
Improper Standard Of 

Authority Often Used

Mt. 7:15-29



1. Family/Ancestor Religion



Family/Ancestor Religion

• Paul‘s Family Religion – Fleshly Confidence
– Philippians 3:4-6 – Though I also might have 

confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he 
may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 
concerning the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. 

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 3:46). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Family/Ancestor Religion

• Paul‘s Family Religion – All Loss For Christ
– Philippians 3:7-9 – But what things were gain to 

me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet 
indeed I also count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may 
gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my 
own righteousness, which is from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which is from God by faith;

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 3:79). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Family/Ancestor Religion

• Not a Consistent Standard

• Family Religions Contradictory 

• Family Does Not Determines Truth

• God Determines Truth – John 17:17

• Family Religion Cannot Replace God



2. Preachers, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges, Website 

Administrators, etc…



Preachers, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Preachers – Be Examples
– 1 Tim. 4:12 – Let no one despise your youth, 

but be an example to the believers in word, in 

conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

– The New King James Version. 1982 (1 Ti 4:12). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Preachers, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Preachers – Some Teach Error

– Acts 18:24-26 – Even Powerful Preachers
Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, 
an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to 
Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way 
of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and 
taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he 
knew only the baptism of John. 26 So he began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and 
Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained 
to him the way of God more accurately. 



Preachers, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Preachers – Are Not Standard Of Auth.

• 1 Cor. 3:4-7 – For when one says, ―I am of 

Paul,‖ and another, ―I am of Apollos,‖ are you not 

mere men?   5   What then is Apollos? And 

what is Paul? Servants through whom you 

believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity 

to each one.   6   I planted, Apollos watered, but 

God was causing the growth.   7   So then 

neither the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but God who 

causes the growth.



Preachers, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Elders – Must Shepherd Flock Among You
– 1 Peter 5:1-3 – The elders who are among 

you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 
Shepherd the flock of God which is among 
you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion 
but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 
eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock;

– The New King James Version. 1982 (1 Pe 5:14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Preachers, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Elders – Some Lead Into Error

– Acts 20:29-31 – Worked With Paul

29 For I know this, that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock. 30 Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after 
themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember 
that for three years I did not cease to warn 
everyone night and day with tears. 

• The New King James Version. 1982 (Ac 20:2931). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Preacher, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Influential Brethren – Be Examples
– Phil. 3:17 – Brethren, join in following my 

example, and note those who so walk, as you 

have us for a pattern.

• The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 3:17). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Preacher, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Influential Brethren – Some Oppose Auth.

– 3 John 9-10 – Should Be Confronted

I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have 

the preeminence among them, does not receive us. 10 

Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which 

he does, prating against us with malicious words. And 

not content with that, he himself does not receive the 

brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them

out of the church. 

• The New King James Version. 1982 (3 Jn 910). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Preacher, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• Influential Brethren – Don‘t exalt man

– 1 Cor. 4:6 – Now these things, brethren, I 

have figuratively transferred to myself and 

Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in 

us not to think beyond what is written, that 

none of you may be puffed up on behalf of 

one against the other.



Preacher, Elders, Influential 

Brother, Papers, Colleges

• May Teach Truth For A Time

• History of Gospel Papers

– Gospel Advocate – Old Reliable no longer

– Firm Foundation – Slipped 

– Gospel Truths – Hobby against Truth

– The Standard – Sub standard

• As unreliable as the editors



Preacher, Influential Brother, 

Papers, Colleges

• Colleges – May Stand For a Time

– History of Colleges begun by Christians

– David Lipscomb – Accepts church support

– Harding College – Accepts church support

– Freed-Hardeman College – church support

– Abilene Christian College (ACU) – church sup.



3. It Accomplishes Good



It Accomplishes Good

• Rom. 3:8 – Ends Justify Means

And why not say, ―Let us do evil that good may 

come‖?—as we are slanderously reported and 

as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation 

is just.

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Ro 3:8). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



It Accomplishes Good

• Gal. 6:10 – Anything Good Is Authorized

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us 

do good to all, especially to those who are of 

the household of faith. 

• Who determines what is Good?  Me or God?



It Accomplishes Good

• Eph. 2:10 – God Determines What is Good

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them. 

• If a good work God prepared it in Scripture

• What scripture shows God prepared human 

institutions (eg.)  to do the work of the church 

beforehand?



It Accomplishes Good

• 2 Sam. 6:6-7 – Uzzah Steadies Ark

And when they came to Nachon‘s threshing floor, 

Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took 

hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 Then the anger 

of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God 

struck him there for his error; and he died there by 

the ark of God.



It Accomplishes Good

• 1 Sam. 13:12-14 – Saul Worshipped 

then I said, ‗The Philistines will now come down 
on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication 
to the Lord.‘ Therefore I felt compelled, and 
offered a burnt offering.‖ 13 And Samuel said to 
Saul, ―You have done foolishly. You have not 
kept the commandment of the Lord your God, 
which He commanded you. For now the Lord 
would have established your kingdom over Israel 
forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not 
continue. 



It Accomplishes Good

• Lev. 10:1-2 – Nadab And Abihu‘s Worship

Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each 

took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, 

and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He 

had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from 

the Lord and devoured them, and they died before 

the Lord.



4.  The Old Testament



The Old Testament

• Ps. 33:1-3 – Instrumental Music

• Num. 25:13 – Aaronic Priesthood

• Dt. 14:22 – Tithing

• Ex. 20:8 – Keep Sabbath



The Old Testament

• Heb. 10:1-2 – Law Is A Shadow

For the law, having a shadow of the good things 

to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with these same sacrifices, which they 

offer continually year by year, make those who 

approach perfect. 2 For then would they not 

have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, 

once purified, would have had no more 

consciousness of sins.



The Old Testament

• Gal. 3:24-25 – Schoolmaster To Lead to Christ

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith 

has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 



The Old Testament

• Gal. 4:21-31 – Cast Out Old Covenant/Law

• Abraham‘s two sons by two women, Sarah/Hagar

– Hagar  bondwoman according to the flesh

– Sarah freewoman according to the promise

• Two Women Are Two Covenants

– Hagar Mount Sinai is Jerusalem Old Covenant, Mosaic law

– Sarah Jerusalem from above is free our mother New 

Covenant

• Cast out bondwoman and her sons



The Old Testament

• Col. 2:13-17 – Nailed To The Cross

• And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all 

trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of 

requirements that was against us, which was 

contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, 

having nailed it to the cross. 



5.  Popular, Prevailing or Common 

Practice



Popular or Prevailing Practice

• Acts 8:5-15 - Inconsistent

• Philip preached Christ to Samaria

• Multitudes heeded things spoken by Philip

• Multitudes previously gave heed to Simon

• Claimed to be the great power of God

• He believed Philip‘s preaching the Kingdom

• Simeon was baptized and continued with Philip



Popular or Prevailing Practice

• Mt. 7:13-14 – It is Dangerous

―Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate 

and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 

and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because 

narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which 

leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Mt 7:1314). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



6. Subjective Feelings or 

Conscience



Subjective Feelings or Conscience

• Prov. 14:12 – Way Seems Right

– There is a way that seems right to a man, But 

its end is the way of death. 



Subjective Feelings or Conscience
• Acts 23:1 – Good Conscience yet…

– Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, 

said, ―Men and brethren, I have lived in all 

good conscience before God until this day.‖



Subjective Feelings or Conscience

• Acts 26:9-11 – Could Be Dead Wrong

– ―Indeed, I myself thought I must do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and 
many of the saints I shut up in prison, having 
received authority from the chief priests; and 
when they were put to death, I cast my vote 
against them. 11 And I punished them often in 
every synagogue and compelled them to 
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged 
against them, I persecuted them

even to foreign cities. 



7. Human Creeds



Human Creeds

• Mt. 15:8-9 – Honor God with Lips

‘These people draw near to Me with their 

mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But 

their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain 

they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines 

the commandments of men.’ ” 

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Mt 15:89). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Human Creeds

• Col. 2:20-22 – Doctrines of men

– Therefore, if you died with Christ from the 
basic principles of the world, why, as though
living in the world, do you subject yourselves 
to regulations— 21 ―Do not touch, do not 
taste, do not handle,‖ 22 which all concern 
things which perish with the using—
according to the commandments and 
doctrines of men?

• The New King James Version. 1982 (Col 2:2022). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Human Creeds

• Col. 2:23 – Will Worship, of no value

– These things indeed have an appearance of 

wisdom in self-imposed religion, false

humility, and neglect of the body, but are of 

no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

• The New King James Version. 1982 (Col 2:23). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



8. Human Traditions and 

Philosophy



Human Tradition and Philosophy

• Mt. 15:1-2 – Traditions Of Elders

• Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from 

Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 2 ―Why do 

Your disciples transgress the tradition of the 

elders? For they do not wash their hands when 

they eat bread.‖

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Mt 15:12). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Human Traditions and Philosophy

• Mt. 15:3-6 – Replaces God‘s Commands
• 3 He answered and said to them, ―Why do you 

also transgress the commandment of God 
because of your tradition? 4 For God 
commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and 
your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or 
mother, let him be put to death.’ 5 But you say, 
‗Whoever says to his father or mother, 
―Whatever profit you might have received from 
me is a gift to God‖— 6 then he need not honor 
his father or mother.‘ Thus you have made the 
commandment of God of no effect by your 
tradition. 
– The New King James Version. 1982 (Mt 15:36). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Human Traditions and Philosophy

• Gal. 1:13-14 – Destroys Truth
– 13 For you have heard of my former conduct 

in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 

God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. 

14 And I advanced in Judaism beyond many 

of my contemporaries in my own nation, being 

more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of 

my fathers. 

– The New King James Version. 1982 (Ga 1:1314). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Human Traditions and Philosophy

• Col. 2:8 – Deceptive
– 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, according to the basic 

principles of the world, and not according to 

Christ. 

• The New King James Version. 1982 (Col 2:8). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Summary

1. Family/Ancestor Religion

2. Preachers, Influential Brother, college, paper

3. It Accomplishes Good

4. The Old Law

5. Popular or Prevailing Practice

6. Subjective Feelings or Conscience

7. Human Creeds

8. Human Traditions and Philosophy


