
GOD WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO DO
Intro.

A. One of the things that makes God, God is that we will never know or understand all about Him (see
Isa. 55:8-9).  He is above us,  different than we are, beyond us in every way.
1. We should glory in the fact that God's judgments are unsearchable and His ways unfathomable,

as Paul did (Rom. 11:33-36).
B. God is knowable, however, because He made Himself known:  "No man has seen God at any time;

the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him" (Jn. 1:18).
1. God has spoken (Heb. 1:1-2) and revealed Himself "so that we might know the things freely

given to us by God" (1 Cor. 2:9-12).
C. The apostle Paul prayed that we might increase in our knowledge of God (Col. 1:9-12), and so we

must.
D. Yet in four lessons we have barely begun to accomplish our purpose.

1. There will always be the feeling that we haven't understood all there is to know about the Lord.
2. We may take comfort in the fact that there is simply too much about God to know it all.

E. But we must make a genuine attempt to learn more about God as we seek to know Him and be
properly related to Him.
1. In this lesson we turn our attention to the words of the writer of Hebrews.  God is the God "with

whom we have to do" (Heb. 4:13).

II. WE WILL DO SOMETHING WITH GOD
A. We might not think about God.  We might want to ignore Him. 

1. We may decide it is easier to act as if He's not there.  But God is there (Ps. 139:7-8) and we must
do something with Him.
a. I mean by this that God is a God to be reckoned with

2.  God created us in His image so that we correspond to Him and may be related to Him (Gen.
1:27).
a. He set eternity in our hearts (Eccl. 3:11).
b. We are the offspring of God (Acts 17:28).
c. God made us to be His people and wants to be our God, but He patiently waits for us to

decide this for ourselves (2 Pet. 3:9).
3. God did not program us to go His way.  He guides us in the right way through His word, but He

doesn't force us into it.
a. God's will is for us to be His people, but He grants us free will to do what we choose to do.

4. But having said all this, we need to face the fact that at some point God will be reckoned
with--He is God "with whom we have to do."
a. As Jonah of old discovered, we can't run away from God successfully.  One way or the other,

sooner of later we will deal with God.
B. It is important, then, for us to understand something about the nature of this God with whom we have

to do.
1. God made us to know Him and has made it possible for us to do so.

a. Sin is a barrier between us and God, but God has dealt with it.
b. This makes it all the more important for us to know God.
c. These facts are brought out in some way in the following four points.

2. He is a God of wrath against ungodliness and unrighteous-ness (Rom. 1:18).
a. God's wrath is His righteous reaction to evil, His holy revulsion at sin.  Wrath is the rightful

and just response to evil which is against God: "And we know the judgment of God rightly
falls upon those who practice such things" (Rom. 2:2).
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3. He is a God of love who wants us to be saved.
a. While His wrath is real and sure against sin, we need to understand that "God has not

destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thes.
5:9).  John 3:16

4. He is a jealous God who protects a loving relationship with His people and avenges it when it
is broken (Ex. 20:5, 34:14, etc.).
a. From those who are His people, God demands absolute loyalty, and He will vindicate His

claim by stern action if His love is betrayed by unfaithfulness. 
b. Because of His jealousy for His own, God will both judge the faithless and restore the

penitent.
5. He is a patient God who gives time and opportunity for us to be saved.  God is "slow to anger"

(Ex. 34:6, Num. 14:18, etc.).
a. His wrath was dramatically expressed in flood, but we must not overlook the fact that "the

patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark" (1 Pet.
3:20).

b. We must not misread the patience of God.  It is not slowness or slackness, but His desire that
all come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9).  He gives time to repent (Rev. 2:21).

C. We may choose to go our own way instead of His.  If we do, we won't be the first or the last.  But
at some point we'll answer for our decisions.
1. Paul describes those who "even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God."

a. They did what they wanted to do, but also were "without excuse" for their failure to honor
God as God (Rom. 1:20-32).  Be aware that their rebellion did not go unnoticed.

b. Three times Paul declares that "God gave them over . . ." to the consequences of their evil
(24, 26, 28).

2. And for any of us who would stand in the gallery and say "Amen" to Paul's denouncement of
these "sinners," the apostle goes on to warn, "And do you suppose this, O man, when you pass
judgment upon those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the
judgment of God?" (2:3).

3. Paul clearly spells out that God can't be ignored.
a. We'll deal with Him one way or the other, and how we do so matters.
b. We're big boys and girls and stand on our own two feet.  We may not think about reckoning

with God.
c. We may not want to or think we should have to, but Scripture is clear about this matter.

4. For whatever choices we make, we will give account to God.  "So then each one of us shall give
account of  himself to God" (Rom. 14:12).  ". . . but they shall give

               account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead" (1 Pet. 4:5).
a. Like it or not, we must do something with God.  He is God "with whom we have to do."

III. GOD WILL DO SOMETHING WITH US
A. As we must do something with Him, God will also do something with us.  God "will render to every

man according to His deeds" (Rom. 2:6).
1. We should be impressed by the frequency with which this fact is expressed in Scripture.
2. Let the words of the psalmist go over in your mind: 

a. "Once God has spoken; Twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God; And loving
kindness is Thine, O Lord, For Thou dost recompense a man according to his work" (Ps.
62:11-12).

b. Consider the closing statement of Ecclesiastes:  "For God will bring every act to judgment,
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every thing which is hidden, whether it is good or evil" (Eccl. 12:14).
3. Listen to these searching questions from Proverbs to anyone who would plead ignorance:  "If you

say, 'See, we did not know this,' Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts?
a. And does He not know it who keeps your soul?  And will He not render to man according

to his work?" (Prov. 24:12).
4. This was a recurring theme of the prophet Jeremiah who tried earnestly and unsuccessfully to

turn people back to God:  "I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man
according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds" (Jer. 17:10, cf. 21:14, 25:14,
32:18-19).

5. In the New Testament Jesus said, "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His
Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds" (Mat.
16:27).
a. And Paul wrote the familiar words, 2 Cor. 5:10.  God will deal with us.

B. There is another dimension of judgment that must be considered alongside the first.  There will be
a "day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ  Jesus"
(Rom. 2:16).
1. Judgment is both according to our deeds and according to the gospel.

a. The logical conclusion to draw from this is that we will give account for and be judged
according to what we have done about the gospel of Jesus Christ

b. Our "works" or "deeds" are not means of earning a reward, but they are indicators of what
is in our hearts and are the actions by which we respond to the gospel of Christ.

2. Jesus illustrated this principle by saying that the fruit indicates the nature of the tree:  "For the
tree is known by its fruit" (Mat. 12:33b).
a. What we say (which was Jesus' subject in Mat. 12:33-37) and what we do (considered in the

statements noted previously) serve as an index to who we are and what we believe.
3.  Our works are practical expressions of what we believe about Christ, of our conviction about

and commitment to Him.
a. We can say all we want to about the Lord.  But what we do about His will is where the

rubber meets the road (Mat. 7:21-23).  God will deal with us on this basis.

C. God saved and made known and available salvation in His Son. 
1. God will deal with us on the basis of what we do about His Son and our participating in the

salvation He accomplished.
2. Jesus is now the Savior.  One day He will be the Judge. 

a. Jesus is "the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead" (Acts
10:42).

b. God "has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom
He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead" (Acts
17:31).

3. The Son and Savior is the Father's agent in judgment: John 5:22,29  What we do about Jesus
matters.

Conclusion
A. Today, we are granted the opportunity to do whatever we want to do. 

1. God has given us direction, but He has also granted us the right to follow it or not.  We must be
apprised of one fact however:

2. God is God with whom we have to do.  We will do something with God.
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B. We are responsible for our decisions and accountable to God for our actions.
1. Sooner or later, God will deal with us one way or the other.
2. And get this:  God's decisive act of judgment is actually judgment that we pass on ourselves.
3. In judging God does nothing more than lead us to the implications of the choices we have made.

C. Jn. 3:16-19
D. The question of this hour is what are we doing about the light we have?  about God, His Son, and

His word?  This is the deciding factor as to what God will do with  each of us.
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