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Taking The World for Christ - Part 2 - by BOND STOCKS
The Strength of the Adversary
II.We must recognize the

power of the opposition. All good
work is opposed. No opportunity to
do good for the cause of Christ
ever comes without provoking
opposition. "In great door and
effectual is open unto me, and
there are many adversaries." (1
Cor. 16:9). We have an adversary
whose day and night business is to
destroy Christianity. He is on the
job around the clock, doing his
devilish best to block the progress
of the cause of Christ. The Holy
Spirit describes him in a most
graphic manner in 1 Pet. 5: 8: "Be
sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary, the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour Yes, there are many
adversaries; but they are all
working for the same employer,
whom Peter brands as "Our
adversary, the devil."  We must
come to appreciate the fact that
Christianity is not a social tea or a
"Sunday School picnic," but a
battle - a life and death struggle
against the forces of Satan, the

perpetual opponent of all good.
Satan has many instruments, and
there is room for the mention of
only a few of them in this study.
We may group his instruments
under two general classifications -
false profession, and false religion.

False Profession
Satan opposes Christianity by

inducing those who profess to be
Christians to prostitute their
character, compromise their
convictions and nullify their
influence by indulging in the sins
of the world.

Satan persuades us to oppose
ourselves. The most devastating
attack that he has ever been able to
direct against the church is to
entice its members to lead such
ungodly lives that the people of the
world point to them and say: "If
that is Christianity, I do not want
any part of it."

False Religion
Satan attacks Christianity

through false religion. The devil
IS, not opposed. to religion - he is
opposed to Christianity. False
religion is an ally of Satan because

it serves to muddy the waters and
to create confusion in the the
people by leading them to fail to
distinguish between the true and
the false. (1) Modernism:
Modernists are the "smart set" in
religion-the theological "400", the
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e l i g i o u s
intelligencia! They are, in reality, a
treacherous gang of saboteurs who
are boring from within. The Pre 
motley crowd of "Caspar
Milquetoasts" who claim to believe
the Bible, but deny every cardinal.
fundamental doctrine in it!  (2)
Roman Catholicism. We must
recognize this monstrous political
system for what it is - a real
menace to pure Christianity. We
must oppose it openly and
courageously. Those who doubt the
wisdom of such a course should
read the history of the Roman
Catholic Church, and familiarize
themselves with the methods,
ambitions and aims of that
organization in this day, just select
any prominent Romanist and read
what he says about the ambitions
and plans of the Roman Catholic
Church, and you will find plenty
that will make your hair Stand on
end and turn your heart sick. (3)
Denominationalism. Sectarianism
is entrenched. Make no mistake
about it - denominational
organizations are bitter opponents
of the New Testament Church. The
day has passed when they are open

in their opposition. But their secret
and underhanded opposition is
more dangerous than open and
above - board attacks.  Deno-
minationalism is a system of
partyism and strife that sabotages
the victory program of the church
that Jesus built.

Satan is not opposed to
sectarianism. Each time a new
denomination, sect, or religious
system is established, Satan shouts
for sheer joy because it is another
spear thrust into the side of the
resurrected Lord. Denom-
inationalism is counterfeit religion.
It merits our open, frank and
unalterable opposition.

The Vulnerability of the
Adversary

III. We must recognize the
vulnerability of the opposition.
Satan is powerful, but he is also
vulnerable. It is true that the devil
is clever, but it is also true that he
is a coward. "Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you."  Romanism
and denominationalism are
entrenched because they have
money, power, influence. Both are
at liberty to wage their warfare
without the restraints of the
teaching of God's Word.  But this
is only part of the story. All human
religion is based upon error.
Sectism, Romanism, Modernism -
all isms - are built upon the flimsy,
shaky foundation of sand, and they
cannot stand. Human religion is



bound to fall and great will be the
fall of it! We have the assurance of
Jesus Christ that these systems
cannot survive. He said: "Every
plant that my heavenly Father hath
not planted, shall be rooted up."
(Matt. 15:13). God has not planted
human religion, and it shall be
rooted up!

Superiority of Spiritual
Weapons

IV. We must recognize the
superiority of the power of God
over the power of the amalgamated
forces of evil. "Because the
foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men." (1 Cor. 1: 25). 
It is true that the New Testament
church is, from a comparative
standpoint, weaker in numbers than
these human organizations. But
God has never placed the primary
emphasis on numbers. A small
minority with unconquerable
convictions can uproot the errors of
a great majority who lack such
convictions. It is true that from the
standpoint of money, political
power and social influence the
New Testament church does not
rank with human organizations.
But these are in no sense the
weapons that are most essential.
After saying all that can be said
about the strength of man-made
religion and the numerical
weakness of the New Testament
church, this fact still remains: The

New Testament church is builded
upon the unshakeable foundation
of eternal truth. The church is not
bed-ridden with human creeds; it
is" not weighted down with any
human ecclesiastical system of
government. It owes no allegiance
to any human leader. It is not
obligated to apologize for any
human practice nor to defend any
human doctrine.

Error, however firmly en-
trenched, cannot long stand against
truth, if truth is properly presented.
All the forces of evil cannot prevail
against the forces of righteousness,
if the forces of righteousness are
brought to bear in all their might.
The carnal weapons of Satan
cannot survive the offensive power
of the sword of the Spirit, if the
sword of the Spirit is effectively
wielded. Darkness cannot prevail
when the light is made to penetrate.
Those who are inclined to be
pessimistic may counter: "Even
though these things are true,
human religion has been hue a long
time, and error has held sway for
centuries." Certainly. And why?
Because we have made little use of
the weapons that God has placed in
our hands, and much of the use that
we have made of the sword of the
Spirit has been unskillful and
ineffective. Instead of preaching
the gospel we have been content to
keep it to ourselves and for
ourselves. "We have the truth," we

 have boasted - and sometimes in a way that has given the impression that
we feel we are the only ones who are entitled to it. Instead of propagating
the truth, we have sat on it. Perhaps in our indolence we have been
expecting it to hatch! We have been asleep at the switch.

But, thank God, we are awakening! The past fifteen years have
demonstrated in many places what God's people can do when they set
their hearts and hands to the carrying out of the God-given mission of the
Lord's church. ---- Via Preceptor Vol 1 Number 1 - November 1951  -
Author's Address: P. 0. Box 268, Dickson, Tenn.

"Goodnight" or "Goodbye"?
A certain father on his death bed called for his two sons. They both

gathered near him. To the one he said, "Goodnight, my son." To the other
he said, "Goodbye, my son. 

The second son noticed the difference between the two farewells.
"Father, why did you say 'Goodnight' to my brother and 'Goodbye' to
me?"

The frail, old man looked upon him with great sadness. He then replied,
"I love you both so very much. But your brother is a Christian and I will
meet him again in 'the morning of eternity.' So it is just 'Good night' to
him. However, you are not a Christian and I will never see you again.
Unless you change and obey the gospel of Jesus Christ, I must say
'goodbye' to you, 'goodbye' throughout all eternity. " - author unknown
(edited) from Whit Sasser Quips and Quotes


