
“I AM RESOLVED - TO WALK WITH THE KING AND GLORIFY GOD” in 2016
Intro:

A. 2015 has come and gone and it is a time to reflect on what we resolved last year and how we fared
in accomplishing what we listed.
1. According to http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/New_Years_Resolutions.shtml the top 12

common resolutions people list are:
a. Drink Less Alcohol
b. Get a Better Education
c. Get a Better Job
d. Get Fit
e. Lose Weight
f. Manage Debt
g. Manage Stress
h. Quit Smoking Now
i. Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle
j. Save Money
k. Take a Trip
l. Volunteer to Help Others

2. When we talk of resolve ---- we are talking about:
a. I resolve to..... {this is your personal resolve)
b. Resolve firmly .....{resolutions are not to be taken lightly}
c. With Enormous (great) determination .....{this means that there is commitment}

B. Now lets look at what we may have resolved to do last year....
1. Get rid of hindrances / Break bad habits
2. Address neglected duties
3. Spend More time in Bible study
4. More time in prayer
5. Attend more regularly
6. Visit the sick more
7. Get more involved in the church
8. Become more like Jesus:

a. Righteousness -
b. Holiness –
c. Love –

C. Each of these are noble aspirations and biblical in nature - note just a few passages of scripture here:
1. Proverbs 3:5-8 (NKJV) ---- 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own

understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.  7 Do not
be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh,
And strength to your bones.

2.  Psalm 119:104-106 (NKJV) ---- 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I
hate every false way.  105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 106 I have
sworn and confirmed That I will keep Your righteous judgments. 

3. Philippians 3:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected;
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  13
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,  14 I press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

D. Let us be encouraged that when we resolve to do things spiritually we have strength from heaven to
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be successful:
1. Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

E. Therefore let us resolve as we stand here at the beginning of the year to make this year not one of
what we will do but rather what we will become and who we will be ---- Matthew 23:25-26
1. Note:   1 Peter 4:1-11 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm

yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2
that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will
of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when
we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.

2. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of
dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead. 6 For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that
they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 7 But
the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.

3. 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of
sins." 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one has received a gift,
minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks,
let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which
God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

F. As Such we need to 

II. Arm Yourselves With The Mind of Christ – (4:1) ---- 4:1. Therefore (oun, an inferential conjunction)
Peter referred back to Christ’s suffering in 3:18 and applied the principles of patient endurance in unjust
suffering to his readers’ immediate situation. He exhorted believers to arm themselves with the same
courageous attitude or mind-set Christ had regarding suffering. The word translated “arm yourselves”
(hoplisasthe, used only here in the NT) referred to a soldier putting on armor (cf. Eph. 6:13). With the
same determination and care with which a soldier puts on his armor, Christians are to adopt Christ’s
“attitude” (ennoian, lit., “thought”; Heb. 4:12 has the only other biblical usage of this word) toward
persecution, an unswerving resolve to do God’s will.  Identification with Christ, arming oneself with His
attitude, also means sharing in His suffering and death. Christ suffered in His body, and a believer
suffers in his body also. One who has suffered in this way is done with sin, that is, his being identified
with Christ demonstrates (as does baptism) his break with a sinful life. Because of Christ’s death, “we
should no longer be slaves to sin, because anyone who has died has been freed from sin” (Rom. 6:6-7).
— Bible Knowledge Commentary
A. Arm - equip oneself with the same insight - (BDAG) - Aorist Imperative – decisive action at a given

point
B. Put on the attitude and mind set of Jesus – [Faith, Courage, Hope] - (3:18; Phili. 2:5-10; Rom.

13:12-14; Prov. 23:7)
1. 1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that

He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,
2. Philippians 2:5-10 (NKJV) ----- 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,
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3. Romans 13:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the
day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

4. Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to
you, But his heart is not with you.

C. Cease from sin - If our attitude and thinking is like Jesus' - then doing what we ought will naturally
follow – (Heb 5:7-9; 12:1,2; Ezek. 18:31; Rom. 12:1-3; Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:1-10)
1. Hebrews 5:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and

supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and
was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him,

2. Hebrews 12:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us,
a. Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.

3. Ezekiel 18:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have
committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house
of Israel?

4. Romans 12:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 3 For I say, through the
grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

5. Ephesians 4:22-24 (NKJV) ---- 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old
man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your
mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness and holiness.

6. Colossians 3:1-10 (NKJV) ---- 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not
on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ
who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death
your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the
sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now
you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of
your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10
and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who
created him,

III. Not Living To Please Men – But To Please God – (4:2,3)
A. From this day forward....

1. Do NOT live for self or men – (lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and
abominable idolatries), such living is a waste of time and life! - (4:2,3; Eph. 4:17-24; 5:8-18)
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a. 1 Peter 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for
the lusts of men, but for the will of God.
(1) 1 Peter 4:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will

of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking
parties, and abominable idolatries.

b. Ephesians 4:17-24 (NKJV) ---- 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having
their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given
themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But you have not
so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth
is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and
that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness.

c. Ephesians 5:8-18 (NKJV) ---- 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness,
and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of
those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made
manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: “Awake,
you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 15 See then that you
walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do
not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

B. Resolve to strive to please God in all we do – (Rom. 12:1,2; Eccl. 12:13; Eph. 5:1; Col. 3:17; 1
Thess. 4:1; 1 John 2:15-17), 
1. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
a. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God.

2. Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and
keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.

3. Ephesians 5:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.
4. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
5. 1 Thessalonians 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus

that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and
to please God;

6. 1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) ---- 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

IV. Willing To Suffer Reproach From The Ungodly – (4:4-6)
A. “They think it strange” – old acquaintances are now persecutors. A changed life provokes hostility

from those who reject the gospel - (4:4; 2:12; 3:16; Mat. 5:10-12; Acts 13:45)
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1. 1 Peter 4:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them
in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.

2. 1 Peter 2:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God
in the day of visitation.

3. 1 Peter 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers,
those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.

4. Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV) ---- 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

5. Acts 13:45 (NKJV) ---- 45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy;
and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul.

B. “They will give an account” – (4:5; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2 Pet. 2:12; Jude 10)
1. 1 Peter 4:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and

the dead.
2. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and
to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.

3. 2 Peter 2:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed,
speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption,

4. Jude 10 (NKJV) ---- 10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they
know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.

C. The gospel gives true life - The ungodly may condemn – but God gives life – (4:6; 1 Pet. 2:11; 3:19;
Heb 11:13)
1. 1 Peter 4:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead,

that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
2. 1 Peter 2:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly

lusts which war against the soul,
3. 1 Peter 3:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,
4. Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but

having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

V. Taking My Spiritual Duties Seriously – (4:7-11)
A. Ready for judgment – (4:7; 2 Pet. 3:9-11; John 5:28,29; 12:48,49)

1. 1 Peter 4:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful
in your prayers.

2. 2 Peter 3:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

3. John 5:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in
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the graves will hear His voice
a. John 5:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 and come forth— those who have done good, to the resurrection

of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.
4. John 12:48 (NKJV) ---- 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which

judges him— the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.
a. John 12:49 (NKJV) ---- 49 For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who

sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.
B. “Serious and watchful in prayer” – (4:7; 5:8; Mt 25:13; Eph 6:18; Col. 4:2)

1. 1 Peter 4:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful
in your prayers.

2. 1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

3. Matthew 25:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in
which the Son of Man is coming.

4. Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

5. Colossians 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with
thanksgiving;

C. Fervent love - (4:8; 1 Pet. 1:22; Col. 3:14; 1 Thes 3:12; Prov. 10:12; Jas. 5:20)
1. 1 Peter 4:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will

cover a multitude of sins.”
2. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the

Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
3. Colossians 3:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of

perfection.
4. 1 Thessalonians 3:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love

to one another and to all, just as we do to you,
5. Proverbs 10:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.
6. James 5:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way

will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.
D. Be hospitable without grumbling – (4:9; Rom 12:13; Heb. 13:2; Phili 2:14)

1. 1 Peter 4:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.
2. Romans 12:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.
3. Hebrews 13:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have

unwittingly entertained angels.
4. Philippians 2:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing,

E. Diligent in service as good stewards – (4:10,11; Rom 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 4:2)
1. 1 Peter 4:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good

stewards of the manifold grace of God.
a. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

2. Romans 12:6-8 (NKJV) ---- 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given
to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let
us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he
who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

3. 1 Corinthians 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.
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VI. Conclusion:
A. Have you been baptized into Christ? – Luke 7:29,30; Gal. 3:26,27

1. Luke 7:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified
God, having been baptized with the baptism of John.
a. Luke 7:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for

themselves, not having been baptized by him.
2. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

a. Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) ----- 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put
on Christ.

1

B. If So......:
1. Have you armed yourself with the mind of Christ?
2. Are you living to please men or God?
3. Are you willing to suffer reproach from the ungodly?
4. Are you taking your spiritual duties seriously?
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