
THE DANGERS OF DRIFTING
Intro:

A. There are some practical things we need to know about drifting:
1. Requires NO EFFORT -
2. Not Easily Detectible In The Beginning -
3. We Never Drift Upstream - 
4. The Speed Downstream Increases -
5. It’s Harmful To Others -
6. It Usually Ends In Shipwreck

B. The Hebrew writers warns us of this danger:
1. Hebrews 2:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we

have heard, lest we drift away.  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received a just reward,  3 how shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
to us by those who heard Him,  4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

II. WHY THE WARNING?
A. A Real Danger – Heb 3:12-14; 6:4-6; 10:26,27; Gal. 5:1-4; 1 Cor. 10:1-13; 2 Pet. 2:20-22

1. Hebrews 3:12-14 ---- 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief
in departing from the living God;13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.14 For we have become partakers of
Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,

2. Hebrews 6:4-6 ---- 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,5 and have tasted the good word
of God and the powers of the age to come,6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance,
since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

3. Hebrews 10:26-27 ---- 26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment,
and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.

4. Galatians 5:1-4 ---- Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do
not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become
circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.3 And I testify again to every man who becomes
circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law.4 You have become estranged from Christ,
you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

5. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 ---- Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our
fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,2 all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea,3 all ate the same spiritual food,4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.5 But with most
of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.6 Now these
things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also
lusted.7 And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.”8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of
them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell;9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them
also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents;10 nor complain, as some of them also complained,
and were destroyed by the destroyer.11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and
they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.12 Therefore
let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.13 No temptation has overtaken you except
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such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be
able to bear it.

6. 2 Peter 2:20-22 ---- 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome,
the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.21 For it would have been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them.22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

B. The Diety of Christ – Heb 2:2-4; 1:1-4; 10:28,29; 2 John 9,10
1. Hebrews 2:3-4 ---- 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first

began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,4 God also
bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit,
according to His own will?

2. Hebrews 1:1-4 ---- God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the
fathers by the prophets,2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;3 who being the brightness of His
glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power,
when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,4
having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they.

3. Hebrews 10:28-29 ---- 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses.29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will
he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

4. 2 John 9-10 ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.10 If anyone
comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;

C. Without Excuse – Heb 2:3,4; Rom. 1:20; John 15:22; Eph 3:3-5; Col. 1:5,23
1. Romans 1:20 ---- 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,

being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse,

2. John 15:22 ---- 22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they
have no excuse for their sin.

3. Ephesians 3:3-5 ---- 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have
briefly written already,4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ),5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

4. Colossians 1:5,23 ---- 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you
heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,23 if indeed you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,
which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

D. The Consequences – Forfeit salvation - Punishment - Heb 2:2,3; 10:28,29; Rev. 20:15; 21:8; 2
Thes. 1:7-9
1. Revelation 20:15 ---- 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake

of fire.
2. Revelation 21:8 ---- 8 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually

immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire
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and brimstone, which is the second death.”
3. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus

is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who
do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power,

E. Warning Signs of Drifting:
1. Diminishing Desire To Study God’s Word & Pray
2. Diminishing Desire To Be With God’s People -
3. Diminishing Desire To Share The Gospel - 
4. Increasing Thrill Over Things of The World -

III. There Are Many Dangerous Currents:
A. The Current of Time

1. We can grow weary of doing good as times passes – Gal. 6:9
a. Galatians 6:9 ---- 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall

reap if we do not lose heart.
2. The church at Ephesus had a good start but left their first love  – Rev 2:4; Eph 5:16

a. Revelation 2:4 ---- 4 “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
b. Ephesians 5:16 ---- 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

3. We can begin to rest on past accomplishments – Phili 3:13,14
a. Philippians 3:13-14 ---- 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one

thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead,14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus.

B. The Current of Complacency 
1. The danger of practice without focus & thought – Rev 3:14-22

a. Revelation 3:14-22 ---- 14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These
things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of
God:15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold
or hot.16 “So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out
of My mouth.17 “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of
nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—18 “I
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white
garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed;
and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.19 “As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he
with Me.21 “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.22 “He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”

2. The danger of becoming dissatisfied with the “Old Path” – Jer. 6:16; Hos. 4:12
a. Jeremiah 6:16 ---- 16 Thus says the LORD:  “Stand in the ways and see,  And ask for the old

paths, where the good way is,  And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.  But
they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

b. Hosea 4:12 ---- 12 My people ask counsel from their wooden idols,  And their staff informs
them. For the spirit of harlotry has caused them to stray, And they have played the harlot
against their God.
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3. The dangerous push for change – 2 Cor. 11:3; Acts 17:21
a. 2 Corinthians 11:3 ---- 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his

craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
b. Acts 17:21 ---- 21 For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time

in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.
C. Current of Society

1. Evil company corrupts good morals – 1 Cor. 15:33
a. 1 Corinthians 15:33 ---- 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”

2. We are bombarded daily through TV and our daily contacts with worldliness, secular humanism
& false religions – 2 Cor. 2:11
a. 2 Corinthians 2:11 ---- 11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant

of his devices.
D. The Current of the Flesh

1. We war against the flesh – 1 Peter 2:11; Gal. 5:17
a. 1 Peter 2:11 ---- 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts

which war against the soul,
b. Galatians 5:17 ---- 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;

and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.
2. How we feel at the moment – Prov. 14:12; Jer. 17:19

a. Proverbs 14:12 ---- 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of
death.

b. Jeremiah 17:19 ---- 19 Thus the LORD said to me: “Go and stand in the gate of the children
of the people, by which the kings of Judah come in and by which they go out, and in all the
gates of Jerusalem;

E. The Current of Materialism - here and now over the future – Mat 6:19-33
1. Matthew 6:19-33 ---- 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust

destroy and where thieves break in and steal;20 “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.21 “For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore
your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that
darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more
than clothing?26 “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?27 “Which of you by
worrying can add one cubit to his stature?28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;29 “and yet I say to you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.30 “Now if God so clothes the grass
of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith?31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

F. The Current of Daily Concerns – Luke 8:14
1. Luke 8:14 ---- 14 “Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard,

go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
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IV. There Are Preventative Measures To Be Taken
A. Give The More Earnest Heed

1. To the things we have heard – Heb  2:1,2; Prov. 4:20-22; Ps. 119:97-104; Col. 1:23; Mat.
7:24-29
a. Hebrews 2:1-2 ---- Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have

heard, lest we drift away.2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just reward,

b. Proverbs 4:20-22 ---- 20 My son, give attention to my words;  Incline your ear to my
sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22
For they are life to those who find them,  And health to all their flesh. 

c. Psalm 119:97-104 ---- 97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 You,
through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me.
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep Your precepts. 101 I have restrained
my feet from every evil way,  That I may keep Your word. 102 I have not departed from
Your judgments,  For You Yourself have taught me. 103 How sweet are Your words to my
taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding;
Therefore I hate every false way. 

d. Colossians 1:23 ---- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are
not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

e. Matthew 7:24-29 ---- 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them,
I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:25 “and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was
founded on the rock.26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:27 “and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its
fall.”28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished
at His teaching,29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

B. Get anchored - grow spiritually – Eph. 4:14-15; Heb. 6:18,19; Col. 2:6,7; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:5-10
1. Ephesians 4:14-15 ---- 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried

about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting,15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—

2. Hebrews 6:18-19 ---- 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie,
we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before
us.19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the
Presence behind the veil,

3. Colossians 2:6-7 ---- 6 As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,7
rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in
it with thanksgiving.

4. 1 Peter 1:2 ---- 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of
the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be
multiplied.

5. 2 Peter 1:5-10 ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,
to virtue knowledge,6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness,7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.8 For if these things
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are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten
that he was cleansed from his old sins.10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make
your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

C. Put on the whole armor of God  – Eph. 6:10-18
1. Ephesians 6:10-18 ---- 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His

might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness,15 and having shod your feet with the preparation
of the gospel of peace;16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God;18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

D. Take Active Measures:
1. Search the scriptures daily –  Acts 17:11

a. Acts 17:11 ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.

2. Watch & Pray – Mark 14:38; 1 Cor. 16:13 
a. Mark 14:38 ---- 38 “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is

willing, but the flesh is weak.”
b. 1 Corinthians 16:13 ---- 13 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.

3. Edify one another – Heb. 3:13; 10:24,25
a. Hebrews 3:13 ---- 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you

be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
b. Hebrews 10:24-25 ---- 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good

works,25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

4. Be sober and vigilant – 1 Pet. 5:8; Titus 2:14
a. 1 Peter 5:8 ---- 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
b. Titus 2:14 ---- 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless

deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
5. Keep pressing forward - Phili 3:12-16

a. 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with
you not to receive the grace of God in vain.  2 For He says: "In an acceptable time I have
heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation. 

V. Conclusion:
A. There is but Two choices and one must make a decision

1. Matthew 7:13-14 (NKJV) ---- 13 "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is
the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the
gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

2. Which choice will you make today?
a. The easy way of drifting or the rewarding way of diligently walking upright. 
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