
JESUS' LAST DESIRES EXPRESSED BEFORE HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS

Intro.  
A. Before Jesus went to His death on the cross, He expressed in prayer His great concerns for His

beloved disciples.  
1. John 17 has been called "Jesus' Dying Request" because it expresses the last extensive prayer

and the weight of His concerns.  
2. It is a lovely example of unselfish love for others.  

a. He was not praying that He would not die.  
b. He was not praying that He would not suffer.  
c. His focus and concern was not on himself, but on those who would be left behind.  

3. It is a prayer of love and courage.  
a. But, more importantly it expresses what He still desires in those who would be His disciples.

B. I have thought about what I would desire to see happen before I pass this life and on this fathers day
I would like to share applications from the prayer of Jesus, on what He longed for after His
departure.  
1. For me, my prayer would be that my wife and children will remain faithful to the Lord and join

me in heaven one day.  
a. I have an expectation of the reward, not that I am perfect or have not sinned but that I have

a loving Father in Heaven, who is merciful, loving and kind - but also judicial.
2. I would pray that they would have their own personal love for the Lord that would keep them

driven toward growing in His grace and knowledge. 
a. My faith must not be their faith ---- we can’t go to heaven on the coat tails of another’s faith -

we must develop our faith thru the study of God’s Word and our walk with Hi.
3. I would hope that they and all would be far more touched by the dying requests of Jesus than they

were touched by my dying requests.  
4. I would pray that all my brethren would be made stronger and more determined to join me on

His right hand in the judgment.  
5. I would pray that the church here would remain strong and grow even stronger in their

commitment to God and His words of truth.
a. In the absence of one generation - the younger generation and the church of tomorrow will

still be here in Wilmington - the light of one generation still shining brightly thru the children
of today.  ---- cg. 2 John 1:4

6. I would not want my family, friends, and brethren to sorrow over me as those who have no hope.
a. My life is a preparation for death - so it is not a sorrow but I joy to think of the crossing over

the Jordan. 
7. I would hope that all would know that I died in faith and in the Lord.

a. There is no greater Joy than to know that one has died in the faith - with all the warts, scars
and deformities of this life, the soul has been growing stronger each and every day.

C.  Jesus' last requests are far more significant than mine, and His death was far more significant than
mine could ever be. 
1. So, I would like to remind us all of Jesus' dying request and how we can do our part to fulfill His

desire in us. 
2. As a father, I would want every one to know that this prayer would be the model of my prayer,

for myself, my family and my spiritual family.
3.  Jesus wanted:

II. Jesus desired to be glorified with the Father: - cf John 17:1-8
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A. Our whole life should be a beacon to round about us that this is the main focus and purpose of our
lives too.
1. We were made in the very image of God, crowned with glory and honor as we noted in last

weeks sermon ---- to be holy - as He is HOLY
2. We come from God and it should be our desire to return back to Him.

B. As such we need to examine our lives and the talents God has bestowed on us -
1. How we used them, how we managed them and how we preserved them.

C. Which brings us to the second portion of this prayer:

III. DURABILITY AND PRESERVATION OF HIS DISCIPLES.  Jno.17:9-15 -  "Keep through Your
name" - vrs 11 ---- (NKJV) - 9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have
given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.
11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father,
keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12
While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept;
and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I
come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.
14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just
as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should
keep them from the evil one.
A. God's order through Moses was that the children of Israel were to represent the greatness of

Almighty God.  
1. This is what was meant by "not taking His name in vain" (Ex.20:7). 

a. Father’s let us teach our children that the current culture of txt and the “OMG” is not a
reflection of how we (as Christians) revere the name of God. 

2. It meant to carry God with them in high regard.  
a. If they lived impure lives, they were "taking His name in vain".  
b. If they diverted back to the ways of the idolatrous world around them, then they were "taking

God's name in vain".
B. The honor and privilege of representing God to the world should be quite motivating.  

1. What an honor to carry forward God's name, His righteous interests, and His power and rule.
C. Jesus was praying that His disciples had captured enough of His greatness in their minds and hearts

so that God could use that to "keep" them and us preserved.
D. The Jews had profaned God's name. 

1. They acted in such a dishonorable manner. 
a. Though God appealed to them over and over through the prophets, John, and Jesus, He could

not "keep them through His name".  
2. One must truly know God as great and awesome before one can be kept through His name.

E. May we walk a little “clearer” so that our children have captured and grandchildren will capture in
their lives enough of the love and respect and appreciation of God as our Father.

IV. SANCTIFIED THROUGH GOD'S TRUTH. 17:17-19 (NKJV) ---- 17 Sanctify them by Your
truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

A. Jesus prayed that God's word would be allowed to work mightily within them so that it set them
apart from the world.

B. That word was TRUTH.  
1. The truth would "set them free" (Jno.8:31,32)(NKJV) ---- 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who
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believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
a. But is based on a condition “IF” — of abiding in His Word and being a disciple indeed.

2. That truth would move them to desire to let the world in on what was true and dependable about
God's existence, justification, and the reality of the spiritual realm as well as the reality of life
after death and the judgment to come.

C. All the philosophies of the philosophers would fall into useless conjecture and theory. 
1. TRUTH was absolute and absolutely obtainable.  

a. Truth was here.  
(1) Grace and TRUTH came by Jesus Christ. (Jno.1:17)(NKJV) ---- 17 For the law was

given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
b. Now people could "KNOW ASSUREDLY" some things (Acts 2:36)(NKJV) ---- 36

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

2. TRUTH was packed with evidence.  
a. The resurrection truth was undeniable. (Acts 17:31; 1 Cor.15). 

(1) Acts 17:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the
world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of
this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

(2) 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel
which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then
by the twelve.

b. The Jews couldn't answer the empty tomb.  
(1) The Athenian philosophers could not answer it.  
(2) The disciples of Jesus WERE indeed "sanctified through God's truth".

V. UNITY OF DISCIPLES.  17:20-23 (NKJV) ---- 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those
who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and
I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory
which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You
in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and
have loved them as You have loved Me.
A. The church at Corinth was called back into unity by determining to keep a clear focus on the cross.

1 Cor.1-3 
B. The story of the cross is a uniting point upon which Jew and Gentiles can forget their cultural

differences and stand together for a more important cause. Eph.2:11f 
C. Jesus wants us to be tight as a close family.
D. May the image captured in our children’s heart be one of striving to be “ONE” in Christ Jesus always

- and see the anguish in our hearts when that is not the case.
1. May theu see the love of UNITY is not based on the acceptance of error and the pleasing of Men,

but of the acceptance of the whole truth and the Approval of God.

VI. TOGETHERNESS AGAIN IN HEAVEN. 17:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 “Father, I desire that they also
whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have
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given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
A. Jesus wants us to make it through the trials of this world.

1. Not just make it thru - but do it with an attitude of Joy ---- James 1:2-4 (NKJV) ---- 2 My
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing.

B. Jesus wants us to have a grand reunion in heaven. ---- “OH WON’T IT BE WONDERFUL OVER
THERE.....”

C. What father does not want to have the confidence in his children that they are planning on a family
gathering once we depart this life.
1. David’s commitment to the son who had died as a result of his sin is a motto that we should all

live by ---- 2 Samuel 12:23 (NKJV) ---- But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring23 

him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” 
2. What a great comfort to know that your children and grandchildren and as many generations to

come may have the same love for the Lord as you did in this life.
1

VII. Conclusion:  
A. Won't it be wonderful there? 

1. Jesus wants you to be kept, sanctified, united with His church, and to finally go to be with Him
in heaven. 

B. How are you answering His dying request?  
1. Will this prayer go unanswered in YOUR life?  

C. Will it have been prayed in vain?  
1. Will Jesus have died in vain for you?  
2. You determine if you will know and love God and let Him work in you. 

D. What is your decision?

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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