
Are We Bold Christians? ---- Acts 4:1-33

Intro:
A. There are three passages in particular that I want us to examine here today:

1. Acts 4:13 (NKJV) 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they
were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

2. Acts 4:29 (NKJV) 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word, 

3. Acts 4:31 (NKJV) 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

B. Thus the question - What is Boldness and how is it displayed?
1. Vines defines this as: ðáññçó?á, parrçsia - . . . (b) "the absence of fear in speaking boldly; hence,

confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, without any connection necessarily with speech;" the RV
has "boldness" in the following; - Acts 4:13; Eph. 3:12; 1 Tim. 3:13; Heb. 3:6; Heb. 4:16; Heb.
10:19, 35; 1 John 2:28; 1 John 3:21; 1 John 4:17; 1 John 5:14;

2. So boldness must be understood as:
a. Not Arrogance – 
b. Not Rudeness –
c. Not Presumption –
d. But courage to stand up for what one believes in the face of opposition.

C. This morning I want to discuss boldness in three categories:
1. How boldness is exemplified
2. What Our Source of Boldness is
3. And the Results of Being a Bold Christian.

II. Boldness Exemplified
A. Professes Faith publicly – Acts 4:1; (cf. 3:11-26)

1. Acts 4:1 ---- Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the
Sadducees came upon them,

2. Remember that in Acts 3:11-26 ---- 11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and
John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed.12
So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why
look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?13 “The
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you
delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.14 “But you
denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,15 “and killed the
Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.16 “And His name,
through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which
comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.17 “Yet now,
brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers.18 “But those things which God
foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.19
“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord,20 “and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached
to you before,21 “whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God
has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.22 “For Moses truly said to
the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him
you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.23 ‘And it shall be that every soul who will not
hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’24 “Yes, and all the prophets,
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from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these days.25 “You
are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham,
‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’26 “To you first, God, having raised
up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”

B. Doesn’t water down the truth in the face of opposition – Acts 4:2-12
1. Acts 4:2-12 ---- 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the

resurrection from the dead.3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day,
for it was already evening.4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number
of the men came to be about five thousand.5 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers,
elders, and scribes,6 as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many
as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.7 And when they had
set them in the midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name have you done this?”8 Then
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:9 “If we this
day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well,10 “let
it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you
whole.11 “This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief
cornerstone.’12 “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.”

C. Doesn’t compromise the truth when threatened – Acts 4:13-22
1. Acts 4:13-22 ---- 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they

were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with
Jesus.14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing
against it.15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred
among themselves,16 saying, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle
has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.17 “But
so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they
speak to no man in this name.”18 And they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus.19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in
the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.20 “For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.”21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go,
finding no way of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had
been done.22 For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been
performed.

III. The Source of Boldness
A. Knowing Jesus – Acts 4:13; Eph. 2:12; 2 Pet 3:17,18

1. Acts 4:13 ---- Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

2. Ephesians 2:12 ---- 12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world.

3. 2 Peter 3:17-18 ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also
fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;18 but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and
forever. Amen.

B. Praying with brethren – Acts 4:23,24; 2:42
1. Acts 4:23-24 ---- 23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the
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chief priests and elders had said to them.24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God
with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that
is in them,

2. Acts 2:42 ---- 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.

C. Trusting in God’s support – Acts 4:24-30; Rom 8:31-39
1. Acts 4:24-30 ---- 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and

said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them,25 “who
by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain
things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the
LORD and against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28
“to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 “Now, Lord, look
on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word,30 “by
stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your
holy Servant Jesus.”

2. Romans 8:31-39 ---- 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies.34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.35 Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.38
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come,39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

D. Being filled with the Holy Spirit– Acts 4:31; Eph 5:17,18; Col. 3:16; Rom 8:1,2,14; Gal 5:22,23 
1. Acts 4:31 ---- 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was

shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.
2. Ephesians 5:17-18 ---- 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord

is.18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,
3. Colossians 3:16 ---- 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.

4. Romans 8:1,2,14 ---- There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who
do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.2 For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

a. Vrs 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
5. Galatians 5:22-23 ---- 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness,23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

IV. Results of Boldness
A. “Many of those who heard the word believed” –  Acts 4:4; 2:37; 8:12; Rom 10:17

1. Acts 4:4 ---- 4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men
came to be about five thousand.

2. Acts 2:37 ---- 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
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3. Acts 8:12 ---- 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

4. Romans 10:17 ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
B. Some were “greatly disturbed” – Acts 4:2,3,17,18; 7:54;  13:45;  etc.

1. Acts 4:2-3 ---- 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead.3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day,
for it was already evening.

2. Acts 4:17-18 ---- 17 “But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten
them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name.”18 And they called them and
commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

3. Acts 7:54 ---- 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him
with their teeth.

4. Acts 13:45 ---- 45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and
contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul.

C. “The multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul” – Acts 4:32; Jn 17:20
1. Acts 4:32 ---- 32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither

did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.
2. John 17:20 ---- 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through

their word;
D. “Spoke the word of God with boldness”– Acts 4:31; 20:27; 2 Tim 4:1-5; 1 Pet 4:11

1. Acts 4:31 ---- 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

2. Acts 20:27 ---- 27 “For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.
3. 2 Timothy 4:1-5 ---- I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge

the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and
out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.3 For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;4 and they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables.5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

4. 1 Peter 4:11 ---- 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let
him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

E. “Great grace was upon them all”– Acts 4:33; Isa. 55:11
1. Acts 4:33 ---- 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord

Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.
2. Isaiah 55:11 ---- 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me

void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

V. Conclusion:
A. Are you a Bold Christian in your:

1. Speech
2. Actions
3. Prayer Life
4. Effectiveness in Service

B. Will you make a Bold statement this morning by surrendering to the commands of Christ?
1. Will you as a Christian return to your first love?
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