
THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING - 2 Tim 2:11-13 - Baptism is Essential to Salvation

Intro:
A. Understanding what is meant by this is - A “Faithful Saying” - it is one that is true

1. When dealing with the past – the saying is a matter of fact. 
2. When dealing with the future – the thing stated will surely come to pass!

B. Phrase appears in five passages in First and Second Timothy and Titus. 
1. 1 Tim 1:15; - (NKJV) 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
2. 1 Timothy 3:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he

desires a good work.
3. 1 Timothy 4:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all

things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 9 This is a faithful saying
and worthy of all acceptance.

4. Titus 3:4-8 (NKJV) ---- 8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly,
that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are
good and profitable to men. (verses 4-7)

5. 2 Timothy 2:8-13 (NKJV) ---- 8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from
the dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of
chains; but the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect,
that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 This is a
faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also
reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful;
He cannot deny Himself.

a. Romans 1:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed
of David according to the flesh, 

b. Eph 1:3 ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

c. Romans 6:3 - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?

d. Galatians 3:26,27 - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

C. The faithful saying that I want to concentrate on this morning is - “BAPTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO
SALVATION”

1. By “ESSENTIAL” - I mean that without baptism - condemnation and eternal death is the outcome
of man.

a. It is in this act that brings about a CHANGE
b. IT is essential to being in the BODY of Christ - the body that HE will SAVE.
c. But not all baptism leads to Salvation ----- Only IF we Are baptized for the REMISSION OF OUR

SINS.
2. It is ESSENTIAL because it is Parallel to Christ’s - Death, Burial & Resurrection.
3. And it is ESSENTIAL because it IS COMMANDED - He that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. (Mk. 16:16)
D. We will note in this lesson several key elements of the subject of Baptism and stress the importance

of it as in REGARDS to SALVATION. 

II. FIRSTLY - WHO ARE and WHO ARE NOT SUBJECTS of SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM
A.  It may surprise men that not “all human beings are subjects of scriptural baptism”.
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1. Babies - new born are not subjects of Scriptural baptism
2. Infants and Children who are NOT ACCOUNTABLE - are not subjects of scriptural baptism.
3. And an ACCOUNTABLE SINNER - who REFUSES to BELIEVE what the scriptures teach.

a. Eg: That there is ONLY one CHURCH!
4. An ACCOUNTABLE SINNER who REFUSES TO REPENT - change is not subject to Scriptural

Baptism.
a. Eg. The THIEF who STEALS for a LIVING!

B. Having noted those who are not subjects of Scriptural Baptism we must affirm that there are those who
are subjects of Scriptural Baptism.

1. The next question has to do with those WHO are subjects of Scriptural Baptism and demands an
answer as to “WHEN MUST I!”

III. SECONDLY - When Am I ready To Be Baptized?
A. This question deals with a matter of TIME - not AGE - much confusion arises when we do not

understand this with regards to younger people!
1. It has Two Elements to this question:

a. When ARE Those Subjects Ready
b. And When those subjects are NOT ready.

B. Note these Scriptures denoting readiness:
1. Acts 2:41 - Gladly receive word & baptized

a. Note: This is not a “shotgun” salvation - a pressure salvation but a choice of ones own will.
2. Acts 8:36 - What hinders me? - Acts 8:36 (NKJV) ---- 36 Now as they went down the road, they

came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being
baptized?”

a. Note again: There may be something that is hindering you - maybe a family member who says no
you are not ready!

3. Acts 16:33 - In same hour of night - Acts 16:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 And he took them the same hour of
the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.

a. Note: This shows that Wed and Sunday are not the only times that a subject can obey the gospel
call.

C. Note these Scriptures denoting when Subjects are not ready: (please note this does not mean they were
not accountable)

1. Acts 24:25  - Felix - "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you."
a. Note: A person is not ready when they do not see the urgency of the action.
b. Felix was afraid - but that did not motivate him to do anything about it.

2. Acts 26:28 – Agrippa - “You almost persuade me to be a Christian”
a. Note: The song - MY STUBBORN WILL - speaks about this condition.

D. From these two observations it shows that Baptism is not for everyone: There are those who are,
1. Waiting Until Gaining Complete Knowledge of Bible - I have been a Christian since 13 years old

and I have been preaching for 38 years and I still don’t have a complete knowledge - Ask any one
here who is a Christian if they do!

2. Waiting Until Get Life On The Right Track - you can’t get on the right track if you are unwilling to
get off the wrong tract.

3. Waiting Till Gets Easier - Never have found the scripture that says “Wait until you are in a bed of
Roses with a silver spoon”

4. Waiting Until When It Will Not Cost Me - it cost the SON of GOD HIS life - am I better than Him?
5. Waiting For Time - When No One Urging - “This is PRIDE - you are not the master of your own

destiny”
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6. Waiting Until Can Live Christian Life with out Faltering.- “Bumper Sticker that reads - I’m A
Christian NOT PERFECT - JUST FORGIVEN.”

E. Having noted this - our next observation is a serious consideration - WHEN!
IV. WHEN AM I READY TO BE BAPTIZED? - there is no magical age or formula but simply these

simple truths - WHAT ARE THE NECESSARY REQUIREMENTS.
A. When You Become CONSCIOUS of YOUR SIN!

1. Baptism is to wash away sin - Acts 2:37,38; 22:16
a. Acts 2:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter

and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
(1) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

b. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

2. THE Need: Sin separates from God
a. Now - Isaiah 59:1-2; James 1:15

(1) Isaiah 59:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor
His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And
your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

(2) James 1:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when
it is full-grown, brings forth death.

(3) The Soul that SINS it shall die - Ezek 18:20-24
(a) Ezekiel 18:20-24 (NKJV) ---- 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt

of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall
be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. 21 “But if a wicked
man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is
lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 22 None of the transgressions which he
has committed shall be remembered against him; because of the righteousness which he has
done, he shall live. 23 Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord
God, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live? 24 “But when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the abominations
that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the righteousness which he has done shall not be
remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has
committed, because of them he shall die.

b. Eternally - Romans 6:23
3.  So the QUESTION IS - Is There Sin In Your Life?

a. Are you - Old enough to violate - the  word of God?
b. Do you -  Know of sin in your life?

B. The Second fact is - “I UNDERSTAND CERTAIN THINGS about Jesus”
1. Learned by hearing “Jesus” preached and taught – (Acts 8:35) (NKJV) ---- 35 Then Philip opened

his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
a. Born of a virgin (Matt. 1:23) (NKJV) ---- 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a

Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
b. Lived sinless life (Heb. 4:15)(NKJV) ---- 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
1

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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c.  Son of God (Rom. 1:4 cf John 20:30-31)
(1) Romans 1:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit

of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.
d. Died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:1-4)(NKJV) ---- 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel

which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I
delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures,

e. Raised from dead (Acts 2:24, 32) (NKJV) ---- 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains
of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

(1) Acts 2:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
f. Built His church (Mat 16:18; Acts 8:12; 19:3)

(1) Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

(2) Acts 8:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

(3) Acts 19:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said,
“Into John’s baptism.”

g. No Salvation EXCEPT BY HIM - John 14:6
2. NOTE: that not much else was known by those 3000 in Acts 2 nor in any of the cases of conversion

in the book of Acts. 
C. The Third fact is - “I UNDERSTAND WHAT I NEED TO DO”

1. Having Heard the Gospel - Romans 10:17 - I have FAITH - but that is not sufficient - this faith must
have its completion in obedience:

2. Believe in Christ (John 8:24)
a. John 8:24 (NKJV)   Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe

that I am He, you will die in your sins."
3. Repent of past sin (Acts 2:38)
4. Confess that I believe (Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37)

a. Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV)  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

b. Acts 8:37 (NKJV)  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he
answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

5. Be Baptized in water (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38)
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not

believe will be condemned.
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

6. Why is this IMPORTANT - BECAUSE I Understand Why I Need To . . . 
a. I AM Lost - Now & Will Be Eternally!

(1) In this state I Can’t go to heaven - John 8:21; 1 Cor. 6:9-11
(a) John 8:21 (NKJV)   Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me,

and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come." 
(b) 1 Cor. 6:9-11 (NKJV)  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of

God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,
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nor sodomites, [10] nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will
inherit the kingdom of God. [11] And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God.

(2) As A RESULT - I Will go to hell  - Rev. 21:8; Rom. 6:23
(a) Rev. 21:8 (NKJV)   But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death."

(b) Romans 6:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

7. There is Danger in delay – 
a. Christ could return (Matt. 24:36  of that day and hour no one knows (principle of God’s time not

man’s); 1 Thess. 5:1-2 – As a thief in the night; 2 Pet 3:10 - no second chance)
(1) Matthew 24:36 (NKJV) ---- 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of

heaven, but My Father only.
(2) 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you

have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so comes as a thief in the night.

b. You could die and will die (Heb. 9:27) - you don’t know when or how!
(1) Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the

judgment,
D. The forth element is “I Know I am Ready in UNDERSTANDING THE NEED!

a. I can’t be talked out of it
(1) The devil is trying!!
(2) Your fleshly mind is pleading!
(3) Your worldly friends are pressuring . . .

b. BUT – I am ready to commit my life to the Lord!!

V. Conclusion - Have You Died With Christ?
A. When Are You Ready to Be Baptized?

1. I Realize That I Am In Sin
2. I Believe That Jesus Is the Christ, The Son of God
3. I understand what I need to do and why
4. I am ready to commit my life to serving Jesus!
5. I know I am in danger if delay

B. Are you in sin?
1. Do you Believe That Jesus Is the Christ, The Son of God
2. Do you understand what you need to do and why?
3. Are you ready to repent & commit your life to serving Jesus!
4. WHY DELAY?? – WHY NOT NOW?

C. 2 Timothy 2:11-13 (NKJV) - 11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live
with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13
If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 

D. Have You Died With Christ? – Having died to sin and thus alive to God?
1. Are you enduring – Are you living victoriously over sin?
2. Are you living a life that Confesses Christ? – Do you want to be denied by Him?
3. Are you faithful to Christ? If not – you will be condemned!!
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