
THE WORK OF THE 

N.T. CHURCH 

When we speak of the work of the church, 
what we are speaking of is the work of 

the Local congregation. 

The local church is organized in such a 
way that it functions as a unit 

 

It should be remembered that the 
church is a Divine institution and as 
such it must have a Divine Mission. 

Lesson # 2 
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The term "church" comes from the 

Greek word EKKLESIA. 
 "Ek" - meaning "out of" 

◦ "Klesis" - meaning "a call"; from "Kaleo” - to 
call" 

◦ Thus the term "EKKLESIA" means the called out. 

 The term church (Ekklesia) is used in two senses in 
the New Testament: 

◦ The first sense in which it is used is that of the 
Universal Church. 

 Christ stated He would build His church - Matt. 
16:18. 

 Heb. 12:22-23. 

 Bapt. Believers added to the church 
by God - Acts 2:47. 

 One enters the Kingdom/church by water 
and Spirit - John 3:5. 
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The term "church" comes from the 

Greek word EKKLESIA. 

◦ In the second sense the term "church" 
(Ekklesia) is used in the Local sense. 

 I Cor. 1:2  - The church at Corinth. 

 I Thess. 1:1 - The church at 
Thessalonica. 

 Rev. 1:10-11 cf. 2-3 - the seven 
churches of Asia. 

 Phil. 1:1 - church at Philipi 

 Rom. 16:16 - Refers to the local 
congregations. 
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EVERY CONGREGATION HAS 

A DIVINE WORK…. 

SAINTS 

ELDERS 

DEACONS 

SAINTS 
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EDIFICATION 

BENEVOLENCE 

EVANGELISM 
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THE WORK OF THE LOCAL  

CONGREGATION/CHURCH 
 Firstly one must note that there is a world of 

difference between the work of the local 
congregation and the individual members of 
such a group. 

 Many a false teaching has been based upon the 
idea that whatever the individual can do, so then 
can the church. 

◦ The logical absurdity of this position is seen 
in the act of marriage. 

 Can the church be married? 

 What about divorce? 

 Can the church be divorced? 

◦ What about fornication and adultery, 
physically speaking? 

 Can the church physically commit 
fornication or adultery? 5 



THE WORK OF THE LOCAL 

CONGREGATION/CHURCH 
 The very argument that this is stretching 

the idea, is entirely correct. 
◦ When we stretch the Will of God to 

incorporate un-Authorized practices we 
stand condemned before His sight. - II John 
9. 

 The very difference between the individual 
and the church can be seen in Acts 6:1-4. 

◦ Note another difference between the 
individual and the church is seen in the 
way that the individual and the church 
raise their funds - cf. Eph. 4:28; I Cor. 16:2. 
 There is also a distinct difference in the 

scriptures as to the funds of the individual 
and the church - cf. Acts 3:6; 4:4; 5:1ff. 
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All Commands To The Church? 
 Galatians 1:2 – Addressed to the Church 

But: 

◦ Galatians 6:12 - “As many as desire to make a fair 
shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; 
only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of 
Christ.” 

 Ephesians 1:1 – Addressed To The Church 
But: 

◦ Ephesians 4:28 - “Let him that stole steal no more: 
but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth.” 

 1 Thessalonians 1:1 – Addressed To The 
Church But: 

◦ 1 Thessalonians 4:11 - “And that ye study to be 
quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your 
own hands, as we commanded you;” 
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WHAT ITS WORK IS NOT! 
 The work of the church is NOT 

ECONOMICAL - i.e. We are not interested in 
getting into Business per say. 

◦ cf. I Cor. 16:1-2 - Funds raised by free will 
offerings. 

◦ cf. II Cor. 8-9 - cf. vrs 6-7 - The offering 
from cheerful members of the local 
congregation. 

 The work of the church is NOT IN 
EDUCATION - i.e. We are not in the business 
of giving people a secular education. 

 It is not the churches responsibility to 
provide day-care and kinder-garden 
while parents leave the home for 
secular employment. 8 



WHAT ITS WORK IS NOT! 
 The work of the church is NOT POLITICAL - i.e. 

The church does not excite up political rallies 
and put pressure on the various governments 
to change and conform. 
◦ Note this lesson taught - John 18:36. 
◦ This does not mean that the church should 

not stand against the moral impurities that 
face our society today. i.e. Abortion, 
Homosexuality ect. 

 The work of the church is NOT SOCIAL - i.e. 
The church does not try to supply all the needs 
of the needy of this world, feed all the hungry 
bellies of this world, or try to meet all the 
entertainment needs of this world. 
◦ cf. Rom. 14:17 - "Kingdom not food and 

drink -“ 
◦ cf. I Cor. 11:22,34 - The situation 

surrounding the Lord's Table. 
◦ “DO YOU NOT HAVE HOUSES ….” vrs 22 ; 34 
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WHAT THE CHURCH CAN DO AND 

MUST DO. 
 The primary work of the church is to evangelize 

and "seek and save the Lost." 

◦ The work of the church in fact is a further 
extension of the mission of Christ - cf. Matt. 
1:21; 18:11; Lk 9:56; 19:10. 

 One can just look at the scriptures to realize the 
importance of this work. 

◦ First it can be seen in the universal need of 
salvation. 

 Rom. 3:9-10 - all under sin. 

 Rom. 3:23 - all have sinned. 

 Gal. 3:22 - all things under sin. 

 Eph. 2:1-5 - Dead in trespasses and Sins - 
cf. Rom. 6:23. 

 Eph. 2:12 - having no hope, without God. 10 



EVANGELISM THE WORK OF 

THE N.T. CHURCH 

 Secondly it can be seen in the fact 
that the gospel is God's power to 
save - Rom. 1:16-17. 

◦ I Cor. 15:12-14 -Corinthians saved 
by Gospel. 

◦ Acts 11:14 - word was to save 
Cornelius. 

◦ I Cor. 4:15 - they were begotten by 
the gospel - cf. I Peter 1:23. 

◦ John 15:3 - cleansed by the word. 
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EVANGELISM THE WORK OF 

THE N.T. CHURCH 
◦ Matt. 13:19; Lk. 8:11 - word of 

God the seed. 

◦ II Cor. 4:3-4 - those to whom 
the gospel is veiled perished. 

◦ Eph. 3:6 - partakers of the 
promises of God by the 
gospel. 

◦ II Tim. 1:10 - life and 
immortality brought to light. 

◦ Rom. 16:25-27 - made known 
unto obedience of faith.  12 
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The Local church is God's agency in 

this work of Evangelization  

 Acts 13:1-3 - the church is 
the sending agency cf. Acts 
11:22. 

 Matt. 22:1-14 - the church the 
compelling agency. 

 I Tim. 3:14-15 - the church is 
the pillar and ground of 
truth. 
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The Local church is God's agency in 

this work of Evangelism     

 Eph. 3:10 - wisdom of God 
made known through the 
church. 

 Eph. 3:21 - God to be 
glorified in the church 
throughout all ages. 

 Eph. 4:11-12 - building up the 
body of Christ the mission of 
the church - cf. I Cor. 12:28. 
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Local congregations were the medium through 

which this work was done in the N.T. 

 Churches in Macedonia - II Cor. 11:8-9. 

◦ Church in Philipi - Phil. 4:15-18. 

◦ Church at Antioch - Acts 13:1-3; 
14:27-28. 

◦ Church at Jerusalem - Acts 8:1-5. 

 Let me state for the record that 
though it is the churches duty to 
teach and evangelize, it is also the 
duty and role of every single member 
to be actively involved in personal 
evangelism. 
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The work of the church is Restricted to 

the interest of the Saints: 

 Making Saints - Matt. 28:18-20; I Tim. 

3:15; Phil. 1:5-7; 4:15-17. 

 EDIFYING THE SAINTS 

◦ cf. I Cor. 14:5 

◦ cf. Col. 3:16. 

◦ cf. Eph. 5:19. 

 Done by Instruction - II Tim 4:1-4; II 

Tim. 3:16-17 

 Done by meeting for worship - Heb. 

10:23-25 

 DISCIPLINING SAINTS - I Cor. 5. 
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The Second Work of the church is 

that of Benevolence. 
 It is particularly in this area of work that 

so many false teachings and heresies 
abound. 
◦ The fact that the church should be 

involved in benevolent work cannot 
be denied. 

 Acts 4:35 

 Acts 6:1-6 

 Acts 11:27-29 

 Rom. 15:25-26 

 I Cor. 16:1-3 

 II Cor. 8-9 

 I Tim. 5:16 
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The Second Work of the church 

is that of Benevolence. 

 All these scriptures show that 
the church can and must work in 
this field. 

 The controversy that surrounds 
this work is to whom may the 
funds of the collective treasury 
go. 
◦ Only two options - "To all the 

needy in the world". 
◦ Or to those who are "saints". 

cf. II Cor. 9:13 8:4,9:1;12. 
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In OUR Next STUDY…. 

  WE Will Note The Third Work Of 
The New Testament Church – 
EDIFICATION. 

 WE WILL NOTE THE HOW! 
◦ LOCAL CONGREGATIONS ACHIEVED 

THE WORK GIVEN TO THEM IN THE 
N.T. 

 WE WILL NOTE WHAT IS 
AUTHORIZED and WHAT IS NOT 
AUTHORIZED. 
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