thief who stole from his mother – (17:1,2)

1. Judges 17:1-2 - Now there was a man from the mountains of Ephraim, whose name was Micah.2
And he said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you, and on
which you put a curse, even saying it in my ears—here is the silver with me; I took it.” And his
mother said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my son!”

B. The cursing, lenient, idolatrous mother – (17:3-4)
1. Judges 17:3-4 - 3 So when he had returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his

mother said, “I had wholly dedicated the silver from my hand to the LORD for my son, to make a
carved image and a molded image; now therefore, I will return it to you.”4 Thus he returned the
silver to his mother. Then his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave them to the
silversmith, and he made it into a carved image and a molded image; and they were in the house
of Micah.

C. Micah’s son who is appointed priest of an idolatrous religion – (17:5)
1. Judges 17:5 - 5 The man Micah had a shrine, and made an ephod and household idols; and he

consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.
D. No authority – no standard – no rules – no values – (17:6)

1. Judges 17:6 - 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own
eyes. 

2. Cal Thomas said - “ Americans think that they have been liberated from the traditional family.
Women were liberated from the home – from their husbands – from their children . . . Fathers 
liberated from their authority and responsibility. Children were liberated from limits and rules . .
. Yet it turns out that these were precisely what held society together.”

E. Husbands & Fathers need to accept their position in the home – (Eph 5:23,25,28; 6:4) regardless of
what the feminist movement says.   A husbands role is summed up in two words - HE IS TO LEAD
and HE IS TO RULE - both are God ordained.   Ladies this means you need to let his be the standard
in your home!
1. RULING PART: Ephesians 5:23, - 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head

of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.
a. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,
b. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife

loves himself.
2. LEADING PART: Ephesians 6:4 - 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath,

but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 
3. We are not talking about dictators or Tyrants here - this is done as Christ is our example. 

F. Wives & mothers need to accept their roles as well – (Eph 5:22,24; Titus 2:3-5)
1. Ephesians 5:22,24 - 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

a. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands
in everything.

2. Titus 2:3-5 - 3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not
given to much wine, teachers of good things—4 that they admonish the young women to love their
husbands, to love their children,5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

G. Children must learn how to respect and obey their parents – (Mat 15:4; Eph 6:1-3)
1. Matthew 15:4 - 4 “For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He

who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’
2. Ephesians 6:1-3 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.2 “Honor your father

and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise:3 “that it may be well with you and you
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may live long on the earth.”
3. How many rock piles would be around today - if we were still under the authority of the old law

to the Jews today!
a. I suggest - not many!   The reason for the disrespect for authority because there is no fear!

(1) NO FEAR for GOD and His Word
(2) NO FEAR for the consequences of ones actions.

III. In Religion - Judges 17:3-13
A. A religious mother – dedicating money to the Lord but to be used in an unlawful way – (17:3,4)

1. Judges 17:3-4 - 3 So when he had returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his
mother said, “I had wholly dedicated the silver from my hand to the LORD for my son, to make a
carved image and a molded image; now therefore, I will return it to you.”4 Thus he returned the
silver to his mother. Then his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave them to the
silversmith, and he made it into a carved image and a molded image; and they were in the house
of Micah.

B. The false religion of Micah – worshiping Jehovah through images – (17:4-6)
1. Judges 17:4-6 - 4 Thus he returned the silver to his mother. Then his mother took two hundred

shekels of silver and gave them to the silversmith, and he made it into a carved image and a molded
image; and they were in the house of Micah.5 The man Micah had a shrine, and made an ephod and
household idols; and he consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.6 In those days there
was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

C. The hireling priest – (17:7-13)
1. Judges 17:7-13 - 7 Now there was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah;

he was a Levite, and was staying there.8 The man departed from the city of Bethlehem in Judah to
stay wherever he could find a place. Then he came to the mountains of Ephraim, to the house of
Micah, as he journeyed.9 And Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?” So he said to him,
“I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, and I am on my way to find a place to stay.”10 Micah said
to him, “Dwell with me, and be a father and a priest to me, and I will give you ten shekels of silver
per year, a suit of clothes, and your sustenance.” So the Levite went in.11 Then the Levite was
content to dwell with the man; and the young man became like one of his sons to him.12 So Micah
consecrated the Levite, and the young man became his priest, and lived in the house of Micah.13
Then Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will be good to me, since I have a Levite as priest!” 

D. Many inherit their religion – or allow their parents to keep them from accepting the truth – (Luke
14:26)
1. Luke 14:26 - 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
2. Good enough for Mom and Dad, Granny and Grandpa too - its good enough for me! - attitude of

many in religion.
a. Here is a question - if they are wrong and have met their eternal fate in the lake of fire - do

you think they would be saying - Can’t wait to see you?
E. Man made religion is everywhere in our day!! – (Mat 15:17-19)

1. Matthew 15:17-19 - 17 “Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the
stomach and is eliminated?18 “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the
heart, and they defile a man.19 “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.

2. We have people stunned and confused when a preacher mentions “Jesus Christ” in his sermon - like
Joel Olsteen had to apologize for creating this confusion.

3. Health and wealth religion  “God wants you to be rich physically” - spiritual but not religious - is
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the common call of the day.
F. Idolatry is still very much a problem today – (Rom 1:22-25)

1. Romans 1:22-25 - 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,23 and changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and
creeping things.24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to
dishonor their bodies among themselves,25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

2. What is your IDOL?
G. Hireling preachers are still a problem as well – (2 Peter 2:1-3)

1. 2 Peter 2:1-3 - But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.2 And many will follow their destructive
ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.3 By covetousness they will exploit
you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction
does not slumber.

2. Paul said to Timothy - “they will heap up for themselves teachers after their itching ears”
a. No one wants to be told what to do anymore so we have preachers and teachers who just

simply give up on God’s word and make people feel good about themselves.
b. Brethren, the Word of GOD is sharp - if it does not make you uncomfortable each time -

something has happened to your senses.
(1) I kid Jennifer for the seat cushion wearing out on the pew for the heat of the sermon - but

brethren we can’t feel comfortable with what we had in the past - we must press on to the
Goal and allow GOD’s WORD to have it’s WAY WITH US!

IV. In Society - Judges 18:1-31
A. The Danites sought out a new home – (18:1-10)

1. Judges 18:1-10 - In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of the
Danites was seeking an inheritance for itself to dwell in; for until that day their inheritance among
the tribes of Israel had not fallen to them.2 So the children of Dan sent five men of their family
from their territory, men of valor from Zorah and Eshtaol, to spy out the land and search it. They
said to them, “Go, search the land.” So they went to the mountains of Ephraim, to the house of
Micah, and lodged there.3 While they were at the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the
young Levite. They turned aside and said to him, “Who brought you here? What are you doing in
this place? What do you have here?”4 He said to them, “Thus and so Micah did for me. He has
hired me, and I have become his priest.”5 So they said to him, “Please inquire of God, that we may
know whether the journey on which we go will be prosperous.”6 And the priest said to them, “Go
in peace. The presence of the LORD be with you on your way.” 7 So the five men departed and went
to Laish. They saw the people who were there, how they dwelt safely, in the manner of the
Sidonians, quiet and secure. There were no rulers in the land who might put them to shame for
anything. They were far from the Sidonians, and they had no ties with anyone.8 Then the spies
came back to their brethren at Zorah and Eshtaol, and their brethren said to them, “What is your
report?”9 So they said, “Arise, let us go up against them. For we have seen the land, and indeed
it is very good. Would you do nothing? Do not hesitate to go, and enter to possess the land.10
“When you go, you will come to a secure people and a large land. For God has given it into your
hands, a place where there is no lack of anything that is on the earth.”

2. In similar manner brethren the fore fathers of this nation fled from religious persecution - seeking
a New World where they could worship God without fear.
a. A bountiful country - with freedoms written in the blood of those willing to sacrifice and die
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for - yet those liberty’s are now taken for granted - manipulated and in many ways destroyed.
b. I know those who wrote the founding documents of this country must be rolling over in their

graves with what is happening in this nation and society today!
B. Took advantage of the hospitality of Micah stealing his idols and priest – (18:11-20)

1. Judges 18:11-20 - 11 And six hundred men of the family of the Danites went from there, from
Zorah and Eshtaol, armed with weapons of war.12 Then they went up and encamped in Kirjath
Jearim in Judah. (Therefore they call that place Mahaneh Dan to this day. There it is, west of
Kirjath Jearim.)13 And they passed from there to the mountains of Ephraim, and came to the house
of Micah. 14 Then the five men who had gone to spy out the country of Laish answered and said
to their brethren, “Do you know that there are in these houses an ephod, household idols, a carved
image, and a molded image? Now therefore, consider what you should do.”15 So they turned aside
there, and came to the house of the young Levite man—to the house of Micah—and greeted him.16
The six hundred men armed with their weapons of war, who were of the children of Dan, stood by
the entrance of the gate.17 Then the five men who had gone to spy out the land went up. Entering
there, they took the carved image, the ephod, the household idols, and the molded image. The priest
stood at the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men who were armed with weapons of war.18
When these went into Micah’s house and took the carved image, the ephod, the household idols,
and the molded image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?”19 And they said to him, “Be
quiet, put your hand over your mouth, and come with us; be a father and a priest to us. Is it better
for you to be a priest to the household of one man, or that you be a priest to a tribe and a family in
Israel?”20 So the priest’s heart was glad; and he took the ephod, the household idols, and the
carved image, and took his place among the people.

C. Took advantage of those unable to resist them - Preyed on the indefensible – (18:21-31)
1. Judges 18:21-31 - 21 Then they turned and departed, and put the little ones, the livestock, and the

goods in front of them. 22 When they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men who
were in the houses near Micah’s house gathered together and overtook the children of Dan.23 And
they called out to the children of Dan. So they turned around and said to Micah, “What ails you,
that you have gathered such a company?”24 So he said, “You have taken away my gods which I
made, and the priest, and you have gone away. Now what more do I have? How can you say to me,
‘What ails you?’ ”25 And the children of Dan said to him, “Do not let your voice be heard among
us, lest angry men fall upon you, and you lose your life, with the lives of your household!”26 Then
the children of Dan went their way. And when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he
turned and went back to his house. 27 So they took the things Micah had made, and the priest who
had belonged to him, and went to Laish, to a people quiet and secure; and they struck them with
the edge of the sword and burned the city with fire.28 There was no deliverer, because it was far
from Sidon, and they had no ties with anyone. It was in the valley that belongs to Beth Rehob. So
they rebuilt the city and dwelt there.29 And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of
Dan their father, who was born to Israel. However, the name of the city formerly was Laish. 30
Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the son of Gershom,
the son of Manasseh, and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of
the land.31 So they set up for themselves Micah’s carved image which he made, all the time that
the house of God was in Shiloh. 

D. 2 Timothy 3:1-5 - “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:2 For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of
good,4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,5 having a form of
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!”
1. Selfish & Inconsiderate - Greedy & Covetous - Arrogant & Proud - Speaking Against Truth -
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Disrespectful – Ungrateful – Unholy – Without Natural Affection – Truce Breakers, Unforgiving
2. Liars – (false accusers) - Undisciplined – Violent – Hostile To Virtue – Betrayers - Rash &

Reckless – Over Confident -  Lovers of Pleasure – Form of Godliness - 
3. Commentary of TODAY?  ---- I believe SO!

V. Conclusion:
A. So, in this study this morning we have noticed how the vanishing values in three basic areas were

present amongst God’s children back in Judges:
1. In The Home
2. In Religion
3. In Society
4. What about IN:

a. YOUR HOME
b. IN YOUR FAITH
c. And IN THE SOCIETY you live in - Are you helping with the decay or are you going against

the flow?
B. As a biblical example of this very situation let us turn our attention to the scriptures of Judges 17-18

1. Judges 17:6 (NKJV)  - 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in
his own eyes. 

2. God’s judgment is awaiting — you can do it your way “GOD ALLOWS THAT” - but you are not
free from the consequences of your actions.
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