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Greetings Brethren,
It is with great joy that I am able to write this brief report, of the marvelous things that God did thru His

servants in the country of Ghana.   All praise and glory is to Our Father in Heaven, for we are but his humble
servants carrying out His blessed commandments “to go”.   It is with the financial help and constant fervent
prayers on our behalf, by faithful Christians through out this land, that made all these things possible.   It is
with a thankful heart and with much appreciation for your help and your prayers, not only from myself and
the four other gospel preachers, but also from the recipients of God’s Word in Kumasi of your kind gesture
and support for the labor of love done in their community. THANK YOU!

This report will document some of the highlights of the trip, however, the focus will be on the reception
of the things spoken from God’s Word.   Plans for this trip started way back in March 2015 and it seemed as
things started to unfold that it was afar off - however, the preparations and the reality of the trip and the need
for the work became more real as the month of August approached.   With Passports and Visa’s in hand along
with the airline tickets, meant that a few lose strings would have to be tied up and the packing of the bags were
to begin.   I want you all to know at this point we were still significantly short of the financial goals that would
allow this trip to take place, but my confidence in the Lord and His children and the trust in allowing Him to
be in complete control we pressed forwarded with a August 13  2015 departure date.   Brother Donkor,th

brother Wayne Seaton and myself worked on the program of things that were to be achieved during this short
trip.   Lesson ideas and topics became the focus of our planning along with the structure of times to
accommodate as many brethren as possible during this trip.   Plans for bringing our fellow soldiers of the
Cross (Emmanuel Ebong {Manny} and Sunday Ayandare from Nigeria) had been finalized and the five listed
topics sent via email massages and facebook messenger services.   The topics to be covered were: 1)
Understanding Scriptural Authority; 2) The Work and Nature of the Church; 3) Preacher Training; 4)
Understanding How To Study the Bible; and 5) The family as God would have it.   We had no contact with
each other in determining what lessons, material or structure these lessons were to follow - and this in my
understanding was a huge positive as to how the messages were received by the brethren in Ghana.  Though
there were five of us, Wayne Seaton, Ed Lewis Jr, Manny Ebong, Sunday Ayandare and myself we all were
speaking the same things and demanded from the brethren a “book, chapter and verse” for everything we did
in the kingdom of our Lord.   A point that the brethren got after the intense study material delivered.   A month
after our departure brother Donkor let me know that the men always question him if it is scriptural before the
money goes out of the treasury.   The main impact of the reason behind the trip was to show the need for
biblical authority in all that we do and say with regards to the church and especially the funds that are
collected in contribution.   It goes without saying that the power of God’s word on these good honest hearts
has left a huge foot print and it is our prayer that it will never fade away.

As I reflect back on the actual work done ---- each one of us had in somewhat a different role in reaching
out to the hearts and souls of our brethren here in Kumasi.   Brother Wayne Seaton stressed in his lessons the
teaching of the scriptures as been our ONLY source of Authority.   He dealt with some of the main issues that
were plaguing our brethren there, which was the influence of liberalism in the churches.   They did not know
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that this was not a problem as many congregation that we visited and had members come visit with us in
worship here in Kumasi, simply were doing things by copying what other larger congregations had been doing
for years.   They did not understand that in all things we needed to establish authority for it, something brother
Seaton did very well in the lessons he presented each night of the trip.   My role in the preaching was to focus
on the nature of the church and the work that the church is to engage in.   My focus was on the main fact that
it is “Jesus” who built HIS church - Matthew 16:18 - and if we were going to be the Lord’s church we had
better make sure that it is built and functioning the way the Lord built it.   I stressed that anything that
remotely does not adhere to the plan of God, cannot be His church and I asked the question repeated in my
teaching and preaching whether we wanted to be a church of men or a church that belongs to God.   In my
observation of Kumasi, the people were very religiously minded, signs everywhere had references to God and
to the bible on them - churches of men were in abundance and in general my
impression was that most people there tried to live righteously.   But, as in
most cases where the Word of God is transmitted orally by men who have
false motives, the power is shifted from God’s Word to the words and ideas
of men.   This I believe was a message that was clearly heard by the people
in Kumasi, that men’s ideas and men’s ways are not God’s ideas and God’s
ways — Isa. 55:8-9.   Brother Seaton and myself focused our attention during
the evening services at the congregation were brother Richard Donkor
preaches at, Asuofua church of Christ (pictured here). 

This would also be the place that we held all the daily lectures at from 9am -
12pm (tho, many times these would run on towards 1pm due to the hunger and
thirsting of the men).   One of the great things that came out of the men’s training
was the zeal I saw in the young men to take what they had learnt and share them
with others.   Preaching schools and their certificates were the only way a man

could fill the role of the preacher and teacher at all these congregations.   A certificate was demanded and
what we did during these classes of preacher training was show them how the New Testament churches
pattern must be followed.   The preacher training had an average attendance of 95 from 17 congregations in
and around Kumasi.   We had on one occasion brother Robert Jackson and one other member travel from
outside Accra (a 11 hour return trip) come to be with us and to meet us all.   His request was for the same type
of help down in Accra that we were doing here in Kumasi.  He was also in need of equipment that would help
him continue to reach out to lost souls in Accra.  I amplifier, microphones and speakers are used very
successfully in “street preaching” in this part of the world.  

The average attendance each night for the lessons at Asuofua was well over 180, even on nights when
power outages (a odd and even day experience) and rain was falling the brethren came out to hear the Word
preached.  The largest crowd we had at this meeting place was the first Sunday with over 350 in attendance. 
 All glory and praise to the Lord for His mighty power on the hearts of good men, women and children.   Our
goal was not to go and evangelize and baptize - our goal was to strengthen the brethren and uphold the hands
of the faithful servants of God in the work they would continue to do after we had left.   11 (eleven) precious
souls have been added to the Lord’s kingdom since our departure and this says it all with regards to the work
the men and Richard Donkor are doing with the power of God’s word in this region.   

The seed sown, planted and watered brings forth fruit to the glory of God.   Brother Richard informed me
just today that they continue to baptize individuals weekly from the preaching we did in the streets of
Asamang.   The Thursday evening, Friday and Saturday evening services were focused on “street preaching”
in Asamang (the congregation we were to help be established in this community).   The dimensions of
Asamang were given to us in walking distance only (North and South of the main street it was 45 minutes to

Asuofua Building
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an hours walk - East and West from the main street was and hour to a hour and fifteen minutes walk). 
Approx. 250,000 in this community.   Measured distance in walking is quit common here in Kumasi since
very few people have cars.   In the Asuofua congregation of 300+ only
4 (four) people had a car.   Members from this group who numbered
approx 60 - 70 from the community in Asamang were walking nightly

45 minutes to an hour to be at the services.   A
dedication and commitment brethren I do
believe would be hard to find in this country
where we are so richly blessed with so many
physical and material possessions.   It is for this
reason that we were asked to help establish the
congregation in the Asamang community.   Two class rooms had been given, by

brother Joseph at his private school, to the congregation as a place that they could
worship during the interim period of them building a place on a lot they had already

obtained.  The wall pictured in the back would be taken
down so that the congregation could meet.   We preached
three nights at the Main Street Funeral site (a practice
that we were introduced to on our day of arrival - what
we would call the wake of the memorial
service of those who had died).   For those in
Kumasi this was several weeks long and
generally had red and black tents setup where

the guests and family would sit from given times - ie. 12pm -6pm -
receive guests and gifts as a token of the sorrow felt for the lost one.  A
mission statement is asked of the visitor at each place we went to after the
initial greetings, and if accepted the family would come and greet you again and thank you and give your

permission to leave.  Pictured here are some of the
photos of our introduction to this practice.   It was
in the Main Street market Funeral area that we
would do the evening street preaching.   Tents (not
red and black) would be set up, chairs, and then the
community radio and PA system

would be used to address all of Asamang via radio and huge blaring
speakers through out the community.   Pictured on the right is what I am
referring to.
A make shift screen setup was done each night by the brethren for us so

that the lessons could be projected in the
darkness of the night.   Street lamps and paved
roads as one can tell is not common in these regions.   We had to contend with taxi’s
driving past us as we preached and on the first night the extension cable exploded in
a ball of flames, Thursday evening was filled with rain and equipment getting soaked. 
 Yet despite these obstacles, the preaching went on from 7pm
- 9pm each night and the audience not only Christians were

receptive to the lessons on, Sin, the Cure and the Identifying of the New Testament
church.   Brother Wayne and brother Richard did Thursday evening, Brother Ed
Lewis and Sunday Ayandare did Friday, and brother Manny and myself did Saturday

Wayne setting Up
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evening.   One was baptized Friday evening in the swimming pool at the hotel we
stayed at.  A question and answer session was extended each night to the community
- and in the absence of such more preaching was done.   All
this was done to set the stage for Sunday’s meeting and the
establishing of this new congregation in the community.  
Sunday’s meeting was overwhelming to myself with tents

setup on the playgrounds of a elementary (Primary) school - over 750 were in
attendance.   Congregations from around Kumasi had sent representatives to come

join in this service and what was so impressive to myself
was the fact that this was done surrounded by 7 (seven) denominations meeting in
the classrooms of the school building.  You could hear the instruments in the
background, but oh how sweet the sound was of the voices
of Christians singing from the heart.  13 (thirteen) souls

were added after the first lesson preached and 2 (two) more were added after the
second lesson.   Brother Ed Lewis and brother
Wayne Seaton did a wonderful job in preaching the
Word with conviction and force.   Brother Wayne
and I went to baptize the 13 into Christ while brother
Ed Lewis preached on!   One our return, we all participated in the Lord’s
Supper together - what a moving experience this was.   On this day at the
place where we baptized these 16 lost souls into Christ 38 in the region had
obeyed the gospel call and what started off as clean water was a dirty brown
color at the final baptism that afternoon.   When I sent the photo seen here

to Christians in South Africa their comment was - “never have I been so happy to see dirty water - for in this
case souls have been cleansed” - Jeshika Luckrajh.   To this I say Amen.   The local congregation was
established and identified in this community and that Sunday evening we had 75 in attendance at the first ever
meeting of the Asamang church of Christ.  The number has since grown to an average attendance of 100 over
the past month.   

I have focused in this report of the reception of the gospel in this community and I think it is clear that the
power of God’s word preached with conviction and purpose falling on honest
and good hearts yields forth the fruit for God’s harvesting.   Brothers Manny,
Sunday and Ed all played an important role in preaching and teaching at the
Tarkwa Maarkro congregation with nightly attendances well over 220 - in a
congregation that was largely affected by the liberal teachings.   Brother
Wayne and I only taught there two nights on the subject of the family as the
brethren there wanted to hear us preach as well.   What ended up being a tough

subject to teach on became an accepted truth because it was established by Scripture.   The custom here is so
contrary to the biblical teaching of the roles of the husband and the wife that even tho we dealt with teachings
they have never considered it was well received.   The last session at this congregation was a three hour
question and answer session - (all five of us were there) that dealt with the issues of the churches choir, the
churches bus for hire and the proposed school they were building, all in light of the sermons and lessons they
had heard preached and dealt with by brothers Ed, Manny and Sunday.   Our farewell speeches were well
received and as we were departing they gave us a huge bin of fruit (pretty much our staple diet while we were
there in Ghana).   I lost 15 pounds during this trip and I could see that loss in weight in each one of us also. 
 The rigors of the trip, the stress of the task at hand the lack of sleep and a good sense of our own systems as
it pertained to the preparation, cooking and eating of foods not found in the USA, all left its mark physically

Making the Good Confession
before men prior to baptism
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on us.   The mark however, that has been left on our hearts forever is that without the dedicated efforts and
conviction of Christians like yourselves this trip would not have been possible and the wonderful joy of the
memories we hold so dear for our brethren in Kumasi Ghana would not have taken place.   In the words of
the Twe language (Madse - Thank You ).

Thank you for the trust you all have put in us to proclaim the good news and tidings in this foreign work. 
Please continue to pray for the work in this region of the world, for the faithful men who have been entrusted
with the work there, and for the power of the Word delivered during these two weeks to take root in the hearts
of the hearers that the church in Ghana can indeed be counted amongst the candle sticks in heaven.    Thank
you all for your financial support and for all the fruits of our labor which is now a fruit of your labor in
Christ’s vineyard as well.   May our Lord and Saviour continue to bless you all in your service and in your
commitment to truth.
In Christ Jesus I stand a faithful servant and soldier of His cause,

(John Cripps - a servant of Christ kneeling in the SHADOW OF THE CROSS)

FUND’s RECEIVED FOR GHANA TRIP – August 13  2015 – 28  2015th th

1. Beech Creek church of Christ …… $  1,000:00
2. Douglas Hills church of Christ (Larry Coffee Trust) ---- $   2,500:00
3. Southside church of Christ (Tx) ---- $   1,000:00
4. Brentwood church of Christ (Tn) ---- $   1,000:00
5. Monte Vista church of Christ …… $  3,000:00

Individuals:

1. Linda M. Steele ….. $  200:00
2. Reid and Janet Larson ..... $ 200:00
3. Paul and Judi Eller ..... $ 200:00
4. Charles Nierman ….. $  200:00
5. Jackie Steele ….. $  100:00
6. JJ and TJ Riffe ….. $  300:00
7. Gaynell ….. $  100:00
8. Brenda & James England ….. $    50:00

Total Deposits Raised $ 9,850:00

The congregation here at Winter Park (Wilmington NC - where I preach) stood ready to fill in any shortfall
that we would have and the projected $ 10,000:00 needed incurred a little more cost due to increase of ticket
prices as a result of not being able to book them when this all first began way back in March.   This the
brethren here took care of by giving $ 750:00 towards the expenses.   Outside of $ 150:00 all was spent on
this trip - the excess was given to our two brothers in Christ (from Nigeria) who gave up their time and there
families to join us in this work.   

Thank You All for all that you have done for the vineyard of Christ in Ghana.
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