
Hands That Touched Jesus
Mark 14:43-46

Introduction:
A. Have you ever wondered about living during the time that Jesus lived?

1. I believe I speak for most that are sitting here today - that we have thought at one time or another
that IF I was back there in the time of Christ - I would have been one of His followers and not
one of those caught up in the mod riot - shouting “Crucify Him”.

2. Here we stand 2000 plus years from these events and yet questions still swirl around in our
minds.

B. What did He look like? 
1. Certainly not what is painted in the Renaissance period - blue eyed hipee!
2. What was His manner of speech and the sound of His voice?

a. What we read is the record of eye witnesses (inspired by the Holy Spirit) not the actual
speeches of Christ - in word for word format.

C. Have you ever thought about touching the body of our Lord as he lived here in the flesh.
1. We are speaking about touching the “Son of God” - not just a man - but “God in the Flesh”.
2. For some this would be like touching a super human being - but Jesus did not come to be exalted

here on earth - He came to server and surrender His life for the souls of men.
D. With these few thoughts in mind we look at vs. 46 where they laid their hands on Jesus.

1. Mark 14:43-46 (NKJV) ---- 43 And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes
and the elders. 44 Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is
the One; seize Him and lead Him away safely.” 45 As soon as he had come, immediately he went
up to Him and said to Him, “Rabbi, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 46 Then they laid their hands on
Him and took Him.

E. We will briefly look at some that really did put their hands on Jesus.

II. The hands of rebellion
A. We now read in Matthew 16:13-23 where our Lord was in the coast of Caesarea Phillipi.

1. Matthew 16:13-23 (NKJV) ---- 13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He
asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He
was Jesus the Christ. 21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised the third day. 22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,
“Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” 23 But He turned and said to
Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the
things of God, but the things of men.”

B. Upon this occasion he asked them the very important question who do men say I am.
1. There were different answers given at this time.
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2. The he turned to Peter and he made the great confession that you are the Son of God.
C. Peter is saying I have plans. . . you can hide do not let these people kill you.
D. It was the touch of rebellion.

1. Would you be guilty of this?
2. Many would say in no way would I touch Jesus in this manner.
3. How many have their own way of salvation.
4. Just another type of hands of rebellion.

III. The hands of Faith in Fulfillment
A. Secondly, I call to your attention the hands of faith in fulfillment of prophecy.

1. Luke 2:25-35 here is an old man that comes to the babe at this time. Picks him up and says that
salvation has come.
a. Luke 2:25-35 (NKJV) ---- 25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was

Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So he came by the Spirit into
the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the
custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 29 “Lord,
now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my
eyes have seen Your salvation 31 Which You have prepared before the face of all
peoples, 32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people
Israel.” 33 And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.
34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against 35 (yes,
a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”

2. The promise had been made that he would not die until he had seen the Christ. What a moment.
a. To hold the “Son of Promise - the SEED promise, the SAVIOR of the World” in your hands.

B. What way does Jesus touch your heart?
1. Now for you to consider in just what way does Jesus touch you life in regard to salvation.

a. Have you received salvation from the sacrifice of Jesus.
2. Do you believe that He will pardon you.
3. His invitation is offered to all. Matthew 28:18-20

a. Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) ---- 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

IV. The hands of doubt
A. Jesus had appeared to all except Thomas - he was absent from this first meeting.

1. Thomas said unless I see and touch I will not believe John 20:25
a. John 20:25 (NKJV) ----- 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the

Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
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2. Now before you speak harshly about this man.
3. Thomas touched and said My Lord and my God.

a. John 20:26-28 (NKJV) ---- 26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said,
“Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My
hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
believing.” 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”

4. Jesus didn't rebuke him but said that others will believe that do not see.
B. What doubts do you have?

1. In time of sickness, sins, whatever. 
2. We have the assurance He will not leave us. Matthew 28:20b

V. The hands of Love
A. Luke 7:36-38 we now come to one of the most touching scenes in the record of Christ where hands

touched him.
1. Luke 7:36-38 (NKJV) ----- 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He

went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was
a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster
flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash
His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet
and anointed them with the fragrant oil.
a. Here is a woman that loved the Lord so much that she did all in her power to show her love.
b. What tender hands that touched Jesus.

B. Hands of love today.
1. John 14:15 if you love me keep my commandments.

a. John 14:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
2. In the home - hands of love
3. In the church -  hands of love.
4. Feeling and emotions in everything but our love to our Lord is number one.

VI. The hands that were laid on Him
A. We now come to the part in the life of Christ that is nearing his death.

1. Matthew 26:36-46 (NKJV) ---- 36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane,
and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 37 And He took with Him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then
He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with
Me.” 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 40 Then He
came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch
with Me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O
My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43 And
He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So He left them, went away
again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His disciples and
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of
Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer
is at hand.”

2. We stand outside of Jerusalem.
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3. It is night . . . we hear the noises of the night.
4. We leave the noise of the city and go to the garden of Gethsemane and see our Lord on his knees

praying to the Father.
5. Then you can see the torches and the hands that reach out to get Jesus.

a. Matthew 26:47-56 (NKJV) ---- 47 And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of
the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and
elders of the people. 48 Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss,
He is the One; seize Him.” 49 Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings,
Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50 But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come?” Then
they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him. 51 And suddenly, one of those who were
with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest,
and cut off his ear. 52 But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take
the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father,
and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then could the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” 55 In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes,
“Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with
you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me. 56 But all this was done that the
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.

6. These are hands of Rejection.
B. Would this be you?

1. Would you be guilty of rejecting the son of God.
2. Would you put your hands on him to turn away from His love and grace.
3. Would you put your hands on him to send Him to the cross all over again.

VII. Conclusion:
A. The hands that touched Jesus.
B. Follow the Lord.

Page 4 of  4


