
Examine Yourself - As To Whether You Are In The Faith - 2 Cor 13:5-6
Intro:

A. It is always a good idea to examine oneself on a regular basis:
1. 2 Cor. 13:5-6 (NKJV) ---- Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are
disqualified. [6] But I trust that you will know that we are not disqualified.

2. This Involves Personal Responsibility
3. Self Testing
4. And asking the Question - Is Christ In Me?

B. “There are three things extremely hard: steel, a diamond, and to know one's self.” -  Benjamin
Franklin 
1. “It's not only the most difficult thing to know one's self, but the most inconvenient.” - Josh

Billings 
a. Josh Billings was the pen name of humorist born Henry Wheeler Shaw (20 April 1818 – 14

October 1885). He was perhaps the second most famous humor writer and lecturer in the
United States in the second half of the 19th century after Mark Twain, although his
reputation has not fared so well with later generations.

C. There is a great danger of Self deception in our Examination:
1. Gal 6:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that

he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
a. James 1:22-26 (NKJV) ---- 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving

yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing
his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets
what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues
in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he
does. 26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.

b. Note: that James is not talking about the world here but the child of God ---- We can look
into a mirror and see something completely different than what is in reality.

2. Thus in this lesson I want to examine four areas that we must be completely truthful with:
a. Our Conversion
b. Our Commitment
c. Our Service
d. And Our Growth

II. EXAMINING OUR CONVERSION
A. Genuine Conversion Requires:

1. Faith in Christ – John 8:24; Acts 8:37
a. John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do

not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
b. Acts 8:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”

And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
2. Confessing Christ – Acts 8:37; Rom 10:9,10

a. Acts 8:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

b. Romans 10:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
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in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
(1) Romans 10:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and

with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
3. Repentance – Luke 13:5; Acts 2:38; 17:30

a. Luke 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

c. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent,

4. Baptism – John 3:5; Titus 3:5; Rom 6:3-6
a. John 3:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
b. Titus 3:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according

to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit,

c. Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

5. It matters not what you feel or what you have been told - it is your personal responsibility to
examine whether you have adhered to the Will of God.!

B. As a result of examination there are a few VERY IMPORTANT Questions one must ask.
1. These questions pertain to:

a. Suitable Subject
b. Proper Mode
c. And The Right Purpose

2. What were you taught about Jesus?
a. What did you hear? (John 8:24; Acts 2:38; 22:16)

(1) John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you
do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.

(3) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

3. Why did you respond? (Heb 11:6; Gal. 1:10)
a. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

b. Galatians 1:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please
men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.

4. What did you do? (Repent?, confess Christ?, Immersed? Or Sprinkled??; Poured?? . . .)
5. For what purpose were you immersed?? (Acts 22:16; 19:1-4; Rom 6:3-6 - Acts 19:1-5)

a. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
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away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
b. Acts 19:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having

passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have
not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said to them, “Into what then
were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Then Paul said, “John indeed
baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him
who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”

c. Romans 6:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

C. IF YOU ARE IN THE FAITH - then you will be able to answer with a THUS SAITH THE LORD!

III. EXAMINING OUR COMMITMENT
A. Genuine Commitment Requires:

1. “Through goal commitment we navigate life's messy complexity, create what matters most with
whatever we have, and find our way to the real, lasting, and fulfilling simplicity and success on
the other side of complexity.”
a. This commitment quote, sometimes called a commitment poem, is actually a passage from

W.H. Muray's account of the 1950 Scottish Himalayan Expedition to Mt. Everest.
(1) Murray's passage, which does read like a commitment poem, sums up what I think is the

key to success and creating what matters most. Choosing - committing - what matters
most, and then living that choice in action.

b. The On Commitment quote describes how individuals move beyond problem solving, look
risk in the eye, and then choose-commit-to do the goal that matters most to them.
(1) As they do, goal commitment empowers them to engage great challenge, overcome

adversity, build personal and team resilience, and give their best. Athough they did not
summit the mountain, it was goal commitment that allowed them to create the kind and
quality of human experience they most wanted to create. Each felt successful the moment
he committed to go to Everest.

(2) I hope this On Commitment quote will help you more easily commit to creating what
matters most in your life, work, relationship, and business.

2. From this we see that commitment requires:
a. An Interest - Mat 6:33; 13:44-46 

(1) Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you.

(2) Matthew 13:44-46 (NKJV) ---- 44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking
beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

b. A Determination -Job 31:1; Dan. 1:8; Ps 119:106; Acts 11:23
(1) Job 31:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 “I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I look

upon a young woman?
(2) Daniel 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile

himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank;
therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

(3) Psalm 119:106 (NKJV) ---- 106 I have sworn and confirmed That I will keep Your
righteous judgments.
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(4) Acts 11:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad,
and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.

c. Courage - Deut 31:6-8; Rev 2:10
(1) Deuteronomy 31:6-8 (NKJV) ---- 6 Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be

afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not
leave you nor forsake you.” 7 Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of
all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land
which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to
inherit it. 8 And the Lord, He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you, He
will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”

(2) Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you
the crown of life.

d. And Effort - Phili 3:12-14; 2 Pet 1:5-11 
(1) Philippians 3:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already

perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid
hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are
ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

(2) 2 Peter 1:5-11 (NKJV) ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

B. Are you TRULY committed to serving Jesus?
1. If you are TRULY committed to Jesus, you also will be committed to His cause and His church?

Act 20:28; Mat 6:33
a. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood.

b. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added to you.

C. Two Quotes: THOMAS JEFFERSON: We mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and
our sacred honour. Declaration of Independence
1. VINCE LOMBARDI: Individual commitment to a group effort -- that is what makes a team

work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.
D. OUR ACTIONS REFLECT OUR COMMITMENT

1. Attendance?
2. Personal Bible Study?
3. Private Prayer?
4. Giving?
5. Concern for others?
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6. Evangelism?

IV. EXAMINING OUR SERVICE - We just observed Memorial day weekend (I do believe that it is
something that we can learn from in our examination of our service)

A. John 12:26 (NKJV) ---- If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant
will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.

B. Dedicated Service Requires:
1. Enlistment – 2 Tim 2:4

a. 2 Timothy 2:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs
of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

2. Loyalty – Mat 6:24
a. Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one

and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and mammon.

3. Faithfulness – Mat 25:21
a. Matthew 25:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;

you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the
joy of your lord.’

4. Training – Eph. 6:10-18
a. Ephesians 6:10-18 (NKJV) ---- 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the

power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand
therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking
the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

5. Humility – Rom 12:3,4
a. Romans 12:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is

among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly,
as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.
(1) Romans 12:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the

members do not have the same function,
6. Selflessness - Phili 2:1-5

a. Philippians 2:1-5 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy
by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing
be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others
better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

7. Teamwork – Eph. 4:16
a. Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by

what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
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C. As with our other areas of examination there are some very important questions to be asked and
answered.
1. Are you BOTH a hearer & a DOER?? James 1:21-27

a. James 1:21-27 (NKJV) ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,
and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he
who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but
a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks
he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion
is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

2. Which servant in Mat. 25:14-30 best describes YOU?
a. Matthew 25:14-30 (NKJV) ---- 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a

far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he
gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and
traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid
his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts
with them. 20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides
them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over
a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He
also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents;
look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown,
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your
talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his lord answered and said
to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and
gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with
the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 So take
the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 ‘For to everyone who has,
more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what
he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

3. Are you serving WITHIN the body? Rom 12:3-16
a. Romans 12:3-16 (NKJV) ---- 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who

is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members
in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing
according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in
proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in
teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with
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diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly
love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;
13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who
weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

D. Are you committed to the fight and faith of our Lord and Savior?

V. LASTLY WE MUST BE EXAMINING OUR GROWTH
A. 2 Peter 1:5-11 (NKJV) ---- But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith

virtue, to virtue knowledge, [6] to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, [7] to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. [8] For
if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. [10] Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to
make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; [11] for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. 

B. Spiritual Growth Requires:
1. Conversion, Commitment, & Service!!
2. Being led by the Spirit – Gal. 5:22,23; Rom 8:1,2,14

a. Galatians 5:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
(1) Galatians 5:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

b. Romans 8:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
(1) Romans 8:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me

free from the law of sin and death.
c. Romans 8:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of

God.
3. Giving All Diligence!! –  2 Pet. 1:5-10; 2 Tim 2:15

a. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

4. Learning & Applying!! – Mat 7:24-27; James 1:21-26
a. Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV) ---- 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall,
for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does
not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great
was its fall.”

b. James 1:21-26 (NKJV) ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,
and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he
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who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but
a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks
he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion
is useless.

C. Once again truthfully ---- Some very important questions to answer:
1. Are you giving ALL diligence to add the things of 2 Peter 1:5-11 to your life?
2. Can the fruit of the Spirit be found in you? (Gal. 5:22,23)

a. Galatians 5:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
(1) Galatians 5:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

3. How able are you to discern between Truth & Error?? – Heb 5:12-14
a. Hebrews 5:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need

someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full
age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.

1

VI. In Conclusion:
A. It is not for me to answer the question raised in 2 Cor. 13:5-6 (NKJV) for you! ---- Examine

yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified. [6] But I trust that you will know that we
are not disqualified.
1. This Involves Personal Responsibility
2. This involves Self Testing
3. And this involves You answering the Question - Is Christ In Me?

a. Have You Been Converted?
b. Are You Commitment?
c. Are You Serving As You Should?
d. Are You Growing Spiritually?

B. Beware of the Danger of Self Deception!!
1. Gal 6:7-9; James 1:22-26
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