
Lord Increase Our Faith - Luke 17:1-10

Intro:
A. An examination of one’s faith is essential to the well being of a Christian.  As such there are a

number of questions that we ought to ask ourselves with such regards.
1. Do you ever feel like your faith could be stronger? 
2. Do you ever feel weak? 
3. Have you ever looked at another Christian and thought, “I wish my faith was that strong!”? 
4. Have you ever thought to yourself, “I don’t know if I have the faith to do that”?

B. The goal of every child of God should be to develop into spiritual maturity and usefulness in the
kingdom of God.

1. We will not achieve this goal if we do not aim for it and do the things necessary in achieving it!
– Rom 10:17; Acts 17:11,12; James 2:14-26; Heb 5:12-14
a. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God.
b. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.
(1) Acts 17:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the

Greeks, prominent women as well as men.
c. James 2:14-26 (NKJV) ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith

but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute
of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you
do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and
I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and
tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was
not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do
you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?
23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted
to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is
justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified
by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

d. Hebrews 5:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

2. The key to success is a strong faith – Faith helps us see beyond our present distress and suffering
to victory in life eternal – Matt 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8; Heb 11:1,6; 13-16; 12:1-3; 1 Pet 1:3-9
a. Matthew 6:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
b. Matthew 8:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little

faith?” Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.
c. Matthew 14:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him,

and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
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d. Matthew 16:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith,
why do you reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread?

e. Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

f. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

g. Hebrews 11:13-16 (NKJV) ---- 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that
they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had
come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is,
a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared
a city for them.

h. Hebrews 12:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such
hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

i. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NKJV) ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom
having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

C. Faith is essential in order to please God – Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

1. A strong faith is essential in overcoming the temptations we will face – Ephesians 6:16 (NKJV)
---- 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked one.

2. An unwavering faith is essential in receiving the wisdom needed to persevere through the trials of
life – James 1:2-8 (NKJV) ---- 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him
ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the
wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways.

1

D. Let us examine the text of our lesson - Luke 17:1-10

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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1. 1 Then He said to the disciples, "It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him
through whom they do come!  2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his
neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. 3 Take
heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 

2. 4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying,
'I repent,' you shall forgive him." 5 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." 6 So
the Lord said, "If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be pulled up
by the roots and be planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. 

3. 7 And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come
in from the field, 'Come at once and sit down to eat'? 8 But will he not rather say to him, 'Prepare
something for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward
you will eat and drink'? 

4. 9 Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I think not. 10
So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are
unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' " 

E. There are fourteen lessons here in Luke that require a good solid sound faith
1. Love your enemies – 6:27-36 - Luke 6:27-36 (NKJV)27 “But I say to you who hear: Love your

enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you. 29 To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him
who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of
you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as you want
men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32 “But if you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend
to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to
sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing
in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to
the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

2. Build on the rock – 6:46-49
3. The sower – 8:4-18
4. Wind and waves obey – 8:22-25
5. Take up your cross – 9:23-26
6. Cost of discipleship – 9:57-62; 14:25-33
7. Confessing Christ – 12:8,9
8. Don’t worry – 12:22-34
9. The narrow gate – 13:24
10. Humility required – 14:11
11. Importance of little things – 16:10
12. Marriage, divorce & remarriage – 16:18
13. The certainty of offenses – 17:1,2
14. Forgive the one seeking forgiveness – even if he sins against you over and over and repents –

“you shall forgive him!” – 17:3,4
15. Luke 17:5 (NKJV) - 5 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." 

II. How is Faith Increased ..... 
A. Turn to the right source for faith (v. 5). Notice the text says, “And the apostles said to the Lord,

‘Increase our faith’” (Luke 17:5, emphasis mine JC).
1. They did not turn to Peter, Matthew, James, John, or Thaddaeus to ask for greater faith. Certainly
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they could help, but these men are not the source of true faith. The Lord is the only true source of
faith. 
a. Not men, (Mat 15:7-9), or feelings, (Prov. 14:12)

(1) Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:
8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their
heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ ”

(2) Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the
way of death.

2. The Lord speaks to us through his revelation (Eph. 3:3-5).
a. Ephesians 3:3-5 (NKJV) ---- 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as

I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge
in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

3. Faith comes from the word of God (Rom. 10:17; Acts 17:11-12).
a. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God.
b. Acts 17:11-12 (NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks,
prominent women as well as men.

4. Thus, if we want our faith to grow and increase, we must spend time with the Lord and his word.
a. Everything we need to be mature in Christ is found in the scripture – (2 Tim 3:15-17)

(1) 2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NKJV) ---- 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

B. Recognize our own weakness and deficiency (v. 5)
1. They didn’t think “We don’t think the Pharisees could be that forgiving.” (Luke 18:9-14)

a. Luke 18:9-14 (NKJV) ---- 9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,
‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector,
standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

2. Rather, they took a close look at themselves - “Increase our faith” - 
3. Honesty and sincerity require that we examine ourselves - (2 Cor. 13:5).

a. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

C. Realize what faith can do (v. 6).Faith as a mustard seed - 
1.  Jesus said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up

by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you” (v. 6). 
a. The point is that with faith we can do what seems to be impossible. To the apostles, the
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requirement to forgive seven times in a day seemed just as impossible as commanding a
mulberry tree to be cast into the sea. 

b. Seeing what faith can do for us will cause us to strive to increase our faith.
2. “The mustard seed was the smallest of all Seeds. It has been supposed by some, therefore, that he

meant to say, if ye have the smallest or feeblest faith that is genuine, ye can do all things. The
mustard seed produced the largest of all herbs. . .  therefore, to mean, If you have increasing,
expanding, enlarged faith, growing and strengthening from small beginnings, you can perform the
most difficult undertaking.”— Barnes' Notes

3. A strong faith will defend against every temptation – (Eph 6:16)
a. A strong faith can overcome any life problem – (Mat 17:20; 2 Cor 4:16-18; 1 Pet 5:8,9; 1

John 5:4,5)
(1) Matthew 17:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for

assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.

(2) 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NKJV) ---- 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal.

(3) 1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

(4) 1 Peter 5:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.

(5) 1 John 5:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has overcome the world— our faith.

(6) 1 John 5:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

b. A strong faith will bear fruit unto the glory of God – (Psalm 1:1-3; John 15:1-8; Col. 1:9-11;
Phili 4:13
(1) Psalm 1:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the

ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be
like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf
also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.

(2) John 15:1-8 (NKJV) ---- 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you
are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered;
and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

(3) Colossians 1:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not
cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
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pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
longsuffering with joy;

(4) Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
D. Use what faith you have and it will grow (v. 6)

1. The emphasis here is not on how much faith or how large one’s faith is, but on using what he has. 
2. As with a muscle of the body, when faith is exercised it will grow and increase (cf. Gal. 5:6; Heb.

5:11-13; James 2:22-25; 1 Thes 1:3-10).
a. Galatians 5:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision

avails anything, but faith working through love.
b. Hebrews 5:11-13 (NKJV) ---- 11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since

you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come
to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe.

c. James 2:22-25 (NKJV) ---- 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and
by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of
God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was
not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them
out another way?

d. 1 Thessalonians 1:3-10 (NKJV) ---- 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 4
knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. 5 For our gospel did not come to you in
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what
kind of men we were among you for your sake. 6 And you became followers of us and of the
Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you
became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word of the
Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith
toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare
concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from
the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

E. Just continually do what the Lord commands (vv. 7-10)
1. A servant simply does what he is commanded without question and doubt, - he has learned

humility -
2. Likewise, if we willingly, and enthusiastically do what we are commanded, being humble enough

to allow God to direct our steps, our faith will grow – (e.g. Abraham, Rom. 4:1-4,9-24)
a. Romans 4:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found

according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and
it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not
counted as grace but as debt.

b. Romans 4:9-24 (NKJV) ---- 9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only,
or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for
righteousness. 10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised?
Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision,
a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might
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be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might
be imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while
still uncircumcised. 13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to
Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those
who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 15 because
the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression. 16 Therefore
it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the
seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in
the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things
which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he
became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants
be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he
was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at the
promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and
being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And
therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 23 Now it was not written for his sake
alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in
Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,

III. In Conclusion:
A. What is the Danger If Faith Doesn’t Increase?

1. I Am NOT Growing – (2 Pet 3:17,18) (NKJV) ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know
this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the
error of the wicked;- 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

2. Faith Is Decreased – (Heb. 5:11-14)(NKJV) ---- 11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you
have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled
in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full
age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

3. We can drift to the point of unbelief - Heb 3:13
4. Weakens hope and our standing ground becomes shaky – (Heb 11:1) (NKJV) ---- 1 Now faith

is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
5. I Will Become Unfruitful – (Matt. 13:18-23)
6. I Will Become Unprofitable – (Matt. 25:14-30)
7. I Will Not Enter The Promise Land – (Heb. 3:12-19)(NKJV) ---- 12 Beware, brethren, lest there

be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one
another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence
steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion.” 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came
out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those
who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would
not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because
of unbelief.
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B. To increase our Faith and become well rooted we must:
1. Study God’s Word
2. Have the Desire to do what is right in the sight of the Lord
3. Overcome the wicket one
4. Have the Zeal - that when knocked down we are not knocked out but ready to get up
5. Have the humility to humbly obey even when it just does not seem right to.
6. Exercise our faith - any muscle not exercised diminishes.

C. I leave you all with one last thought:
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 (NKJV) ---- 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the

Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  2 Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as
it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds
toward each other, 

2. 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all
your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous
judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also
suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 

3. 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels,  8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 These shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 

4. 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those
who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. 11 Therefore we also pray always
for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, 

5. and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 that the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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