
THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT - The Bond Of Peace
Intro:

A. In the 38 years of my preaching - it has always been amazing to me to notice that faces have changed,
places are different and nations rise and fall, but one thing remains the same and is constant - the
problems are all the same.
1. Have a look at what is happening in our nation with regards to race ---- look what is happening

in politics, look what is happening spiritually ( 39% of millennial’s ages 18-34; declare they are
absent from any religious affiliation - neither atheist, agnostic, Christian or other wise - just
simply - spiritual but non religious).

2. Our sister in Christ Nita Smith, in Spruce Pine made a statement when we learned that we were
expectant with our first daughter Danielle - referring to her boys she said - when I saw problems
arising “I nipped it in the bud”.   Never did find out what she did - but she raised two boys who
loved each other and respected each other.   They had their disputes but their love was stronger.

3. AS I look and see what is happening in congregations of the Lord’s body  around this nation and
around the world, and even here - it saddens me deeply to see that in many cases we have let our
guard down and let the devil in.
a. “We be Brethren” - beloved - we are a family and it pains me to hear and see this.

(1) "An anthropologist proposed a game to African tribe kids. He put a basket full of fruit
near a tree and told them that whoever got there first won the sweet fruits. When he told
them to run they all took each others hands and ran together, then sat together enjoying
their treats. When he asked them why they had run like that as one could have had all the
fruits for himself they said: UBUNTU, how can one of us be happy if all the other ones
are sad? ---- UBUNTU in the Xhosa culture means: "I am because we are"

(2) “A person with Ubuntu is welcoming, hospitable, warm and generous, willing to share.
Such people are open and available to others, willing to be vulnerable, affirming of
others, do not feel threatened that others are able and good, for they have a proper self-
assurance that comes from knowing that they belong in a greater whole” - Desmond Tutu

b.  Our Love for Christ must be greater far - than any earthly thing, it must be our aim and out
purpose to be the kind of people (individual and collective) that brings glory to God’s name
always.

c. It must be our aim, to recognize the enemy and realize it is not our brethren.
(1) Sometimes, the devil has over taken some, but they are not our enemy - Satan is.

4. So to take a play from the play book of success of Nita Smith, before Satan tears this good work
apart - before he has his way with you and me - I want to nip it in the bud and remind us all -
both spiritually strong as well as weak - “We Be Brethren and we must strive for the UNITY of
the SPIRIT.”

5. Unity was in the prayer of Christ in John 17 and .....   
B. As One studies the book of Ephesians one can see a unity of thought from start to finish:

1. It is my aim this morning to reaffirm our “LOVE” for unity and remind each one of us that this
is not the church of “ME” - it is the body that belongs to CHRIST.

II. Concerning the Unity of the Spirit
A. It is made up of the same Calling ; Attitude ; Doctrine ; Body but it has to be  Right also.
B. We are United in our Source of our calling - Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) ----  I, therefore, the prisoner

of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
1. A holy calling of God in Christ Jesus – 2 Tim. 1:9

a. 2 Timothy 2:9 ---- 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but
the word of God is not chained.
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2. Called by means of the same gospel – 2 Thess. 2:12,13
a. 2 Thessalonians 2:12-13 ---- 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the

truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always
for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,

3. Out of darkness into God’s light – 1 Pet. 2:9
a. 1 Peter 2:9 ----  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light;

4. Into God’s kingdom & glory – 1 Thess. 2:12 - 12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls
you into His own kingdom and glory.
a. Our walk should correspond to our calling

C. United In The Attitude of The Spirit - Ephesians 4:2-3 (NKJV) ---- 2 with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,  3 endeavoring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
1. Lowliness – putting others above self – Phil. 2:1-5; James 3:15-18

a. Philippians 2:1-5 ---- Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself.4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

b. James 3:15-18 ---- 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual,
demonic.16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are
there.17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.18 Now the fruit
of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

2. Gentleness – not spinelessness or weakness but strength under control – Matthew 5:5; Gal 6:1
a. Matthew 5:5 ---- 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.
b. Galatians 6:1 ---- Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
3. With longsuffering, - Self-restraint which does not hastily retaliate a wrong — Gal. 5:22; Col.

1:3:12
a. Galatians 5:22 ---- 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness,
b. Colossians 1:3,12 ---- 3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

praying always for you,12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in the light.

4. Bearing with one another In love – Patient with others foibles, faults, and infirmities - 1 Cor.
13:4 - 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not
puffed up;
a. Displaying these virtues does not come naturally or easily – it requires much effort

D. United In The Doctrine of The Spirit - Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) ---- 4 There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
1. One body – one church – Acts 2:47; Eph 1:22,23; 5:23

a. Acts 2:47 ---- 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to
the church daily those who were being saved.
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b. Ephesians 1:22-23 ---- 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the church,23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

2. One Spirit – one source of truth – John 16:13; Eph 3:3-5
a. John 16:13 ---- 13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into

all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak;
and He will tell you things to come.

b. Ephesians 3:3-5 ---- 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have
briefly written already,4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ),5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

3. One hope – one way to salvation & heaven – 1 Thess. 5:8; Acts 23:6; Col 1:5
a. 1 Thessalonians 5:8 ---- 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate

of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.
b. Acts 23:6 ---- 6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!”

c. Colossians 1:5 ---- 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you
heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,

4. One Lord, - one master – Acts 10:36; 1 Cor. 1:2,13
a. Acts 10:36 ---- 36 “The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace

through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—
b. 1 Corinthians 1:2,13 ---- 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

5. One faith – one body of truth to be believed, taught & defended – 2 Tim 1:13; Rom 10:8; Jude
3
a. 2 Timothy 1:13 ---- 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me,

in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
b. Romans 10:8 ---- 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your

heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):
c. Jude 3 ---- 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common

salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.

6. One baptism – Commanded by Jesus & the apostles – the means of entrance into the body of
Christ – Matt. 28:29; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 10:48; Rom. 6:3,4; 1 Peter 3:21
a. Romans 6:3-4 ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ

Jesus were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.

b. 1 Peter 3:21 ---- 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

7. One God and Father - the Father “of” all who believe; they are His children (John 1:12; Gal.
3:26). And He is “over” all them as their Sovereign. He lives “through” them and manifests
Himself “in” them.
a. John 1:12 ---- 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become

children of God, to those who believe in His name:
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b. Galatians 3:26 ---- 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
c. Our unity is dependant on our conformity  to Divine truth

E. United In The Body of Christ - Ephesians 4:7-16 (NKJV) ---- 7 But to each one of us grace was
given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.“ 9 (Now this, "He ascended"--what does it mean
but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 12 for the equipping of the saints
for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,  13 till we all come to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ -- 16
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of
itself in love. 
1. The Source Of These Gifts … 7-10 Jesus Christ – from the bounty of His grace (7) 

a. – as prophesied (8, cf Psa. 68:18) – as resurrected Lord – (9,10)
2. The Nature Of These Gifts ... (11) – Providing the church with the necessary functions (apostles,

prophets, evangelist, pastors, teachers) 
3. The Purpose Of These Gifts ... (12-15) – for development stability and unity - To prepare

members of the body for service 
a. Our unity is dependant on our working together in love – (16) 

(1) Ephesians 4:16 ---- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

III. Conclusion:
A. Are we striving for the Unity of the Spirit?   What are we doing to maintain the unity of the Spirit?
B. It is made up of the same Calling ; Attitude ; Doctrine ; Body but it has to be the Right also.
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