
NEW
TESTAMENT

STUDY

Acts - 1 Thessalonians
Newton church of Christ 2006



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 1

Beginning and Growth of the Church In Jerusalem

I. The Kingdom Begins In Jerusalem. - Acts 2
 . The kingdom begins with two miracles from the Holy Spirit:

1. Sound from heaven. (Verses 1,2) (see the promise in Jn. 16:7-13; Acts 1:4,8).
2. Apostles miraculously spoke in foreign languages. (Verses 3-11)

 . Peter preached the first gospel sermon. (Verses 14-17, 21-24, 36-41).

II. Early problems for the church - from without and from within.
 . Peter and John are arrested for preaching - Acts 3:1-4:31

1. A miracle was performed upon their entering the temple. (3:1-9).
2. Peter preached in the temple. (3:12-16).
3. Peter and John arrested and were tried. (4:1-5, 8-14).
4. They were let off with a warning. (4:16-21)

 . The first recorded sin and punishment in the church - Acts 4:32-5:11.
1. Christians shared wealth with needy Christians. (4:32-37).
2. A man and his wife lied about their offering. (5:1-11)

 . Further trials and persecution of the church - Acts 5:17-8:4.
1. All apostles put in jail for preaching the gospel. (5:17-29,33,40-42.
2. The church continued to grow in number. (6:7).
3. Stephen is arrested (6:8-15), and killed for preaching Christ. (7:51-60).
4. Persecution began against the church at Jerusalem. (8:1-4).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 2

The Gospel Begins To Go To All Nations

I. The church grew in Jerusalem for about five years, then persecution caused the
disciples to leave. They spread the gospel wherever they went.

 . Philip converted many Samaritans as Jesus had instructed in Acts 1:8; 8:4-13.
 . The gospel was taught by the Jews who were scattered throughout the world. (11:19).
 . Saul, the chief persecutor of the church for several years, was converted and became

known as the apostle Paul. He was made an apostle to the Gentiles. (9:1-25).

II. Cornelius, a Roman army officer, was the first Gentile convert.
 . God taught Peter through several miracles that Gentiles were now to receive salvation

by the gospel. This was about 12 years after the church was established. (Acts 10).
 . The conversion of Cornelius caused some Jews to begin preaching the gospel to

Gentiles. (11:19-21). Note: At Antioch the name "Christian" began to be used. (Acts
11:26).

III. The king afflicted some Christians - Acts 12.
 . He kill the apostle James. (12:1,2).
 . To please the Jews, who hated the Christians, he tried to kill Peter. (12:3-19).
 . God slew Herod, the king. (12:20-23).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 3

Paul's "Missionary Journeys"

I. Paul's First Journey - Acts 13,14.
 . Paul and Barnabas called by Holy Spirit to do a special work. They leave Antioch.

(13:1-3).
 . A Jew named Bar-Jesus (Elymas) tried to stop them. (13:6-12).
 . Many Jews hated the gospel and the apostles, while other faithful Jews and some

Gentiles praised God for the good news (gospel). (13:44-50; 14:1-6,19,20).
 . Through the grace of God many congregations were formed and strengthened by Paul

and Barnabas. (14:21-27)

II. Trouble arises in the church over Jewish customs and the law of Moses.
 . Paul and Barnabas go to Jerusalem to discuss this issue with brethren there. (Acts 15:1-

21).
 . The elders and apostles, after receiving word from the Holy Spirit, wrote a general

epistle rebuking the false teachers;, and upholding Paul and Barnabas. (15:22-29).
NOTE: Many religious people today would also have us be obedient to Moses' law rather
than Christ's law.

III. Paul's Second Journey.
 . Goes into Macedonia and Greece. He started churches in Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica

and Corinth.
 . Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned, but converted their jailor. (Acts 16:16-34).
 . Most of Paul's time was spent in the city of Corinth, being there 1½ years. (18:1-17)

IV. Paul's Third Journey.
 . Paul spent most of his time in Asia preaching in Ephesus.
 . Some of the Jews in Ephesus rejected the gospel. (Acts 19:8-10).
 . Some fake miracle-healers attempted to duplicate Paul's miracles, with disastrous

results. (Acts 19:11-20).
 . The Silversmith and Craftsmen sought Paul' punishment because his teaching had

affected their profits in making idol statues. (Acts 19:23-41).

V. The Jews captured and imprisoned Paul.
 . Paul was warned that he would be captured in Jerusalem. (Acts 21:10-14).
 . A Jewish mob attempted to kill Paul in the temple. (Acts 21:26-36).
 . Paul was tried before the Jewish Council. (Acts 23:1-12).
 . Forty Jews planned to murder Paul. (23:12-24).

VI. Paul imprisoned for about five years, to end of the book of Acts.
 . Paul tried before Felix, the Roman governor, remains in imprisoned by him for two

years. (24:1-17).
 . Paul later tried before the new governor, Festus (25:6-12), in which he appealed to

Caesar, hoping for justice.
 . Paul waited two years in Rome for his trial before Caesar. (28:16-30). NOTE: The

book ends at this point, scholars differ as to whether Paul remained there until he died
or was found innocent and released. The Bible is silent on the question.



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 4

Romans
Part 1

I. Introduction to the book of Romans.
 . Written by the apostle Paul during the winter of 57-58 A.D. from Corinth, just

before returning from his third missionary journey.
 . The theme of the letter is found in 1:16.

1. The person of the gospel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christ
2. The power of the gospel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . of God
3. The purpose of the gospel. . . . . . . . . . . Unto Salvation
4. The people of the gospel.. . . . . Every on that Believeth.
5. Therefore the visible results of the gospel (1:17) "the just shall live by faith".

II. All are condemned because of sin.
 . God's wrath is revealed from heaven against the Gentiles because they rejected

the knowledge of him. (1:23).
 . Therefore God gave them over to vile lives because they exchanged the truth of

God for a lie. (1:24,25, 28-32).
 . The Jews were also disobedient. (2:5,9-10).
 . God is not partial. (2:11).

III. Gentile judged by the law that they had, Jews by the law of Moses.
 . The Gentile were guilty of breaking the law they had. (2:12-16).
 . Jews were guilty of breaking the law that they had. (2:17,18,23-25).
 . What advantage was there in being a Jew if the law was done away? (3:1,2).
 . All men have come under bondage to sin because each broke the law they had.

(3:9-12).

IV. The law of Moses has been replaced by the law of Christ.
 . The righteousness of God (God's way of making man righteous) has been made

known in the gospel, separate and apart from the law of Moses. (3:21-31).
 . The works of the law do not justify salvation, it cannot be earned. (4:1-5).
 . The promise of salvation came through the promise made to Abraham, not

through the law of Moses. (4:13-16).

V. Christ gave us God's gift of salvation.
 . We are justified by faith and have peace with Good through Christ's death. (5:1-

11).
Note: Faith involves all that one does in obedience to God. (1:5; 16:26; cf. James 2;
Heb. 11).

 . Salvation is a gift from God. (5:12, 15-19).
The gift must be accepted upon the conditions set forth. The effect of Christ's act of
obedience comes upon all when they are joined to Him. (6:3).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 5

Romans
Part 2

I. Christians die to sin.
 . Our old sins and way of life die (are separated from us) in baptism. (6:2-11).
 . You are servants of what you obey. (6:16-23).
 . Sons of God are in debt to God to live after the teachings of the Spirit. (8:12-14).
 . The Spirit is to help us in our weakness. (8:26-28, 31-39).

II. God offers salvation to all people
 . God made us who we are. We make ourselves what we are by obedience or

disobedience. (9:20-26).
 . Jews continued to seek righteousness by work of their own law, and stumbled over

Christ. (9:30-33 and 10:4).
 . There is only one thing that leads men to salvation, words. All are saved by words that

cause belief. (10:8-14, 17-18).

III. We are to be a living sacrifice to God.
 . All need God's mercy. (11:32-36).
 . It is therefore our duty to present our bodies to God for use in his work. (12:1-21).

IV. Instructions in our service to God.
 . The purpose of civil government and a Christian's duty toward it. (13:1-7).
 . We are to love all men. (13:1-7).
 . Do not become "a stumbling block" to your brother. (14:1, 13-21; 15:1-3).

V. Further instructions in our service.
 . Christians are to be of one accord, mind and voice, with each other according to

Christ's teachings. (15:4-6).
 . We are to be filled with goodness and knowledge. (15:14).
 . Paul sends greetings to those in Rome. (16:16).
 . Christians are to turn away from those who act contrary to the gospel. (16:17-19).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 6

First Corinthians
Part 1

I. Introduction to the first Corinthians letter.
 . Written by Paul while at Ephesus about 58 A.D. This letter was in response to

information given him by the household of Chloe, vs. 1:11, and a letter from the
Corinthian church. (7:1).

 . Paul had started the church at Corinth on his second missionary tour, and spent a year
and a half preaching there.

 . The Corinthian church was troubled with divisions and sins caused by the worldly
thoughts and lives of its members. (3:1-3).

 . Paul commanded that the divisions among them cease. (1:10-13).
 . The preaching of the gospel is foolishness to them that perish. (1:18-25).

II. Paul defended his apostleship.
 . He preached only the gospel, not man's wisdom and knowledge. (2:1-8).
 . This he did by inspiration. (2:9-16).
 . The Corinthians erred in being followers of preachers. (3:1-9; 4:1).

III. Paul instructed the church in disciplining the wicked members among themselves.
 . He admonished them as his beloved children to repent of their sins before his returned

in the near future. (4:14-21).
 . They were to discipline the fornicator among them. (5:1-5, 9-13).
 . They were to provide their own judges to settle disputes among themselves, and were

prohibited from using the courts of the land against each other. (6:1-3).

IV. Instructions on marriage during the "present distress" (KJV) or "present crisis"
(NIV) (see 7:26).

 . It was better for the unmarried to remain so during this crisis. (7:1, 26-40).
 . If, however, they choose to marry they did not sin and they must honor God's laws on

marriage.
1. Husband and wife owe each other the duties of marriage. (7:1-5).
2. Once married, they were to remain so, even those married to unbelievers - should

they be forced to separate they must either remain unmarried or be reconciled to
each other. (7:10-13, 15-16).

NOTE: Paul is not dealing with the fornication exception of Matthew 19:9.
3. Widowed Christians would be happier to remain unmarried during the present

crisis, but if  they choose marry they must do so "only in the Lord". (7:39-40)



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 7

First Corinthians
Part 2

I. Conduct when lawful rights (not obligations) may be inexpedient.
 . NOTE: A lawful obligation is always expedient (profitable), but a lawful liberty may or

may not be expedient, depending on the circumstances.
 . When our lawful liberty becomes a stumbling block to others. (8:7-13).
 . Preachers may receive their living from the gospel, although for the church's sake at

Corinth, Paul did not exercise his liberty in their case by taking wages of them. (9:11-
18).

 . Paul said all things (things in the context) are lawful to him, but all things are not
expedient (they do not edify). (10:23-29, 31-33).

NOTE: For anything to be expedient it must first be lawful.

II. Spiritual gifts.
 . The various spiritual gifts given to the church. (12:1-11).
 . They needed to correct their attitude toward the gifts. (12:12-25).
 . Members in the church had different gifts and functions. (12:27-31).

III. Proper use of spiritual gifts.
 . There are greater things in the church than spiritual gifts, such as love. (13:1-7).
 . Love is greater in that it remained after the gifts were done away, when the complete

revelation for all arrived. (It came in oral as well as written form). (13:8-9, 13).
 . The purpose of certain gifts:

1. Prophecy. (14:1-5).
2. Tongues. (14:8-11, 22-24, 27-28).

IV. Final Victory.
 . The church admonished to stand fast. (15:1-9).
 . Christ has been raised from the dead and assures our resurrection. (15:10-28).
 . We will have a new body after the resurrection. (15:49-55).
 . They were ordered to lay by in store upon the first day of the week. (16:1-2).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 8

Second Corinthians

I. Introduction to the second Corinthian letter.
 . Written a few months after the first, from Macedonia, by Paul. He was anxious to find

out how they received his first letter. Titus was bringing the message. He found Titus
in Macedonia and received good news of their acceptance of his first letter. (2:12-14).

 . Paul was delaying his return to Corinth to give them time to repent and correct their
sins, to spare themselves of his correction when he arrived. (1:15-24).

 . He explained why he wrote such a hard letter that caused them sorrow the first time.
(2:1-5; 7:4-16).

II. The law written on tables of stone.
The law of Christ excels the law of Moses. (chapter 3)

III. General admonitions.
 . The apostles were the carriers of the gospel (treasure in earthen vessel) (4:1-10).
 . After death, what? (5:1-10).
 . Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers. (6:14-18).

IV. The collection of money for needy saints in Jerusalem.
 . The Corinthians were encouraged to complete the collection begun a year ago. (8:1-

15).
 . The spiritual principles of giving discussed. (8:24-9:15).

V. Paul's defense of his actions.
 . Paul's reason for writing such weighty letters. (10:8-18).
 . His concern for them as a father. (11:1-6).
 . His reasons for not accepting wages from them while he preached there. (11:7-12).

VI. Deceitful workers in the church who rejected Paul.
 . Paul's description and warning about false apostles and ministers influencing the

Corinthian church. (11:12-15).
 . Paul gives his record of service for comparison with the false teachers at Corinth.

(11:16-33).

VII. Warning to the unrepentant to repent before Paul returns.
 . Those who sinned are warned to repent before he returns. (13:2,10).
 . Repeat of main theme of Corinthians letters. (13:11)



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 9

The Galatian Letter

I. Introduction to Galatians.
 . Galatians was written by Paul to warn against returning to Judaism.
 . The book is divided into three sections:

1. Personal section: Paul defends the creditability of his message. (Chap. 1, 2).
2. Doctrinal section: Salvation by faith, versus the Law of Moses. (Chap. 3,4).
3. Application section: Faith applied to daily living. (Chap. 5,6).

 . Paul defends his apostleship. (Chap. 1,2).
1. Galatians rebuked for turning away from the gospel. (1:6-10).
2. Paul accepted in Jerusalem. (2:1-3, 7-10).
3. Paul rebukes Peter. (2:11-14).

II. The law of Moses contrasted with faith in Christ. (Chap. 3)
 . We are saved by faith in Christ, not works of the law of Moses. (3:1-14).
 . Why the law of Moses was given, and for how long. (3:15-19).
 . Christ became the end, or fulfillment, of the law. (3:23-26).
 . How we become Christians. (3:27-29).

III. Christians are God's only faithful children. (Chap. 4).
 . Christians are God's true children. (4:1-7, 28-31).
 . Christians are to give up former bondage to the law of Moses. (4:8-11).

IV. Christians have freedom from the law of Moses and sin. (Chap. 5).
 . If we seek salvation other than through Christ, we fall from God. (5:1-6).
 . Description of sinful feelings and actions - the works of the flesh. (5:19-21).
 . Description of the good, spiritual fruit - the fruit of the Spirit. (5:22-25).

V. Instruction for everyday living. (Chap. 6).
 . We are to help one another. (6:1-6,10).
 . We will have to answer to God for the way we live. (6:7-9).
 . We are to give our lives completely to God. (6:14-16). (See also 2:20 in connection

with this.)



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 10

The Ephesian Letter

I. Introduction to Ephesians.
 . The letter to Ephesus was written while Paul was a prisoner at Rome (62 AD).
Paul worked with this church three years during his third missionary journey. (1:1-2; Acts
20:28-33).

 . This letter is an essay on the and points out Christ's relationship to it. It's theme is the
church in God's plan.

 . Chapter 1 explains the origin and purpose of the church:
1. Realm for all spiritual blessings. (v. 3).
2. Predetermination of the type individual given entrance. (v. 4).
3. Predetermined spiritual blessings given to those in it. (vs. 5-10).
4. All this purposed and done through Christ. Predetermined purpose was to provide

God an heritage (the saints) for his glory. (vs. 11-14).
5. Paul gives thanks for these blessings given through the church and Christ who is

placed as the church's head. (vs. 15-23).

II. By grace we are saved through faith.
 . We were dead but God showed mercy. (2:1-10).
 . All now have access unto God through Christ and are become one household (church)

of God. (2:11-22).
 . This is why and what Paul preached. (3:1-7).

III. The church in God's plan.
 . The church displays God's wisdom. (3:8-12).
 . Be strengthened and know the life of God. (3:13-20).
 . Keep the unity of the Spirit. (4:1-6).
 . God gave gifts to the church for the perfection (maturing, completing) of the saints.

(4:7-24).

IV. Duties of those in the church.
 . Put away evil from our lives. (4:25-5:12).
 . Be careful how you live. (5:13-20).
 . Submit one to another. (5:21).
 . The law concerning wife-husband relationship. (5:22-33).
 . the law concerning parent-child relationship. (6:1-4).
 . the law concerning servant-master (employee-employer) relationship. (6:5-9).
 . The duties as soldiers for God. (6:10-17).
 . Prayer. (6:18-20).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 11

The Philippian Letter

I. Introduction to Philippians.
 . Written by Paul while a prisoner at Rome (62 A.D.). He had begun the church at

Philippi about 50-51 AD on his second missionary journey. (Acts 16:11-40).
 . Philippians is an epistle of joy (the word occurring 16 times). Paul is thankful for this

church which supported and encouraged him continually.
 . Joy in living as a Christian - the theme. (1:3-18).

II. Encouragement in face of severe persecution. (1:19-30).
 . Paul's thoughts as he faces the possibility of death. (1:19-26).
 . Be worthy of the gospel and not afraid of adversaries. (1:27-30).

III. Joy in service (Chap. 2).
 . Do nothing as faction, but all with mind of Christ. (2:1-11).
 . Do all things without questionings and complaining. (2:12-26).
 . Commendation of two Christians, Timothy and Epaphroditus (a member of the church

at Philippi). (2:19-30).

IV. Salvation is worth the loss of all earthly possessions and honor. (Chap. 3)
 . All things are counted as loss for gain of Christ. (3:1-11).
 . We press on to the prize of our calling. (3:12-16).
 . Beware of false teachers. (3:17-21).

V. Rejoice as Christians. (Chap. 4)
 . Rejoice in the Lord. (4:1-7).
 . Be faithful and have God's peace. (4:8-9).
 . Paul's thanks for their help in his preaching. (4:10-20).
 . Salutation. (4:21-23).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 12

The Colossian Letter

I. Introduction to Colossians.
 . One of four letters written while imprisoned at Rome, about 62 A.D. (1:1,2).
 . Although the material in this letter is very similar to Ephesians, this epistle emphasizes

Christ in God's plan, where the other letter emphasized the church in God's plan.
 . Prayers for the church at Colossae. (1:3-12; 4:12,13).

II. Christ is the center of our faith.
 . Christ is the creator for whom all things exist. (1:12-23).
 . Paul suffered for the church's sake that men might know the riches of having Christ in

them. (1:24-29).

III. Warning against false teachers.
 . Paul strove to comfort all churches of Christ with the knowledge of Christ. (2:1-7).
 . Take heed lest the philosophy, deceit, and traditions of men capture you. (2:8).
 . The old law has been removed, and now we hold to Christ. (2:9-23).

IV. Our new life in Christ.
 . Seek things spiritual. (3:1-4).
 . We are new men in Christ. (3:5-11).
 . Put on perfectness, doing all things only with Christ's authorization. (3:12-17).

V. Admonitions on living.
 . The proper conduct in relationships between person. (3:12-4:1).
 . Final exhortation. (4:2-6).
 . Salutation. (4:7-18).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 13

First Thessalonians

I. Introduction to First Thessalonians.
 . This is first letter we have written by the apostle Paul (About 53 A.D.). It written from

Corinth back to Thessalonica about a year after Paul, Silvanas and Timothy started the
church there. (1:1).

 . The two basic points of the letter are: encouragement to withstand their present
persecution (2:14-16) and the resurrection (4:13-18).

 . Paul's prayer and praise of the church at Thessalonica. (1:2-10).

II. The gospel preached and persecuted at Thessalonica.
 . Paul's ministry at Thessalonica. (2:1-13).
 . Paul is thankful for their endurance under persecution. (2:13-20).
 . Timothy was sent to strengthen and encourage them. (3:1-6).

III. Teachings on the resurrection at Christ's second coming.
 . The resurrection. (4:13-18).
 . When is the second coming? (5:1-11).
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 1

Second Thessalonians

I. Introduction to Second Thessalonians.
 . Paul wrote his shortly after the first letter, about 53 A.D. (1:1-2). He deals with the

basic two subjects of the first letter. It appears some taught that Christ was shortly
coming back and some disciples quit work as a result. Therefore the two areas of
discussion in this letter are: When will Christ return for the resurrection; and
instruction concerning walking disorderly, in this case, not working.

 . Many churches and Christians respected Thessalonica's patience in persecution.
(1:3-5).

 . God will repay those doing the persecuting at the coming of Christ. (1:6-12).

II. The second coming was not imminent.
 . Before Jesus returns, the "falling away" within the church must come. (2:1-12).
 . Exhortation to hold fast to teachings of Paul. (2:13-17).

III. Withdraw from disorderly brethren.
 . Exhortations. (3:1-5).
 . Some were walking disorderly by not working, and instead received their food from

others. We are commanded to work to provide our own food. (3:6-15).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 2

First Timothy

I. Introduction to First Timothy.
 . This epistle was most likely written to Timothy after Paul's release from

imprisonment; about 64 or 65 A.D.
 . This letter was written to Timothy while he was preaching at Ephesus. It contains

instruction for the work of evangelists, elders, and all who work in the church.
(1:1,2; 3:14-15).

 . Timothy to warn against misuse of the Law.
1. False teachers misuse the Law of Moses. (1:3-7).
2. Purpose of law. (1:8-11).
3. Paul is an example of Christ's power to save. (1:12-17).
4. Timothy instructed to be faithful. (1:18-20).

II. Behavior in the house of God.
 . The subject of prayer. (2:1-8).
 . The place and dress of women. (2:9-15).
 . The qualifications for bishops (elders) and deacons. (3:1-13).

III. Remind the brethren of these things.
 . Some shall depart from the faith. (4:1-5).
 . Instructions for the work and teaching of a preacher. (4:6-16).

IV. Instructions concerning care of widows.
 . Instructions on the care of widows. Note the qualifications Paul gives widows if the

church is to support them. (5:3-16).
 . Further instructions to the preacher, Timothy. (5:17-22).

V. General instructions to teach the church.
 . Servants. (6:1-2).
 . Warning against false teachers. The seek riches. (6:3-10).
 . Be faithful. (6:11-21).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 3

Second Timothy

I. Introduction to Second Timothy.
 . Written by Paul during his last imprisonment shortly before his death. His last letter

that we have. (A.D. 66-67).
 . Timothy was still in Ephesus preaching. Paul writes in this letter the various duties

of a preacher, especially of opposing the dangerous heresies within the church. (1:1-
2).

 . Timothy encouraged to guard the gospel entrusted to him. (1:3-18).

II. Teach and instruct others to teach.
 . A preacher's work is to instruct others that they might also teach. (2:1-2).
 . Fight as a faithful soldier would. (2:3-13).

III. Instructions in how to teach. (2:14-26).

IV. Warning against false teachers.
 . False teachers will be in the church. These are evil self-seeking men. (3:1-13).
 . You abide in the scriptures which make a man completely equipped for every good

work. (3:14-17).

V. Instructions in the work of an evangelist.
 . Continually preach the word. (4:1-5).
 . Paul fought the good fight and remained faithful to the end. (4:6-8)



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 4

Titus and Philemon

I. Introduction to Titus.
 . Paul wrote to Titus, a Gentile preacher, who had traveled with him, and whom he

had left on Crete to strengthen the church there. (1:1-4).
 . The appointing of elders in every city. (Tit. 1:5-9).

II. False teachers and deceivers must be reproved. 1:10-16.

III. Teach duties of Christians to church.
 . Proper conduct of men and women. (2:1-6).
 . As a preacher, he should be an example. (2:7-8).
 . The authority to exhort and reprove. (2:9-15).

IV. Teach proper attitudes.
 . Meekness toward rulers. (3:1-2).
 . The reason for our meek attitude. (3:3-7).
 . Instruction concerning factious men. (3:9-11).
 . Good works maintained. (3:8,14).

V. The epistle of Paul to Philemon.
 . Written to Philemon, whom Paul had converted. (vs. 1-7).
 . Paul had converted Onesimus, Philemon's slave who had run away to Rome, and

was sending him back with this personal letter to Philemon. (vs. 8-14).
 . Paul destroys the institution of slavery by changing the heart of the slave-holder,

rather than by force. Notice carefully how Philemon was to accept Onesimus. (vs.
15-21).

 . Paul hoped to return. (v. 22).



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 5

Hebrews
Part 1

I. The superiority of Christ.
 . Principle theme of the book: Encourage Christians who are Jews to remain faithful.

This is done by showing the superiority of Christ's new covenant over the old
covenant given through Moses.

 . God has spoken to us through Christ. (1:1-3).
 . Christ is greater than prophets, angels, or men. (1:4-14).

II. The humanity of Jesus.
 . Encouragement to remain faithful to what we have heard. (2:1-4).
 . Definition of man. (2:5-8).
 . Jesus became man to provide salvation by being the sacrifice for our sins. (2:6-18).
 . Jesus is sympathetic toward us in our temptations. (2:18).

III. Christ is greater than Moses.
 . Christ is greater than Moses in the house of God. (3:1-6).
 . Warnings against unbelief as seen in Israel of old. (3:7-19).

IV. Greatness of the rest awaiting us.
 . Only for the faithful. (4:1-2).
 . Many of the Hebrews did not receive this rest. Note: this rest is not the old sabbath

day nor the land of Canaan. (4:3-7).
 . The rest awaiting is heaven. (4:9-11).
 . God judges by His word, let us remain faithful. (4:12-16).

V. Warnings against indifference to God's word.
 . Their dullness of hearing. (5:11-14).
 . Press on in knowledge and study. (6:1-3).
 . If we do not study, we can lose faith and interest in repentance that would cause us

to fall away forever. (6:4-6).
 . God will keep His promises.

1. He kept his promise to Abraham. (6:13-18).
2. He will keep his promises to us, which gives us hope. (6:19-20).
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Hebrews
Part 2

I. The greatness of Christ's priesthood.
 . Because Christ was human, he understand and can help in our temptation. (4:4-16).
 . Contrasted with the old testament priests. (5:1-10 - especially note vs. 8-9).
 . Melchizedek's priesthood was greater than the Levitical. (7:1-10).
 . No perfection under the Levitical priesthood, therefore a change of priesthood

necessitates a change of law. (7:11-13,18,19).
 . He continues by the power of an endless life to save us and give us endless life.

(7:16,23-28; 8:1-2).

II. The greatness of the New Covenant.
 . The new one to be better. (8:6-9).
 . The new one described in Jeremiah 31:31-34. (8:8-12).

1. Laws written in the mind, heart. (v. 10).
2. Sins fully forgiven. (v. 12).

 . The old covenant was disappearing, to be replaced by the new covenant. (8:13).

III. The tabernacle and it services compared.
 . The first tabernacle is a figure for the true tabernacle of the present time, and lasted

until Jesus' time. (9:1-11).
 . Animal sacrifice could not take says sins, but Christ in the true tabernacle does with

his own blood. (9:13-17, 23-28).
 . Christ's sacrifice superior to sacrifices under Levitical priesthood. (10:1-4, 9-14).

IV. Obligations of Christians.
 . An acting faith is necessary. (11:1-6; 12:1-2).
 . Sometimes God chastens us to help strengthen our faith. (12:5-11).
 . The greatness of the kingdom, the church. (12:28,29).
 . Do not love money, but trust and have faith in the Lord. (13:5-6).
 . Responsibilities of elders and members. (13:7,17).
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James
Part 1

I. Introduction to James.
 . The book of James sometimes called "The Gospel of Common Sense."
 . It was most probably written by James, the Lord's brother. It is written primarily to

encourage patience in temptation and trials.

II. The Christian under trial and temptation.
 . The design of trial (temptation) is to make mature Christian character (1:1-4). In this

we need to pray for wisdom (1:5-8).
 . Our faith must be stable and not coupled to our status in life. (1:9-12).
 . The evolution of sin. (1:13-16).
 . God is the source of all good. (1:17,18). To be blessed by it we must hear and do it.

(1:19-27).

III. The Christian's attitude toward others, and good works.
 . It is sinful to show respect of person. (2:1-11).
 . To obtain forgiveness, forgive. To obtain mercy, be merciful. (2:12,13).
 . Works must accompany faith, or one's faith is useless. (2:14-26).
 . Read again Hebrews chapter 11 and show how each example of faith mentioned in

this great chapter illustrates the principle that faith must work or produce actions, as
taught here in James 2, in order to be blessed.
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James
Part 2

I. The use of our tongue and wisdom, toward others.
 . Control our tongues, for they can do great evil. (3:1-12).
 . There is a heavenly wisdom that exhibits itself in a life filled with good works

toward others. (3:13-18).

II. Much of what befalls us is our own fault in sinful living.
 . Conflicts among Christians arise because of improper desires and the seeking of

friendship with the world. (4:1-10).
 . Speak not against each other improperly. (4:11-12).
 . God must be taken into our plans because we have no assurance tomorrow will

come. (4:13-17).

III. More general admonitions for daily living.
 . Let the rich take heed. (5:1-6).
 . The faithful are to bear their sufferings patiently, assured that the say of the Lord is

coming. (5:7-11).
 . Avoid swearing. (5:12).
 . Actions to take under various conditions.

1. Suffering. (5:13)
2. Cheerful. (5:13).
3. Sick. (5:14-20)



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 9

First Peter

I. Introduction and Chapter 1.
 . First Peter was written by Peter during the time of Nero's persecution of Christians

about the year 65-66 A.D. This is a general letter to all Christians exhorting them to
remain faithful during fiery trials and persecution.

 . Faith is proved through fiery trials and leads to salvation. (1:1-12).
 . Leave your old manner of life and be "children of obedience." (1:13-25).

II. Chapter 2.
 . Put away all sin, for you are the elect of God, and a holy priesthood. (2:1-12).
 . Be subject to the laws of man and to the rulers. (2:13-17).
 . Servants be subject to your masters, using Christ as your example. (2:18-25).

III. Chapter 3.
 . The proper conduct of a wife and a husband. (3:1-7).
 . A Christian is compassionate. (3:8-12).
 . If you suffer, let it be as a Christian for well-doing. (3:13-22).

IV. Chapter 4.
 . Christ is our example of suffering. (4:1-6).
 . Continue in prayer and love, without murmuring. (4:7-11).
 . Persecution is not a "strange thing", therefore suffer without violating God's laws.

(4:12-19).

V. Chapter 5.
 . Instructions to the elders. (5:1-4).
 . Be humble and watchful. (5:5-13).
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2 Peter and Jude

I. Second Peter, Introduction and Chapter 1.
 . Peter's second epistle was written to the same persons who received the first,

probably about 67 A.D. (2 Pet. 1:1-2).
 . The seven characteristics (graces) a Christian must grow in. (1:3-11).
 . Peter was always ready to remind the saints of the truth concerning the kingdom.

(1:12-21).

II. Second Peter, Chapter 2.
 . Many false prophets have arisen. (2:1-3).
 . A graphic description of false teachers and the surety of their destruction. (2:4-22).

III. Second Peter, Chapter 3.
 . Many will say Christ is not coming back, but God keeps his promises. (3:1-13).
 . Give diligence to remain faithful. (3:14-18).

IV. Jude.
 . Introduction: Jude appears to be the brother to James and our Lord. He wrote to

exhort Christians to contend earnestly for the faith. (1-4).
 . Remember that God destroys those of his people that believe not. (5-11).
 . A description of unbelieving Christians. (12-16).
 . Guard yourselves. (17-25).
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General Epistles Of John

I. First John - Light, Love and Deception.
 . Introduction: Written by the apostle John about the year 90 A.D. The purpose is

that we might "know" that we have eternal life. (1:1-4).
 . God is light; we must walk in light (righteousness) not darkness (sin).
 . We know that we know God, if we keep his commandments. (2:1-6).
 . Love the brethren, not the world. (2:7-17).
 . Warning against false teachers. (2:18-26).

II. First John - Being like God.
 . Righteousness comes from God. (2:27-29).
 . The hope of God causes us to purify ourselves as he is pure. (3:1-12).
 . We know we have eternal life, because we love the brethren (following God's

example). (3:13-24).
 . Don't be deceived. (3:24; 4:1-7).
 . God is love. (4:7-18).

III. First John - Evidence of and for faith.
 . Whosoever believes loves him that is begotten. (4:19-21; 5:1-5).
 . Witness for faith. (5:6-13).
 . Results of confidence. (5:14-21).

IV. Second John.
 . Introduction: A private correspondence of John to an unknown Christian woman.
 . It's theme is "love" and "truth". These are inseparable. (1-6).
 . Warning against deceivers. (7-11).
 . Conclusion. (12-13).

V. Third John.
 . This is a personal letter by John to a faithful Christian, Gaius. (v. 1)
 . Praise for good works. (2-8).
 . Accusation against a prideful Christians and troublemaker. (9-12).
 . Conclusion. (13-14).
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Revelation
Part 1

I. Introduction and message to the seven churches. (Chapters 1-3).
 . Revelation to John from Christ. (1:1).
 . Key - things to be "signified" by angel. (1:1).
 . Must shortly come to pass. (1:1).
 . Seven churches. (chapters 2-3).

II. Throne on high. (Chapters 4-5)
Presentation of book with seven seals.

 . Throne of God. (4:1-3).
 . Twenty four elders and four beasts. (4:4-8).
 . Thanks and worship to God. (4:9-11).
 . Book and seven seals - Only Christ worthy to open. (5:1-6).
 . Song of redemption and praise. (5:7-14).

III. Opening of six seals. (Chapter 6)
 . White horse - Christ - 1st seal. (6:1-2).
 . Red horse - Strife and persecution - 2nd seal. (6:3,4).
 . Black horse - Economic hardship - 3rd seal. (6:5,6).
 . Pale horse - Pestilence and death - 4th seal. (6:7,8).
 . Martyrs for Word - Crying, how long - 5th seal. (6:9-11).
 . Great earthquake - wicked laying up wrath against day of wrath - 6th seal. (6:12-

17).

IV. Christ's answer to the martyr's cry. (Chapter 7).
 . Four winds are held back and the saints are sealed. (7:1-8).
 . A great multitude comes out of tribulation and praise God. (7:9-17).

V. Seventh Seal - Seven trumpets. (Chapters 8-11).
 . Prayer of saints answered. (8:1-6).
 . 1st Trumpet - Warning to repent. (8:7).
 . 2nd Trumpet - Again, partial judgment comes. (8:8,9).
 . 3rd Trumpet - Partial judgment in which some die. (8:10,11).
 . 4th Trumpet - Disturbances in nature contributed to fall the persecuting power.

(8:12)
 . 5th Trumpet - First woe, internal decay of the persecuting power. (8:13-9:12)
 . 6th Trumpet - An outside invasion against the persecuting power. (9:13-21)
 . Interlude in which an angel says there will be no more delay, the temple is measured,

and the two witnesses are slain then raised. (10:1-11:13).
 . 7th Trumpet - Complete defeat of the power which persecuted the saints. (11:14-

19).
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Revelation
Part 2

I. Powers of evil in conflict with God. (Chapters 12-13)
 . The Dragon, the woman and the war in heaven.

1. The woman and the dragon. (12:1-6, 14-17).
2. The war in heaven. (12:7-13).

 . Satan's (Dragon) human instruments.
1. The sea beast - Believed to represent imperial Rome. (13:1-10).
2. The earth beast - Believed to be the false religious power of Rome (emperor

worship). (13:11-18).

II. The Lamb, His helpers and God's judgment. (Chapter 14)
 . The Lamb and 144,000 of His followers. (14:1-5).
 . Three angels proclaim a message of judgment, the fall of "Babylon", and doom on

those who worship the beast. (14:6-12).
 . One like the Son of man and an angel cast in sickles to reap the earth. (14:13-20).

III. Seven angels pour out seven bowls of wrath. (Chapters 15-16).
 . In heaven is seen victorious saints and seven angels each being given a bowl of

wrath. (chapter 15).
 . The bowls of wrath are poured out, symbolizing God's judgments on His enemies

when all hope is gone. (Chapter 16).

IV. The fall of Babylon. (Chapters 17-18)
 . John shown harlot sitting upon a scarlet colored beast. (17:1-17).
 . The angel explains what John has seen. (17:8-18).
 . Others nations have been corrupted by Babylon. (18:1-3).
 . Kings and merchants mourn of her fall. (18:4-19).
 . Host of heaven rejoices. (18:20).
 . Babylon to fall, never to be the city she once was. (18:21-24).
 . Note: Those who believe Revelation was written before A.D. 70 generally interpret

Babylon as Jerusalem, the seat of Jewish persecution against the church. Those who
believe it was written after the fall of Jerusalem generally interpret Babylon as
Rome, as the seat the Roman persecution against the church.

V. The victory of Christ.
 . Rejoicing in heaven. (19:1-10).
 . The victorious rider of the white horse and the outcome of the battle. (19:11-21).
 . Satan is bound and the martyrs are victorious. (20:1-10).
 . The final judgment: the wicked cast into the lake of fire: the saints enter into heaven.

(20:11-21:27).
 . The final destiny of the saints with assurance and warning. (chapter 22)


