
THE DEMAND OF OUR KING
Intro:

A. From the beginning of time - God’s dealings (Grace, Mercy and Love) with His creation has always
been predicated upon obedience versus dis-obedience ---- reward versus punishment.
1. In the garden of Eden - Gen 2:17 vrs chapter 3

a. Genesis 2:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

2. The reward based on condition ---- Isa 1:19
a. Isaiah 1:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land;

3. During the life ministry of Christ — Luke 6:46
a. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) ---- 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which

I say?
4. Entrance into heaven ---- Rev. 22:14

a. Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

B. As subjects of the King - we must understand that we are in a monarchy not a democracy - and thus
God has every right as the King to make demands of us.
1. His design in Creation of mankind was not that of robotic function but that of willing submission

and love to do His will.
2. His desire is that His Creation LOVES Him and is therefore not seeking to disappoint Him in

anyway.
a. I have often wondered how God must have felt when He saw Eve submit to the desires of the

flesh, eyes and pride ---- and yet the same must be today when we do the very same thing in
our lives.

C. It is characteristic of great leaders to make demands on their followers.
1. During his reign, King Frederic William III of Prussia found himself in trouble. Wars had been

costly, and, in trying to build the nation, he was seriously short of finances. He couldn't
disappoint his people, and to surrender to the enemy was unthinkable.

a. After careful reflection, he decided to ask the women of Prussia to bring their gold and silver
jewelry to be melted down for their country. For each ornament received, he determined to
exchange a decoration of iron as a symbol of gratitude. Each decoration would be inscribed:
"I gave gold for iron, 1813." 

b. The response was overwhelming and, more importantly, the women prized the iron from their
king more highly than their former jewelry. The reason, of course, was obvious. Their
decorations of iron were proof that they had sacrificed for their king and country.

D. When Winston Churchill became Prime Minister he told the British people that he had nothing to
offer them but "blood, toil, tears, and sweat."
1. When leaders are elected by the people there is an expectation of a complete and total devotion

to do the will of the people to the uttermost.
(1) This is the way democracy works ---- government by the people for the people.

2. But this is not the way the Kingdom of God is run, and yet we see our Head {Christ Jesus, the
Son of God} doing exactly what Winston Churchill said.
(1) Blood, toil, tears and sweat ---- giving all of himself and becoming poor that we who are

poor might become rich ----cf  2 Corinthians 8:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich.

(2) We did not elect Jesus to be Christ and King ---- God raised Him Up and Sat Him down at
this right hand on high.
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(a) We elect Him when we surrender to Him as King in our lives - something that is done
willingly not by compulsion.

1

E. This morning I would like to focus on a singular demand of the King of Kings on us today.
1. In the very beginning God only required one thing of His creation:

a. Genesis 2:17 ---- “Do Not Eat” 
b. This is obedience to a simple command — remember they lacked for nothing!

(1) It was a demand of obedience!
(2) Obedience does not negate the Grace of God; however - faith is made perfect by our

obedience - demonstrated by our works ---- cf. Gen 6 ---- Noah and the Ark cf vrs 22.
(a)  Genesis 6:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
(b) Genesis 6:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him,

so he did.
(c) Sometimes we have a hard time understanding this simple concept!

2. Today, God has the same requirement from us ---- to be OBEDIENT to His Commandments and
we can talk about a lot of commands that we MUST do - but the focus of this lesson is not on
the “works that we do” - but rather the attitude towards doing them.   I child might do what a
parent asks and demands of them but they may do it half heartedly, or angrily ect.

a. Our obedience is a demonstration of our Love for Him...... John 14:15; John 15:14
(1) John 14:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
(2) John 15:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.

b. His commands are not burdensome ---- by our sacrificing our bodies is reasonable in service
---- cf. Romans 12:1-2 ; 1 John 5:3

(1) Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

(2) 1 John 5:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And
His commandments are not burdensome.

3. To walk with our King we MUST be in agreement with Him ----the question is asked and
answered by the prophet Amos in  Amos 3:3

a. And dis-obedience is being out of step.
F. The task before me then is to study ---- what are some of the things that normally hinder our

complete obedience, and then see our Kings desire for US.
1. This demand of the KING is a MUST!  There are 179 passages in the NKJV that has the word

“must” in it — not all a demand of the King but a certain demonstration of a do or die
environment.   A few examples are here presented to show this.

2. Romans 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also
for conscience’ sake.

a. Heb 11:6 ---- “without faith it is impossible to please God......”
(1) Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

b. Reflected in Sauls command on the road to Damascus ---- Acts 9:6
(1) Acts 9:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me

to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what
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you must do.”
3. Our OBEDIENCE is a reflection of the FAITH we have this is largely discussed in the second

chapter of the Book of James.
a. The two are a hand in the glove — working together to accomplish the purpose for which it

is designed.

II. These were demanding leaders, but Jesus Christ is a thousand times more demanding than they
were.
A. Love of country, home, or property cannot stand in the way. Luke 14:33

1. Luke 14:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot
be My disciple.

2. This does not mean that we are unpatriotic ---- it just means that God comes first.
B. Riches, wealth, or possessions cannot stand between us and our King. Mark 10:21-25

1. Mark 10:21-25 (NKJV) ---- 21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One
thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 22 But he was sad at this word,
and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked around and said
to His disciples, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And
the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them,
“Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

2. Our jobs, vacations, sports,  ect are all part of showing God is number one in our lives.
C. Something as dear as one’s close loved ones cannot stand in the way. Luke 14:26

1. Luke 14:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.

a. There is the concept and belief today (even prevalent in God’s people) that family and loved
ones are our everything.....{don’t get me wrong this is a great thing in our lives} but the
demand of the King is “I’m first”.

b. It has always amazed me how sometimes we get this wrong and neglect the command of God
to do something because family or friends are coming in.

c. Many a man has given up on the Lord over family and dear ones ---- family is important but
your soul is more important than any physical relationship.

(1) The MDR question is a good talking point here!
2. This culture and thinking is prevalent in our society and is reflective in a popular song on the

radio and charts today  “Stand By You” teenagers most probably know “Fight Song” by Rachel
Platten ---- but listen to her lyrics in this song:

a. Hands, put your empty hands in mine - And scars, show me all the scars you hide
And hey, if your wings are broken - Please take mine so yours can open too
Cause I'm gonna stand by you  - Oh, tears make kaleidoscopes in your eyes
And hurt, I know you're hurting, but so am I - And love, if your wings are broken
Borrow mine 'til yours can open too - Cause I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we're breaking down, we can find a way to break through
Even if we can't find heaven, I'll walk through Hell with you
Love, you're not alone, cause I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we can't find heaven, I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we can't find heaven, I'll walk through Hell with you
Love, you're not alone, cause I'm gonna stand by you
Yeah, you're all I never knew I needed
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And the heart, sometimes it's unclear why it's beating
And love, if your wings are broken
We can brave through those emotions too
Cause I'm gonna stand by you
Oh, truth, I guess truth is what you believe in
And faith, I think faith is having a reason
Nah, nah, nah, love, if your wings are broken
Borrow mine 'til yours can open too
Cause I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we're breaking down, we can find a way to break through
Even if we can't find heaven, I'll walk through Hell with you
Love, you're not alone, cause I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we can't find heaven, I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we can't find heaven, I'll walk through Hell with you
Love, you're not alone, cause I'm gonna stand by you
I'll be your eyes 'til yours can shine
I'll be your arms, I'll be your steady satellite
And when you can't rise, well, I'll crawl with you on hands and knees
Cause I... (I'm gonna stand by you)
Even if we're breaking down, we can find a way to break through (come on)
Even if we can't find heaven, I'll walk through Hell with you
Love, you're not alone, cause I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we can't find heaven, I'm gonna stand by you
Even if we can't find heaven, I'll walk through Hell with you
Love, you're not alone, cause I'm gonna stand by you
Love, you're not alone
Oh I'm gonna stand by you ---- (Even if we can't find heaven, heaven, heaven)
Yeah I'm gonna stand by you 

D. Even one’s own self, or one’s own life, cannot stand in the way. Mark 8:34-37
1. Mark 8:34-37 (NKJV) ---- 34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples

also, He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. 35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

2. We don’t live in a spiritual me myself and I environment ---- it is all about Jesus First - ourselves
last and Others in between. 

III. Whatever it might be - laziness, fear, selfishness, country, money, family, oneself - it cannot stand
between us and our King.
A. Jesus is not some wishy-washy person coming up to us, hoping to win our favor by saying softly:

“Please, may I have a word with you.”
1. Yes He is meek and lowly in heart — but He is not weak or feeble in His demand of US!

B. He comes to us as the Lord and King. Acts 2:37; 1 Tim. 6:14-16
1. Acts 2:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter

and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
2. 1 Timothy 6:14-16 (NKJV) ---- 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless

until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is
the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has
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immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be
honor and everlasting power. Amen.

C. Our King requires obedience. Heb. 5:9
1. Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal

salvation to all who obey Him,
D. He will destroy all enemies in the day of His wrath. Psalm 110:5; Rev. 19:15-16

1. Psalm 110:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of
His wrath.

2. Revelation 19:15-16 (NKJV) ---- 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on
His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

2

Concl.
A. Let us willingly and freely submit to the demands of our glorious King who is King of Kings and

Lord of Lords.

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
2

Page 5 of  5


