
Don’t Forget To Remember
Introduction:

A. In the NKJV there are 225 verses in the bible that has to do with memory (Remember, ect) and 64
verses that deal with forgetting.
1. As we can see the subject of Remembering is very important to God as it is emphasized, but the

idea of forgetting is something that man has a hard time doing, especially when we have been
wronged.

2. It is said, that a car has a large windscreen and a small rear view mirror, for where we are going
in more important than where we have been.
a. I can’t agree more with that - for the Christians life is one of looking forward and not one of

looking back. ---- Luke 9:62 (NKJV) ---- But Jesus said to him, 62 “No one, having put his
hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

3. One of the deadliest weapons that satan uses on us today is keeping us stuck in the past ----
bitterness, envy and jealously are all part of this package.
a. If we had a time machine and could go back and change the past - what would we do

different?
b. But, sadly we don’t - so on the present matters to alter the future and thus we must not forget

to remember - we live in the present and it is a gift of God to use to His glory.
B. Eccl.12:1.(NKJV) ---- 1 Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult

days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them”:
C. It is comforting to know that I am not the only one who forgets things.

1. Everyone does at one time or another.
D. John Morley is credited with saying, “The proper memory for a politician is one that knows what to

remember and what to forget.”
1. The same could be said about Christians.

E. Today we want to focus our attention on some things we need not forget to remember.

II. Past Mistakes:
A. 1 Tim.1:13-15; Phil.3:13,14; Heb.8:12; 10:17

1. 1 Timothy 1:13-15 (NKJV) ---- 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an
insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of
our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am chief.

2. Philippians 3:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which
are ahead,

3. Philippians 3:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus.

4. Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and
their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

5. Hebrews 10:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will
remember no more.”

III. Past Troubles
A. Gen.41:51; Eccl.5:18-20; Jn.16:21; Isa.65:16,17

1. Genesis 41:51 (NKJV) ---- 51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: “For God has
made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house.”
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2. Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 (NKJV) ----- 18 Here is what I have seen: It is good and fitting for one to
eat and drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days
of his life which God gives him; for it is his heritage. 19 As for every man to whom God has
given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in
his labor—this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not dwell unduly on the days of his life, because
God keeps him busy with the joy of his heart.

3. John 16:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has
come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for
joy that a human being has been born into the world.

4. Isaiah 65:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 So that he who blesses himself in the earth Shall bless himself in
the God of truth; And he who swears in the earth Shall swear by the God of truth; Because the
former troubles are forgotten, And because they are hidden from My eyes.

5. Isaiah 65:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former
shall not be remembered or come to mind.

1

IV. Past Hurts
A. Eph.4:32; Heb.8:12; 10:17; Eph.5:1; 1 Cor.13:5

1. Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

2. Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and
their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

3. Hebrews 10:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will
remember no more.”

4. Ephesians 5:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.
5. 1 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not

provoked, thinks no evil;

V. Past Victories
A. Phil.3:4-8; 13,14; Lk.9:62

1. Philippians 3:4-8 (NKJV) ---- 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else
thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed
I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ

2. Philippians 3:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which
are ahead,
a. Philippians 3:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of

God in Christ Jesus.
3. Luke 9:62 (NKJV) ---- 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

VI. Remember God and His Works.
A. We can forget God.

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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1. We seem to forget we are His children.
2. We fail to recall what He has promised to do for us.
3. We don’t remember His awesome power and His love.

B. This is why the scriptures constantly remind us to remember God.
1. Moses constantly warned the Jews not to forget God or the work He had done for them –

Deut.4:9,23; 6:11,12; 8:11,14,19.
a. Deuteronomy 4:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself,

lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the
days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren,

b. Deuteronomy 4:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of
the Lord your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the
form of anything which the Lord your God has forbidden you.

c. Deuteronomy 6:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 houses full of all good things, which you did not fill,
hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—
when you have eaten and are full — 

d. Deuteronomy 6:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 then beware, lest you forget the Lord who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

e. Deuteronomy 8:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not
keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today,

f. Deuteronomy 8:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your
God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;

g. Deuteronomy 8:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the Lord
your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this
day that you shall surely perish.

2. God through Jeremiah charged the Jews had forgotten God – Jer.2:32; 3:21; 13:25.
a. Jeremiah 2:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments, Or a bride her attire? Yet

My people have forgotten Me days without number.
b. Jeremiah 3:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 A voice was heard on the desolate heights, Weeping and

supplications of the children of Israel. For they have perverted their way; They have forgotten
the Lord their God.

C. The Result of Forgetting God – Job 8:11-15; Psa.9:17.
1. Job 8:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 “Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? Can the reeds flourish

without water? 12 While it is yet green and not cut down, It withers before any other plant. 13
So are the paths of all who forget God; And the hope of the hypocrite shall perish, 14 Whose
confidence shall be cut off, And whose trust is a spider’s web. 15 He leans on his house, but it
does not stand. He holds it fast, but it does not endure.

2. Psalm 9:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that forget
God.

D. God provides us the means to remember Him.
1. Know God does not forget you – Isaiah 49:13-15 (NKJV) ----- 13 Sing, O heavens! Be joyful,

O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His people, And
will have mercy on His afflicted. 14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, And my Lord
has forgotten me.” 15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the
son of her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you.
a. Sometimes the hours can slip by without even a momentary thought of God.

(1) It’s comforting to know that our heavenly Father has not been too busy to think about us.
b. We can probably identify with the prayer offered by Sir Jacob Astley before the battle of

Edgehill on October 23, 1642: “O Lord, Thou knowest how busy I must be this day. If I
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forget Thee, do not Thou forget me.”
c. We can be grateful that He will not forget us – Heb.13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Let your conduct be

without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.”

E. See God’s blessings.
1. When we face difficulties, we sometimes forget God’s past faithfulness.

a. We see only the detours and the dangerous path.
F. Sometimes we as Christians need to stop along life’s road and look back and see how God directed

us by His faithfulness.
G. Psa.20:7– “7 Some [trust] in chariots, and some in horses; But we will make mention of the name

of Jehovah our God.”

VII. DO not Forget God’s Word.
A. We must not forget to remember God’s Word – Prov.4:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Get wisdom! Get

understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.
1. The Jews were told to remember God’s Word and Law – Josh.1:13; Prov.3:1.

a. Joshua 1:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord
commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God is giving you rest and is giving you this land.’

b. Proverbs 3:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my
commands;

2.  Paul preached that we should remember Christ’s words – Acts 20:35 (NKJV) ---- 35 I have
shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

3. And remembering Christ’s words includes the words of His apostles – Jude 17. (NKJV) ----17
But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ:

B. Why?
1. We will be destroyed if we forget God’s Word – Hosea 4:6.(NKJV) ----6 My people are

destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you
from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your
children.

2. We will be blessed if we don’t forget God’s Word – Jas.1:24,25 (NKJV) ---- 24 for he observes
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into
the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work,
this one will be blessed in what he does.

C. How?
1. Taking delight in His Word.

a. The 119th Psalm is all about remembering God’s Word and delighting in it –
Psa.119:16,93,109,141,153,176.
(1) Psalm 119:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget

Your word.
(2) Psalm 119:93 (NKJV) ---- 93 I will never forget Your precepts, For by them You have

given me life.
(3) Psalm 119:109 (NKJV) ---- 109 My life is continually in my hand, Yet I do not forget

Your law.
(4) Psalm 119:141 (NKJV) ---- 141 I am small and despised, Yet I do not forget Your

precepts.
(5) Psalm 119:153 (NKJV) ---- 153 Consider my affliction and deliver me, For I do not
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forget Your law.
(6) Psalm 119:176 (NKJV) ---- 176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; Seek Your servant,

For I do not forget Your commandments.
2. Don’t Forget To Remember — 

a. Studying His Word.
(1) Psa.119:11– “11 Thy word have I laid up in my heart, That I might not sin against thee.”

b. Keeping His Word.
(1) The quickest way to forget God’s Word is to not keep or obey it.
(2) The fastest way to remember it is to always obey it 
(3) Deut.8:11; Jas.1:25.

(a) Deuteronomy 8:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your
God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I
command you today,

(b) James 1:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.

VIII. Remember Others Kindnesses.
A. We need to remember the kindnesses of others.

1. The scriptures don’t mention kindly those who forget what others have done – Eccl.9:14,15.
a. Ecclesiastes 9:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 There was a little city with few men in it; and a great king

came against it, besieged it, and built great snares around it.
(1) Ecclesiastes 9:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by

his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that same poor man.
2. Joash forgot the kindness Zechariah had shown him – 2 Chron. 24:22.

a. 2 Chronicles 24:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness
which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, “The
Lord look on it, and repay!”

3. Joseph did a great thing in helping Pharaoh’s butler.
a. He asked simply to be remembered – Gen.40:14,15.

(1) Genesis 40:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 But remember me when it is well with you, and please
show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house.

(2) Genesis 40:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the
Hebrews; and also I have done nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon.”

b. Gen.40:23– “23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.”
c. Two years later he finally remembered Joseph and what he had done for him – Gen.41:9.

(1) Genesis 41:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: “I remember
my faults this day.

B. The best way we can repay kindnesses others give us is by remembering them with gratitude.
1. Rom.13:7.(NKJV) ---- 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs

to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
2. “Blessed are those who give without remembering. And blessed are those who take without

forgetting.” – The Rest of the Story p.141.

IX. Others Misfortunes.
A. Christians are to remember those who are less fortunate.

1. The Poor – Gal.2:10.(NKJV) ---- 10 They desired only that we should remember the poor, the
very thing which I also was eager to do.
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2. Strangers – Heb.13:2.(NKJV) ---- 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some
have unwittingly entertained angels.

3. Others – Heb.13:16. (NKJV) ---- 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased.

B. When Somebody Forgets.
1. Job knew the pain of family and friends forgetting him – Job 19:13,14.

a. Job 19:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 “He has removed my brothers far from me, And my acquaintances
are completely estranged from me.

b. Job 19:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 My relatives have failed, And my close friends have forgotten me.
2. We sometimes fail to “do good and to share” (Heb.13:16).

a. We need to keep our spiritual balance and not forget to do good to all – Gal.6:10. (NKJV)----
10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.

3. The more Christ’s love grows in us, the more His love flows from us.
4. Don’t forget others, for God won’t forget you – Heb.6:10. (NKJV) ---- 10 For God is not unjust

to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have
ministered to the saints, and do minister.

X. God’s Forgiveness.
A. We must not forget God’s forgiveness.

1. In 2 Peter 1:1-8, Peter urges Christians to add certain virtues to their faith.
a. 2 Pet.1:9 – “9 For he that lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having

forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.”
b. As God’s people, we should always keep in mind that we have been cleansed from our old

sins and that we have a new purpose in life.
B. Jesus gave us a “memorial” so we would remember His sacrifice and forgiveness.

1. He wants us to remember His death on the cross, the price for the forgiveness of our sins, and
anticipate His return.

2. As He broke the bread centuries ago, He said, “Do this in remembrance of Me” – 1 Cor.11:24.
a. “This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me” – v.25.

XI. Conclusion:
A. There are some things we should remember to forget and others we should not forget to remember.
B. Let us have the strength and courage to know which is which and to forget and remember them

accordingly

Page 6 of  6


