
THE AUTOPSY OF A DEAD FAITH

Intro:
A. Why Perform Autopsies?

1. What Benefits Do The Living Get From An Autopsy?
2. How To Resurrect A Dead Faith?

B. What is a Dead Faith?
1. DEAD – “applies literally to what is deprived of vital force but is used figuratively of anything

that has lost any attribute (as energy, activity, radiance) suggesting life” – (Merriam Webster)
a. James 2:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
b. James 2:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without

works is dead? 
c. James 2:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works

is dead also. 
2. A Dead Faith Is A Faith That Does Not Obey God 

a. Cannot save – James 2:14,24
(1) James 2:14 ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but

does not have works? Can faith save him?
(2) vrs 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

b. Has no compassion – James 2:15,16
(1) James 2:15-16 ---- 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,16 and

one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give
them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

c. Has no fruit – James 2:18-20
(1) James 2:18-20 ---- 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show

me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.19 You
believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!20
But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?

d. Has no fellowship with God –  James 2:19, 21-23
(1) James 2:19 ---- 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons

believe—and tremble!21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered
Isaac his son on the altar?

(2) vrs 22 -23 ----  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works
faith was made perfect?23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the
friend of God.

e. Rejects the people of God – James 2:25; 3 John 1:9-11
(1) James 2:25 ---- 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she

received the messengers and sent them out another way?
(2) 3 John 9-11 ---- 9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the

preeminence among them, does not receive us.10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind
his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with
that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting
them out of the church.11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who
does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God.

f. Does not obey the gospel – Mark 16:16; Rom 10:16
(1) Mark 16:16 ---- 16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
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believe will be condemned.
(2) Romans 10:16 ---- 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord,

who has believed our report?”
g. Does not walk in the light – 1 John 1:5-7

(1) 1 John 1:5-7 ---- 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.6 If we say that we have fellowship
with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.7 But if we walk in
the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

h. Transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ – 2 John 1:9
(1) 2 John 9 ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
i. Cannot please God – Heb 11:6

(1) Hebrews 11:6 ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

II. Why Does Faith Die?
A. A diminished respect for God and His word – Prov. 1:7; Ps. 112:1; Heb 4:1

1. Proverbs 1:7 ---- 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  But fools despise
wisdom and instruction.

2. Psalm 112:1 ---- Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly
in His commandments.

3. Hebrews 4:1 ---- Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of
you seem to have come short of it.

B. Malnourishment - Rom. 10:17; Hos. 4:6; 1 Pet. 2:1,2
1. Romans 10:17 ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
2. Hosea 4:6 ---- 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected

knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law
of your God, I also will forget your children.

3. 1 Peter 2:1-2 ---- Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil
speaking,2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

C. Ungodly attitudes – (pride, selfishness, worldliness, etc) - 1 Sam 15:17; 3 John 9,10; 2 Tim. 4:10
1. 1 Samuel 15:17 ---- 17 So Samuel said, “When you were little in your own eyes, were you not

head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you king over Israel?
2. 3 John 9-10 ---- 9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence

among them, does not receive us.10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he
does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not
receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church.

3. 2 Timothy 4:10 ---- 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has
departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.

D. Bitterness –  Eph. 4:31; Heb. 12:15
1. Ephesians 4:31 ---- 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away

from you, with all malice.
a. “It is astonishing that any who profess the Christian name should indulge bitterness of spirit.

Those who are censorious, who are unmerciful to the failings of others, who have fixed a
certain standard by which they measure all persons in all circumstances, and unchristian
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every one that does not come up to this standard, these have the bitterness against which the
apostle speaks. In the last century there was a compound medicine, made up from a variety
of drastic acrid drugs and ardent spirits, which was called Hiera Picra, Êåñá ðéêñá, the holy
bitter; this medicine was administered in a multitude of cases, where it did immense evil, and
perhaps in scarcely any case did it do good. It has ever appeared to me to furnish a proper
epithet for the disposition mentioned above, the holy bitter; for the religiously censorious act
under the pretense of superior sanctity. I have known such persons do much evil in a
Christian society, but never knew an instance of their doing any good.” —Adam Clarke's
Commentary

2. Hebrews 12:15 ---- 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root
of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;

E. Indifference -  Mat 24:12; Rev. 3:15-19
1. Matthew 24:12 ---- 12 “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.
2. Revelation 3:15-19 ---- 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish

you were cold or hot.16 “So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
vomit you out of My mouth.17 “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have
need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and
naked—18 “I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and
white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed;
and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.19 “As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.

F. Neglect – Heb 2:3; 4:11; Mat. 25:24-26
1. Hebrews 2:3 ---- 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first

began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,
2. Hebrews 4:11 ---- 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to

the same example of disobedience.
3. Matthew 25:24-26 ---- 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I

knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not
scattered seed.25 ‘And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you
have what is yours.’26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant,
you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.

III. Resurrecting A Dead Faith
A. Attend services and Bible classes – Heb. 10:24,25; Eph. 4:11-16; Rom 10:17

1. Hebrews 10:24-25 ---- 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works,25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

2. Ephesians 4:11-16 ---- 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ;14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting,15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
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3. Romans 10:17 ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
B. Read & study your Bible on your own – Acts 17:11,12; 1 Pet. 2:2

1. Acts 17:11-12 ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent
women as well as men.

2. 1 Peter 2:2 ---- 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby,

C. Be doers of the word and not hearers only – James 1:21-25
1. James 1:21-25 ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive

with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.22 But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a
doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;24 for he observes himself, goes
away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.25 But he who looks into the perfect
law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one
will be blessed in what he does.

D. Pray – Luke 18:1; 1 Thes 5:17
1. Luke 18:1---- Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose

heart,
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 ---- 17 pray without ceasing,

E. Strengthen what you have – Rev 3:2,3; 2 Pet. 1:5-11; Jude 1:20
1. Revelation 3:2-3 ---- 2 “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to

die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.3 “Remember therefore how you have
received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you
as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.

2. 2 Peter 1:5-11 ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,
to virtue knowledge,6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness,7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.8 For if these things
are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten
that he was cleansed from his old sins.10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make
your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;11 for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

3. Jude 20 ---- 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit,

F. Serve – Rom. 12:1,2; James 2:15-17
1. Romans 12:1-2 ---- I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 And
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

2. James 2:15-17 ---- 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,16 and one of you
says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which
are needed for the body, what does it profit?17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works,
is dead.
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IV. Conclusion:
A. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are
disqualified. 

B. We Need A Living Faith!
1. Stay Away From Anything That Could Weaken & Kill Our Faith!
2. Be Diligent To Strengthen Your Faith!
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