
“LORD GIVE ME PATIENCE” - Luke 21:19 
(Patient In My Service)

Intro:
A. The subject of Patience is one that at this time of the year is greatly needed:

1. The kids can’t wait for “Christmas day”
2. Our patience is tried as we go from place to place to find that perfect gift - only to stand in line

for “what seems like hours....”
3. For me who hates to shop - it is a time of the year when patience is at its very limit

a. The traffic jams, the long lines (for my small handful of goods) ---- don’t you think it would
be great to have a register that says - for those not buying gifts!

b. The 10 item and 20 item registers - always seem to have at least one person who can’t read...
c. All of this tests my Patience

4. But ..... 
a. I think of Job ---- a man filled with Patience
b. I think of Noah ---- who wait for God to bring about the destruction He warned him about -

after 120 years.
c. I think of God’s Patience with me ---- WOW are we not all glad of that!

B. When we look at the subject of Patience - how many want it “NOW”; how many do you know who
have this mind set - “Lord give me patience ---- NOW”
1. You see - I want to go to the store - walk in - pick up what I need and leave ---- not spend an

hour waiting for “price checks - buggy loads of things you know are going to be returned...ect.”
2. Our Text Luke 21:19 - comes from a context that is very interesting:

a. Luke 21:12-19 (NKJV) ---- 12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought
before kings and rulers for My name's sake.  13 But it will turn out for you as an occasion
for testimony. 14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you
will answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not
be able to contradict or resist. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives
and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17 And you will be hated by all for My
name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head shall be lost. 19 By your patience possess your
souls. 

b. This says “Patience is often mixed with suffering”
3. In James 5:7-12 (NKJV) ----- we learn a little more about the subject of Patience:

a. 7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for
the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.
8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not
grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing
at the door!

b. 10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of
suffering and patience. 11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the
perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord--that the Lord is very
compassionate and merciful. 12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven
or by earth or with any other oath. But let your "Yes," be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest
you fall into judgment. 

C. What is this Patience that is required during service and suffering?
1. Strong's Number: <G3114> ; Original Word: ìáêñïèõì?ù, makrothymeô - Usage Notes: akin

to A, "to be patient, longsuffering, to bear with," lit., "to be long-tempered,"
2. Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words we find this:
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a.  "Longsuffering is that quality of self-restraint in the face of provocation which does not
hastily retaliate or promptly punish; it is the opposite of anger, and is associated with mercy,
and is used of God, Exod. 34:6 (Sept.); Rom. 2:4; 1 Pet. 3:20.

3. “Patience is the quality that does not surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial; it is the
opposite of despondency and is associated with hope, 1 Thess. 1:3; it is not used of God.”[From
Notes on Thessalonians, by Hogg and Vine, pp. 183,184.]— 
a. 1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NKJV)  ---- 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor

of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 
D. In the words of others - Patience thus can be summed up as:

1. “Patience is waiting. Not passively waiting. That is laziness. But to keep going when the going
is hard and slow - that is patience.” (Author Unknown)

2. “Patience is not passive; on the contrary, it is active; it is concentrated strength” - Edward G.
Bulwer- (British politician, poet, critic and prolific novelist, 1803-1873)

3. “Patience is something you admire in the driver behind you, but not in one ahead.” -  Bill
McGlashen quotes

E. However, we unfortunately - become our own worst enemies - by being victims of my insatiable
need for instant gratification - BUT we must learn
1. Psalms 37:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because

of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. 
2. Luke 8:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard

the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 
3. Romans 2:6-7 (NKJV) ---- 6 who "will render to each one according to his deeds": 

7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
immortality; 

4. Romans 8:23-25 (NKJV) ---- 23. . .  even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting
for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that
is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we
do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

F. In our study today we want to examine:
1. The Admonition to “therefore be patient Brethren”
2. The Negatives of an Impatient attitude
3.  And last the idea we all hear — “NO PAIN NO GAIN”

II. The Admonition to “therefore be patient Brethren” ---- James 5:7-12
A. The need for continuance – (vs. 7; Rom. 2:7; Heb. 6:11,12; Rev. 2:10)

1. Romans 2:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek
for glory, honor, and immortality;

2. Hebrews 6:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope until the end,
a. Hebrews 6:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who

through faith and patience inherit the promises.
3. Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.

Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

B. Example of the farmer – (vs. 7; Dependence upon God’s provisions – Hos. 6:3; Joel 2:23)
1. Hosea 6:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Let us know, Let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. His going forth

is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to
the earth.
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2. Joel 2:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the Lord your God;
For He has given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for
you— The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month.

C. Establish your hearts – (vs. 8; Ps 27:14; 28:7; 112:7,8; Prov. 3:5; 4:23)
1. Psalm 27:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen

your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord!
2. Psalm 28:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and

I am helped; Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, And with my song I will praise Him.
3. Psalm 112:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 He will not be afraid of evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting

in the Lord.
4. Psalm 112:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 His heart is established; He will not be afraid, Until he sees his desire

upon his enemies.
5. Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own

understanding;
6. Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues

of life.
D. Do not complain and grumble – (vs. 9; 1 Cor. 10:10;1 Pet. 4:9)

1. 1 Corinthians 10:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were
destroyed by the destroyer.

2. 1 Peter 4:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.
E. James 5:7-12 ---- Until the coming of the Lord (7); For the coming of the Lord is at hand (8) ; The

judge is standing at the door (9) ; Lest you fall into judgment (12)
1. Consider the prophets and their end – (vs. 10, 11a; Acts 7:52; Heb. 11:32-12:3; Mat. 5:10,11;

10:22)
a. Acts 7:52 (NKJV) ---- 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they

killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the
betrayers and murderers,

b. Hebrews 11:32-12:3 (NKJV) ---- 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me
to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the
prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings
and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn
in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy.
They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these,
having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having
provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. 1
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

c. Matthew 5:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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(1) Matthew 5:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.

d. Matthew 10:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he
who endures to the end will be saved.

2. Consider the perseverance of Job and the end intended by God – (vs. 11; Job 23:10; 42:10-17;
Eccl. 7:8; 1 Pet. 1:6,7; 2 Pet. 2:9)
a. Job 23:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall

come forth as gold.
b. Job 42:10-17 (NKJV) ---- 10 And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his

friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then all his brothers,
all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food
with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the
Lord had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold. 12
Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female
donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he called the name of the
first Jemimah, the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-Happuch. 15
In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job; and their father
gave them an inheritance among their brothers. 16 After this Job lived one hundred and forty
years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations. 17 So Job died, old and
full of days.

c. Ecclesiastes 7:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 The end of a thing is better than its beginning; The patient
in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

d. 1 Peter 1:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need
be, you have been grieved by various trials,

e. 1 Peter 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than
gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ,

f. 2 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,

3. Consider our lack of control – (vs. 12; 4:13-17; Mat. 5:33-37; 6:25-34)
a. James 4:13-17 (NKJV) ---- 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to

such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do
not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears
for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we
shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is
evil. 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

b. Matthew 5:33-37 (NKJV) ---- 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old,
‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you,
do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His
footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by
your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’
and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

c. Matthew 6:25-34 (NKJV) ---- 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life
more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28
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“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.

F. There is good reason to “WAIT”

III. The Negatives of an Impatient attitude
A. I see the Impatience of Jonah - on God’s love for His creation - Jonah 4

1. When we look at Impatience there are severe consequences that go hand in hand with this
attitude:

2. The impatient driver on the road - ends up getting a ticket or gets involved in an accident — etc.
a. The athlete who wants muscle tone and strength without the time it takes to get it - resorts

to steroids and doping scandals. 
b. So we must be aware how this effects us: we .....

B. Run the risk of always being dissatisfied, upset, and angry with ourselves - our knowledge, our
ability to retain things learned, our lack of perfection ect ect ect.
1. Easily lose our control and fire off outbursts of anger, temper, and blame it on others.
2. We become a member of the "throw away" generation, discarding relationships, people, jobs,

school, churches etc.
a. Our expectation of others is larger than our expectations of ourselves.
b. Often can’t stand to wait for someone - yet we don’t mind taking our time and have someone

else waiting on us.
3. We waste energy worrying about how slow things are changing instead of directing the energy

toward the changes we desire.
a. I ask you this - how fast or slow did it take for you to change once you heard the truth of

God’s Word?
C. We withdraw prematurely from a helping situation because we are not seeing an immediate pay off

for our efforts. 
1. We sacrifice friendships and relationships prematurely because the other person is not changing

as quickly or as thoroughly as we desire.
a. Marriages are thrown away because - “he” or “she” is not changing the way I want them -

how selfish is this.
b. The marriage vows often have the phrase - for better or for worse in it.

2. We ignore all of the positive gains we and others have made on the road to recovery and growth,
only concentrating on what has not yet been accomplished.

D. We become pessimistic about life and neglect to count our blessings.
1. Wanting to see certain results now, we burn ourselves out – and neglect other important things,

and become discouraged when the goals are not instantly realized.
2. We lose the ability to take a large goal and break it down into manageable increments.

a. Goals should be out of sight not out of reach
3. We become overwhelmed by the large tasks ahead of us and lose the hope and motivation to

keep on trying.
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E. BUT - We must Learn

IV.  And lastly the idea we all hear so often — “NO PAIN NO GAIN”
A. Building strength in the physical body requires hard work, time and perseverance –

1. Building spiritual strength also requires hard work, time and perseverance -
B. James 1:2-4 (NKJV) ---- 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing

that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may
be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

C. “God's way of answering the Christian's prayer for more patience, experience, hope and love often
is to put him into the furnace of affliction”  ----  Richard Cecil

D. Growth takes time –
1. Change takes time –
2. Obtaining or achieving anything valuable and important takes time and continual effort –

V. Conclusion:
A. “Lord grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things

I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” 
B. Realize and recognize that:

1. Luke 21:12-19 (NKJV) ---- 12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings
and rulers for My name's sake.  13 But it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony. 14
Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; 15 for I
will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or
resist. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will
put some of you to death. 17 And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. 18 But not a hair
of your head shall be lost. 19 By your patience possess your souls. 

2. Hebrews 12:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility
from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 
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