
Can You Know That You Are Saved? - 1 John 5:13

Introduction:
A. Some answer “yes” in spite of their rejection of the teaching of the gospel of Christ.

1. False concepts – 
a. Once saved always saved –
b. I’m saved because I feel saved . . . 
c. Faith only – 
d. I’m a good person –
e. God is a God of love and He won’t send anybody to Hell . . .
f. My parents were members of the church . . .
g. God’s grace will “OVERLOOK” sin –

B. Some answer “I don’t know” in spite of the teaching of the gospel of Christ -
C. Many say “NO” because they do not understand the gospel of Christ – Eph. 3:3-5; 5:17.
D. 1 John 5:13

II. I Have written ---- To Whom?
A. The Scriptures are written to:

1. To Guide - Psalm 119:105 (NKJV)  Your word is a lamp to my feet  And a light to my path. 
2. To Convert - Psalm 19:7 (NKJV)  The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul;  The

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 
a. John 20:31 (NKJV)  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son

of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 
3. Exhort – Hebrews 13:22   But I exhort you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have

written unto you in few words.
a. 1 Peter 5:12 (NKJV)  By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you

briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 
b. 1 John 2:1 (NKJV)  My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And

if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
4. To Judge – John 12:48; Heb 5:12-14

a. A means of Warning -  John 2:26 (NKJV)   These things I have written to you concerning those
who try to deceive you. 

5. To Assure – 1 John 5:13
a. John 21:24 (NKJV)   This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things;

and we know that his testimony is true. 
b. 1 John 1:4 (NKJV)   And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 
c. 1 Thess. 1:5 (NKJV)  For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and

in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you
for your sake. 

B. That You may Know....
1. Can we trust God?    This is the assurance we have as Christians:

a. Can we Trust His Word?
b. Can We Trust His Promises?
c. Can We Trust His Power?

2. There are a few passages for us to answer:
a. Hebrews 6:18-19 (NKJV)  - that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to

lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before
us. [19] This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, 
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b. 2 Tim. 1:12 (NKJV)  - For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed,
for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day.

c. Romans 4:20-21 (NKJV)  - He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, [21] and being fully convinced that what He had
promised He was also able to perform. ff – cf vrs 5:5

3. Did the Christians of the NT know they were saved?
a. The Pentecostians did – 

(1) Acts 2:38-41,47 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
[39] For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the
Lord our God will call." [40] And with many other words he testified and exhorted them,
saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." [41] Then those who gladly received his
word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.  . . . 47
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved. 

b. The Eunuch Did – 
(1) Acts 8:30-39 (NKJV)      So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and

said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" [31] And he said, "How can I, unless
someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. [32] The place in the
Scripture which he read was this:  "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;  And as a lamb
before its shearer is silent,  So He opened not His mouth.   [33] In His humiliation His justice
was taken away,  And who will declare His generation?  For His life is taken from the earth." 
 [34] So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this,
of himself or of some other man?" [35] Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this
Scripture, preached Jesus to him. [36] Now as they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" [37]
Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." [38] So he commanded the chariot to stand still.
And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. [39] Now
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the
eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 

c. The Jailor did! 
(1) Acts 16:30-34  And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" [31] So

they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household."
[32] Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. [33] And
he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all
his family were baptized. [34] Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food
before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. 

d. The Romans Did – 
(1) Romans 5:2; through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand,

and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
(2) Romans 15:13 (NKJV)  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
4. This knowledge is..... Based upon God’s Faithfulness 

a. But Affected by: 
(1) Our trust in God!
(2) Our Submission to God’s Word 
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C. We must continue to believe:
1. Are We Doing What The Lord Has Told Us To Do?

a. Requires Knowledge of God’s Word
b. Requires Application 
c. Requires Self Examination!

2. Some believe...:
a. “We cannot all see the Bible alike on every topic/issue covered in Scriptures. We never

have...they never did in NT times even reading limited letters ... and our confusion is our own
fault, not God's.”  John Dobbs: Gospel Preachers List – June/11/03

3. While others....
a. We can read it and understand what the Lord would have us to do . . . and since that is the case

- we can read it and understand it alike - (Eph. 3:3-5; 1 Cor. 1:10). We are told to "understand
what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17) therefore it is IMPLIED that we can. Don McClain,
Gospel Preachers List - June /11/2003 

D. Our faithfulness is seen in:
1. 1 Thess. 5:21-24 (NKJV)  - Test all things; hold fast what is good. [22] Abstain from every form

of evil.    [23] Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole
spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. [24] He who
calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 

2. Our Responsibility is:
a. [21] Test all things; hold fast what is good. [22] Abstain from every form of evil.
b. We can test, we can discern and we can abstain.

3. God Will:
a. [23]. . .  sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. [24] He who calls you is faithful, who also will
do it.

E. Romans 8:16-17 (NKJV)  - The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, [17] and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer
with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

1. Believe – Acts 8:37 (NKJV)  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And
he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 

2. Confess – Romans 10:9 (NKJV)   that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

3. Repent – Acts 17:30 (NKJV)  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent, 

4. Be baptized – 1 Peter 3:21-22 (NKJV)   There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism
(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 

5. Be faithful – Col. 1:21-23 (NKJV)  And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind
by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled [22] in the body of His flesh through death, to present
you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- [23] if indeed you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,
which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

6. Confess, Repent & Pray – Acts 8:22 (NKJV)  Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray
God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.  1 John 1:9 (NKJV)  If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

III. In Conclusion:
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A. There are things that create doubt in our lives:
1. Lack of Faith In God
2. Fear of not being able to understand God’s Word 
3. Misconceptions concerning sin
4. Fear of not knowing enough
5. Fear of not doing enough

B. We must make it as sure as we can:
1. We can trust God!!
2. We can know God’s Will!
3. We can do God’s Will!
4. His commandments are NOT BURDENSOME  - (1 John 5:2-5)

C. We can and we must:
1. 2 Peter 1:5-11 (NKJV)  - . . .  giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, . . . knowledge, . . . self-

control, . . . perseverance, . . . godliness, . . . brotherly kindness,  . . . love. [8] For if these things
are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. [9] For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that
he was cleansed from his old sins. [10] Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your
call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; [11] for so an entrance will
be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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