
THE EXCUSES of MOSES - Exodus 3-4
Intro:

A. Have you ever stopped to think how pathetic our excuses must sound to God?
1. Excuses never excuse us from doing that which God has commanded ---- regardless of how great

they sound in our own ears they fall on deaf ears of our Father in Heaven.
a. HE does not listen — period

2. Jonah thought he had a great excuse on why not to go to Nineveh ---- that did not alter God’s
plan or command.

B. In our opening reading - Luke 14:15-24
1. 15 Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him,

"Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" 16 Then He said to him, "A certain
man gave a great supper and invited many,

2.  17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are
now ready.' 18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have
bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.'

3.  19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to
have me excused.' 20 Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.'

4. 21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house,
being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring
in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.'

5.  22 And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.' 23 Then
the master said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come
in, that my house may be filled.

6.  24 For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.' " 
a. What we need to recognize from here is that “NO ONE” who made excuses are able to eat

at the supper ---- NO one who makes excuses in the kingdom of God for doing what God
demands from us - in our homes, in the church and in the world is going to sit down at the
eternal feast around the table of the Lord.

C. An excuse is worse and more terrible than a lie – for an excuse is a lie guarded.
D. So the question - What’s Your Excuse?

1. We are going to note the excuses that Moses gave God in Exodus 3-4 and see if any of them
were acceptable to God.

2. There is a difference between an EXCUSE and a REASON!
a. No excuse will be acceptable for NOT doing what we ought to be doing in the eyes of God!

E. The context of our study:
1. God called Moses to lead His people out of Egyptian bondage: 

a. Moses made excuse after excuse why he wasn’t right for the job!
2. In the same manner - God has called US to TRY and lead people out of the bondage of sin:

a. Have you ever made excuses for your lack of personal evangelism?
3. Let me issue you a challenge - not from myself but from an Atheist:

a. “If  I  believed, as millions say they do, that a knowledge and practice of Christianity in this
life influenced  destiny in another world, Christianity would be to me everything.  I would
cast aside earthly thoughts as vanities and earthly feelings as follies.  Christianity would be
my first waking thought, and my last image before sleep sank me into unconsciousness. I
would labor in its cause alone. I would take thought for tomorrow and eternity alone. Earthly
consequences would never stay my hands nor seal my lips. I would esteem one soul gained
for heaven worth a lifetime of effort. I would go forth and preach Christ to the world, and my
theme would be, “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his soul”.

Page 1 of  8



4. How many people have I helped lead to Christ?___
a. Do I ever pray FERVENTLY that I might become a better soul winner?_____ 
b. DO I SINCERELY TRY to help that prayer be answered? _____
c. Am I generally embarrassed to converse with people about Christ? _____
d. Have I offered the following excuses for NOT trying to lead others to Christ? - “I am not the

preacher” - “I don’t know what to say“ – “I am not Able” - “People won’t believe me” - 
“Others are better at it than I” -

F. Let’s look at Moses - and specifically at the excuses he made to God.

II. "Who Am I?" Ex. 3:11
A. Exodus 3:10-12 (NKJV) ---- 10 Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may

bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I that
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?"
1. 12 So He said, "I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have sent you:

When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 
2. 40 years earlier Moses was “royalty,” (Heb. 11:24), but at this time an 80 year old shepherd –

Ex. 3:1
a. Hebrews 11:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called

the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
3. God’s response – “I will certainly be with you.” – (Ex. 3:12)

B. Have you ever used the “who am I” excuse?
1. Thinking that we are insufficient for the task – (Not talented enough - educated enough –

experienced enough – etc)
2. Will God be with us? – 2 Cor. 3:5; Mat. 28:20; Acts 4:13; Rom. 8:31; Phili 4:13

a. 2 Corinthians 3:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything
as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God,

b. Matthew 28:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

c. Acts 4:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had
been with Jesus.

d. Romans 8:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us?

e. Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

III. “What Shall I Say?” Ex. 3:13
A. Exodus 3:13-14 (NKJV) ----13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of

Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His
name?' what shall I say to them?" 14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said,
"Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 
1. Moses knew that should he go to the children of Israel, there were bound to be questions 

a.  Such as, "Who is this God who sent you to us?" 
b. And perhaps, "Why are we to leave this country we have come to consider our home for over

400 years?" --
c.  Moses expresses inadequacy in knowing what to say 
d. Again, God's response was quick... 

(1) "Thus you shall say..." - Exo 3:14-15
(a) Exodus 3:14-15 (NKJV) ----- 14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And
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He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”
15 Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all
generations.’

(2) God tells Moses what he needs to say in response to their questions 
B. AGAIN, A SIMILAR EXCUSE IS SOMETIMES GIVEN TODAY... 

1.  We try to excuse ourselves by saying that our knowledge is inadequate 
2.  But God has told us what to say...

a. It is really quite simple - cf. Mk 16:15-16 
(1) Mark 16:15-16 (NKJV) ---- 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

b. How simple? - cf. 1Co 15:1-4; 2:2
(1) 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NKJV) ----- 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel

which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures,

(2) 1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 For I determined not to know anything among you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

C. Have you ever used the “What shall I say?” excuse?
1. I don’t know enough – (What do you know?)
2. God has told us what to say – (2 Tim 3:16,17)

a. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
(1) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly

equipped for every good work.
3. What are you doing to increase your knowledge & experience? – (1 Pet 3:15)

a. 1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear;

IV. “Suppose They Will Not Believe Me?” – Ex. 4:1
A. Exodus 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me

or listen to my voice; suppose they say, 'The LORD has not appeared to you.' "
1. Exodus 4:2-9 (NKJV) ---- 2 So the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" He said, "A

rod." 3 And He said, "Cast it on the ground." So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent;
. . . 5 "that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, . . . has appeared to you."
a. 6 Furthermore the LORD said to him, "Now put your hand in your bosom." . . . 8 "Then it

will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the first sign, that they may
believe the message of the latter sign. 

b. 9 And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to your voice, that you
shall take water from the river and pour it on the dry land. And the water which you take
from the river will become blood on the dry land." 

2. Now that he knows what to say, he balks at the idea that the people may not listen 
a. Is he afraid of failing? 
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b. Has he already forgotten that God will be with him? 
c. God responds by equipping him with several convincing proofs... 

(1) The ROD, which turns into a serpent - Exo 4:2-5 
(a) Exodus 4:2-5 (NKJV) ---- 2 So the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

He said, “A rod.” 3 And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground,
and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” (and he reached out his hand and caught
it, and it became a rod in his hand), 5 “that they may believe that the Lord God of
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
appeared to you.”

(2) His OWN HAND, which turns into leprosy - Exo 4:6-8 
(a) Exodus 4:6-8 (NKJV) ---- 6 Furthermore the Lord said to him, “Now put your hand

in your bosom.” And he put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold,
his hand was leprous, like snow. 7 And He said, “Put your hand in your bosom
again.” So he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and
behold, it was restored like his other flesh. 8 “Then it will be, if they do not believe
you, nor heed the message of the first sign, that they may believe the message of the
latter sign.

(3) The WATER, which will turn to blood when dropped on the dry ground - Exo 4:9
(a) Exodus 4:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two

signs, or listen to your voice, that you shall take water from the river and pour it on
the dry land. The water which you take from the river will become blood on the dry
land.”

B. Do we allow the fear of failure to keep us from trying? - Rom 1:16; Luke 9:26
1. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
a. Luke 9:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of

Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy
angels.

2. What if they don’t believe? Who are they really rejecting? - John 12:48; Luke 10:16
a. John 12:48 (NKJV) ---- 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that

which judges him— the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.
b. Luke 10:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and

he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.”
3. Has God provided enough evidence? - John 10:34-36; 20:30,31; Heb 4:12; 1 Cor 3:6

a. John 10:34-36 (NKJV) ---- 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said,
“You are gods”’? 35 If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the
Scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into
the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?

b. John 20:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book;
(1) John 20:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
c. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

d. 1 Corinthians 3:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.
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V. “I Am Slow of Speech & Tongue” – Ex. 4:10
A. 10 Then Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have

spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue."
1. Exodus 4:10-12 (NKJV)  ---- 11 So the LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or

who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? 12 Now
therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say." 

2. Moses points to his weaknesses as reasons why he is the wrong man for the job . . .
a. Was God not aware of Moses’ abilities? – Ex. 4:11,12
b. God had already arranged for Aaron to be his spokesman (4:14-16,27).

(1) Exodus 4:14-16 (NKJV) ---- 14 So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and
He said: “Is not Aaron the Levite your brother? I know that he can speak well. And look,
he is also coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15
Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be with your
mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 16 So he shall be your
spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be
to him as God.

(2) Exodus 4:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 And the Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to
meet Moses.” So he went and met him on the mountain of God, and kissed him.

B. Can we use our weakness or lack of ability as excuses to not do what we can? – Mat. 25:14-30; 1
Cor 2:1,3,4; 2 Cor 12:7-10
1. Matthew 25:14-30 (NKJV) ---- 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far

country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two
more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s
money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two
talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more
talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And
I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 ‘For to
everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not
have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
a. 1 Corinthians 2:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with

excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.
b. 1 Corinthians 2:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.
c. 1 Corinthians 2:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive
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words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
d. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NKJV) ---- 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the

abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord
three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when
I am weak, then I am strong.

2. Can we communicate that which we are really interested in? – Acts 4:19,20;  Acts 8:4
a. Acts 4:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right

in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.
(1) Acts 4:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and

heard.”
b. Acts 8:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the

word.
3. Teaching God’s word doesn’t require a lot of talent – but interest & enthusiasm – Acts 10:24,33

a. Acts 10:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was
waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends.

b. Acts 10:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.
Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by
God.”

VI. "Oh, my Lord, please send someone else." – Ex. 4:13 (ESV)
A. Exodus 4:13-16 (ESV) ---- 13 But he said, "Oh, my Lord, please send someone else." 14 Then the

anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses . . . 
1. Exodus 4:13-16 (ESV) ---- . . . and he said, "Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know

that he can speak well. . . . I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both
what to do. . . .

2. Moses simply did not want to go! 
a. The previous excuses were simply a smokescreen attempt to hide this fact!
b.  Now that the smokescreen is removed, God's impatience with Moses becomes evident 

(1) His anger was kindled against Moses - Exo 4:14a
(2) Read verses 15-17 with an emphasis on the word "shall" to appreciate the anger of the

Lord
(a) Exodus 4:15-17 (NKJV)  ---- 15 Now you shall speak to him and put the words in

his mouth. And I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you
what you shall do. 16 So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself
shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God. 17 And you shall take
this rod in your hand, with which you shall do the signs." 

B. BRETHREN, THE SAME IS TRUE WITH US TODAY! 
1. Any and every excuse we could offer is only a smokescreen 
2.  We really would rather that God use someone else! 
3.  We really don't want to do what God has called us to do!
4.  But brethren, the anger of the Lord is kindled against those who do not live up to their calling! --

If we have been making excuses, we need to repent!
a. Mt 9:38 — Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into

his harvest. 
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b. Jn 4:34 — Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish
his work.

c. Ac 21:13 — Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am
ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.

d. 1Co 9:17 — For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a
dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 

e. 1Co 10:15 — Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but
having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our
rule abundantly,

f.  — To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another2Co 10:16

man's line of things made ready to our hand. 
C. Is God’s anger kindled against you? – (Mt 25:14-30)

1. Matthew 25:14-30 (NKJV) ---- 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far
country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two
more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s
money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two
talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more
talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And
I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 ‘For to
everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not
have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

2. Are we more Like Moses or Isaiah? – (Isaiah 6:8)
a. Isaiah 6:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send,

And who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
3. Are our excuses merely smokescreens for the real problem – “we do not want to?” – (Rom.

1:15,16)
a. Romans 1:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you

who are in Rome also.
b. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the

power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

VII. Conclusion:
A. Our thought needs to be that of the apostle Paul ---- 1 Corinthians 9:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For if I
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preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not
preach the gospel! 

B. With Moses we know the rest of the story
1. He did what God commanded –
2. God used Moses to save Israel

C. Once again - WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE?
1. What will be the rest of your story?
2. Will you do what God expects you to do?
3. Will you allow God to use you?

a. Or will we continue to make excuses for NOT doing what we should in the kingdom?
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