
SATAN’S GREAT LIE ---- JOIN THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE
Text - Acts 17:11

Intro:
A. It is not uncommon to read the newspaper (yes I know I’m old fashioned), on a Saturday and turn

to the Classified Ads - to find this headline - “WORSHIP AT THE CHURCH of YOUR CHOICE”.
1. There is a trucking company that travels up and down the Interstates that has a large sticker on

the back that reads - “Join A church of your Choice”
2. All of this sounds so wonderful to the ears of men - 2 Tim 4:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 For the time will

come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;----- NOTE: “.... itching ears”

B. BUT..... it is OUR (Christians) Understanding that:
1.  THE CHOICE HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE BY GOD.

a. THAT DENOMINATIONS ARE NOT PLEASING TO GOD.
b. THAT DENOMINATIONS ARE THE WORKS OF MEN.

2. THAT DENOMINATIONS ARE SATAN’S DECEPTION TO APPEAL TO MAN’S NATURE
OF BEING IN CONTROL.

3. THAT DENOMINATIONS CANNOT BE THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
4. It is my plea for all to just stop and Investigate.

a. We must be like the Bereans ---- Acts 17:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.

C. What SATAN is appealing for men to do is “CHOOSE THE church of SATAN” ---- not the “church
of GOD”.
1. In all things it must be recognized that there really are only two choices in everything that we

make spiritually.
a. Light or Darkness
b. Broad way or the Narrow Way
c. Truth or Error
d. Righteousness or Unrighteousness
e. Godliness or Ungodliness.
f. God or Satan

2. These are the choices - with free will comes the ability to chose, but that choice we make is one
that has eternal consequences.

3. As we note from this chart of “Where all these churches came from”
a. We can see the departure from the church that Christ said He would build began very early

in the history.
b. From those departures came many more departures during the reformation movement.
c. It also led to what is called the restoration movement, that saw a desire to return to the old

paths.... “back to the bible” was the cry.
D. And thus, it behooves our attention and investigation to go back to the bible and see if this most

common plea “join the church of your choice” is God approved or just another lie of the great
deceiver.
1. Are denominations pleasing to God?
2. What is meant by the term “church”
3. Is the church of which you are a part Scriptural?

II. SOME FACTS TO TAKE NOTE OF:
A. Are denominations pleasing to God? ---- Billy Graham wrote in his column in the Asheville paper
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---- denominations are like hats, when a lady walks into a hat store she is not offered just one, but
tries on various ones until she finds the one that best suits her and the occasion she is to wear it.” —
this was in response to a question by a reader which church should I join.   
1. Sounds appealing, even is very logical BUT....
2. CHRIST PRAYED FOR UNITY OF THE ONE BODY!

a. John 17:20-21 ---- “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”

3.  PAUL AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST COMMANDED THAT THERE BE NO DIVISIONS:
a. 1 Corinthians 1:10 ---- 10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  (KJV)

4. So How can this advise be pleasing to God I ask you?
B. A quick look at History and one will note that:

1.

Time Place Founder Denomination

606 A.D. Rome Boniface III Roman Catholic

1520 A.D. Germany Martin Luther Lutheran

1534 A.D. England Henry VIII Episcopalian

1536 A.D. Switzerland John Calvin Presbyterian

1607 A.D Holland John Smythe Baptist

1739 A.D. England John Wesley Methodist

2. To name just a few of the Major denominations around today.
C. I believe - that Satan is the Master of Deception!

1. You May Be Saying:
a. I FEEL that this church is of GOD!
b. How can so many be lost?

2. SATAN HAS THREE BASIC DESIRES:
a. TO STOP you from becoming a Child of GOD.
b. TO PULL you back into the WORLD OF SIN.
c. TO MAKE you FRUITLESS.

(1) WHAT better way to achieve this than to tell man he may make a CHOICE of the
CHURCHES OF MEN!

III. What Is Meant by the term “church”
A. THE TERM CHURCH IN THE N.T. REFERS TO:

1. THE UNIVERSAL BODY:
a. Comprised of All Obedient Baptized Believers

(1) THE LORD ADDS TO THIS BODY – Acts 2:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were
being saved.

b. HAS no organization other that CHRIST AS THE HEAD.
c. HAS no doctrine other than the DOCTRINE OF CHRIST --- see 2 John 9 (NKJV) ---- 9

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He
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who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
2. THE LOCAL BODY:

a. Comprised of Obedient Baptized Believers in any given locality.
(1) ONE JOINS HIMSELF TO THIS BODY

b. HAS CONGREGATION Organization of:
(1) ELDERS, DEACONS and SAINTS --- Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Paul and Timothy,

bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with
the bishops and deacons:

(2) UPHOLDS ALL THE WORDS OF TRUTH.
B. DENOMINATIONS CANNOT BE THE CHURCH OF THE N.T.

1.  The word denomination means:
a. “The name of a class or division of things;" such as, the different denominations of the

United States monetary system; "a class, or society of individuals, called by the same name;
a sect; a part of the whole.“

b. Thus a denominational church, according to common usage and understanding, would be one
class, or group, or society of individuals called by the same name as opposed to other classes
or groups, or societies of individuals called by different names, which men establish solely
by human authority yet within the claim that such churches make up the one true church
belonging to the Lord, such as the different denominations which make up our United States
currency.

2. A denomination is a religious organization which is larger than any local congregation, since that
denomination consists of many local congregations of that denomination or religious order
different from all other denominations of other religious orders.
a. Yet such a denomination is smaller than the universal church, the body of the saved, the

saved in the aggregate, or the sum total of all who have believed and obeyed the gospel of
Christ and thus saved and added to the church of Christ by the Lord Himself.

3.  No one denomination even claims to have all Christians in it or to be the whole body of the
saved.
a. Thus, By their own admission a denomination is Larger than any local congregation and yet

Smaller than the whole church, the One New Testament church 
C. The ONE BODY of CHRIST

1. Made up of Individuals ---- not congregations - THE ONE BODY --- Matthew 16:18 and
comprises of all Christians.

2. It is Comprised of:
a.  Obedient
b.  Baptized
c.  Believers

3. Who are  Added To By The Lord – Acts 2:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 praising God and having favor
with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

4. And see  CHRIST AS THE ONLY HEAD – Col. 1:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And He is the head of the
body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may
have the preeminence.

D. So having noted these facts let us ask this question:

IV. IS THE church OF WHICH I AM A MEMBER SCRIPTURAL ? ---- Acts 17:11
A. The church was built according to the eternal purpose of God

1.  “and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages
has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ;  10 to the intent that now
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the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and
powers in the heavenly places,11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord,” ….. Eph 3:9-11 (NKJV)

2. So in examination we must look at A Scriptural church Will Be:
a. SCRIPTURAL IN ORIGIN
b.  SCRIPTURAL IN NAME
c.  SCRIPTURAL IN DOCTRINE
d.  SCRIPTURAL IN PRACTICE

B. Scriptural in ORIGIN
1. Where ?  Isaiah 2:2-3

a. Isaiah 2:2-3 (NKJV) ---- 2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain
of the Lord’s house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted
above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, “Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach
us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

2. When? Daniel 2:44
a.  “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never

be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”….. Dan 2:44 (NKJV)

3. Who?  Matthew 16:18
a. “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” ….. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV)
4. WHEN Built?

a. Matt. 3:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”
b. Matthew 4:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
c. Matthew 10:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at

hand.’
d. Luke 10:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has

come near to you.’
e. Luke 9:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not

taste death till they see the kingdom of God.”
f. Luke 24:46-49 (NKJV) ---- 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was

necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on
high.”

g. Acts 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”

5. ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST
a.  Acts 2:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one

accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them
divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. ---- 
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The apostles received power form the Holy Spirit.
(1) Acts 2:16  “But This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel.”

6. ON and AFTER PENTECOST
a. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord

added to the church daily those who were being saved.  ---- The Church is spoken of as being
in existence.

b. Acts 9:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had
peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, they were multiplied. ---- The Churches had peace.

c. Colossians 1:13-14 (NKJV) ---- 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. ---- We cannot be translated into something that
does not exist.

7. 1 Corinthians 15:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God
the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. ---- In order for the
Kingdom to be delivered up it must exist.

(1) THEN COMES THE END ---- If you want to be delivered up to the father you must be
in the kingdom.

(2) Psalm 127:1 ---- “Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain who build it;..”
(3) Matt 15:13 ---- But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has

not planted will be uprooted.
C. Scriptural in NAME:

1. The churches of Christ” ---- Rom 16:16
2. The church of God” ---- Acts 20:28; I Cor 1:1-2

a. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood.

b. 1 Corinthians 1:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the
will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

3. The kingdom of the Son of His love,” ---- Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 He has delivered us
from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,

4. The house of God,” ---- 1 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you
may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

5. The “church of the firstborn” ---- Hebrews 12:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect,

6. The church,” ---- Acts 2:47 ; Eph 1:22
a. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord

added to the church daily those who were being saved.
b. Ephesians 1:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be

head over all things to the church,
D. Scriptural in Doctrine:

1. Psalms 119:104 ---- “Through Your precepts I get understanding;..”
2. 1 Tim 1:3 ---- “…that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine,”
3. 1 Tim 6:3 ---- “…and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,”
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4. Titus 2:1 ---- “But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine:”
5. What is taught about the Church in reference to: Authority-

a. Matt 28:18 ---- “.."All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”
b. 2 John 1:9 ---- Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not

have God.
6.  What is taught about the Church in reference to:  Forgiveness of sin—

a. Mark 16:16 ---- He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned.

b. Acts 2:36-38 ---- Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

7. What is taught about the Church in reference to:  Work of the Church—
a. 1 Tim 3:15 ---- but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct

yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of
the truth.

E. Scriptural in Practice
1. WE MUST PRACTICE WHAT WE PREACH

a. Romans 2:21 ---- You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who
preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?
(1) DOES OUR LIFE ADORN THE GOSPEL

(a) PHIL 1:27 ---- Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand
fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,

2. SIN CANNOT BE TOLERATED IN THE CAMP
a. 1 Cor 5:6-7 ---- Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the

whole lump?  7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you
truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.

b. 1 Cor 5:13 ---- But those who are outside God judges. Therefore "put away from yourselves
the evil person."

3. WE ARE TO WITHDRAW FROM A BROTHER WHO WALKS DISORDERLY
a.  2 Thess 3:6 ---- But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that

you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition
which he received from us. 

4. WE MUST KEEP OURSELVES PURE AND HOLY BY CONSTANT EXAMINATION OF
OUR LIVES
a. 1 Peter 1:15-16  ---- but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
V. Conclusion:

A. As we examine and investigate the church of which I am a member of ---- how do we match up?
1. Do we see differences?
2. Do we see that if this is the case it can not be the church that God has chosen!

B.  Satan’s greatest lie - is “YOU ARE IN CONTROL - So join the church of YOUR CHOICE”
1. Yes God has given you a choice,   but..... you are not free from the consequences of that Choice.
2. To the Atheist ---- when he meets God - rejection
3. To the “believer” ---- my choice my religion - Depart - Matthew 7:23 (NKJV) ----23 And then

I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
C. Make the wise choice ----- choose you this day whom you will serve ---- GOD or the SATAN

1. This is your ONLY choice today!
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