
THE GOD THAT WE SERVE - Acts 17:22-34

Introduction:
A. As Paul speaks in Acts 17:22-34 he mentions 9 attributes of God that we serve:

1. “Made the world and everything in it…”
2. “Lord of heaven and earth”
3. “Does not dwell in temples made with hands”
4. “Not worshiped with men’s hands…”
5. “Made from one blood every nation of men…”
6. “Determined man’s times and the boundaries” 
7. “He is not far from each of us”
8. “In Him we live and move and have our being.”
9. “Spirit – Divine Nature”

B. As we look at Acts 17 we can follow the travels of Paul as he comes to “Mar’s Hill” where Paul
Delivers this speech on “THE GOD THAT WE SERVE!”
1. Paul Travels To Thessalonica & Berea – Acts 17:1-15

a. At Thessalonica - He had some success there - Acts 17:4  “…and some of them were
persuaded”

b. At Berea - More responded to Paul’s teaching - Acts 17:11 “These were more fair-minded
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”

2. Paul Travels to Athens– Acts 17:16-34
a. His spirit was provoked because “the city was given over to idols” - vrs 16
b. He meets with the Jews and Gentile worshipers in the synagogue and the market place daily -

vrs 17 
c. He encounters Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. – vrs 18
d. Taken to Areopagus - “Hill of Ares” so they could hear this new doctrine of Jesus and the

resurrection – vrs 19-21
e. He perceives the Athenians to be “very religious” – vrs. 22
f. Idols representing all their “gods” lined the city road which Paul referred to as “objects of

worship” - vrs. 23
g. Among them was an idol labeled “To The Unknown God” - vrs 23

3. Paul concludes with this statement - “Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing,
Him I proclaim to you.” vrs 23

II. God who made the World and everything In It!
A. With the emphasis placed in the secular world on Evolution, this point is vital in our understanding

of God!
B. Moses in  Gen 1:1 says “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…”
C. Acts 14:15  “…ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven and

earth, and the sea, and all things therein.”
D. John in Rev. 14:7 says the same thing “…and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,

and the fountains of waters.”

III. HE is Lord Of Heaven and Of Earth!
A. God is the Owner of everything - Deut. 10:14  “Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to

the Lord your God, also the earth with all that is in it.
B. Psa. 115:16  “the heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s”
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C. Matt. 11:25  “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from
the wise and prudent…”

IV. Does Not Dwell In Temples Made With Hands!
A. The boundaries of God is not limited to a house/building etc..... Isa. 66:1,2  “Thus says the Lord;

heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool.  Where is the house that you will build Me?”
B. During Solomon’s prayer of dedication of the Temple he makes this statement - I Kings 8:27  “But

will God indeed dwell on earth?  Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. 
How much less this temple which I built.”

V. HE Is  Not Worshiped With Men’s Hands!
A. It is impossible for Man to Worship God without the revelation of God’s Will to us - John 4:24

(NKJV)  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
B. Isa. 42:5  “Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread

forth the earth and that which comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those
who walk on it.”

C. Psa. 50:12  “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world is Mine, and all its fullness.
1. Unlike the god’s of men - who have to be fed - eg Indian altars and food ect.

VI. HE Has Made From One Blood Every Nation Of Men!
A. This is a medical and scientific fact proven by the “blood banks”
B. Gen. 2:7  “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils

the breath of life; and man became a living thing.” . . .  
C. Gen 2:22  “Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman. . . . 
D. Gen 3:20 “And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.”
E. Genesis 9:19 “These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated. 
F. Mal. 2:10  “Have we not all one Father?  Has not one God created us?…”

VII. HE Has Determined Man’s Times and The Boundaries Of Their Dwellings!
A. Deut. 32:8  “…when the Most High divided their inheritance to the nations, when He separated the

sons of Adam, he set the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the children of
Israel.”

B. Job 12:23  “He makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges nations and guides them.”
C. Dan. 4:35  “All the inhabitants of the earth  are reputed as nothing; he does according to His will

in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth.  No one can restrain His hand or say
to Him, What have you done?”

VIII. HE Is Not Far From Each Of Us!
A. Acts 15:17 (NKJV)   So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, Even all the Gentiles who are

called by My name,   Says the Lord who does all these things.'
B.  Romans 1:20 (NKJV)   For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,

being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse, 

C. Romans 2:4 (NKJV)  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering,
not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

D. Jer. 23:23-24  “Am I a God near at hand? Says the Lord, and not a God afar off” 
E. Can anyone hide himself in secret places, shall I not see him?  Says the Lord; Do I not fill heaven

and earth?  Says the Lord. – (cf. Psa. 139:7-12)
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F. Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

G. Romans 10:6-8 (NKJV)   . . .  [8] "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is,
the word of faith which we preach):  

IX. In Him We Live and Move and Have Our Being!
A. Col. 1:17  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”
B. Heb. 1:3  “who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and

upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

C. Hebrews 12:9 (NKJV) “Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid
them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?” 

X. HIS Nature Is not like Ours!
A. Jno. 4:24  “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
B. II Cor. 3:17  “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
C. Isa. 40:18-31 “God is not like man and has neither the wants nor the needs we have.”

XI. Conclusion:
A. The God that we serve that Paul introduces to us as found in Acts 17:22-34:

1. “Made the world and everything in it…”
2. Is “Lord of heaven and earth”
3. “Does not dwell in temples made with hands”
4. Is “Not worshiped with men’s hands…”
5. “Made from one blood every nation of men…”
6. “Determined man’s times and the boundaries” 
7. “He is not far from each of us”
8. “In Him we live and move and have our being.”
9. Is “Spirit – Divine Nature”

B. Is Not some “unknown” named idol.
1. Is Not some physical image ; God is a Spirit who needs nothing from us to be sustained ; God

is a Spirit to whom we owe everything we are and everything we have.
C. Who Is Our God?

1. Who do you worship? ; Have you taken the steps necessary to become one of God’s children?
Are you a child of God who has once been faithful and has fallen away?

2. What is your situation today?
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