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Jehovah's Witnesses and the Deity of Christ # 2 - by  Tim Norman

Continued from Last Weeks Bulletin
! The teaching of the apostles.

When properly translated, John
writes this of Jesus, "In the
beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word
was God" (Jn. 1:1). Thomas said
to Jesus, "My Lord and my God"
(Jn. 20:28). While these were
Thomas' words, they were still true
for Jesus responded with approval
saying, "Thomas, because you
have seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed" (Jn.
20:29). Peter wrote to those "who
have obtained like precious faith
with us by the righteousness of our
God and Savior Jesus Christ" (2
Pet. 1:1).

Paul calls Jesus "the eternally
blessed God" (Rom. 9:5). Paul
commanded the Ephesians elders to
"shepherd the church of God which he
purchased with his own blood" (Acts
20:28). He told Titus that all men
should be "looking for the blessed
hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ"
(Tit. 2:13).
Prior to his incarnation, Jesus was

"in the form of God" (Phil. 2:6). He
came in the likeness of men because

he "did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God," or as the American
Standard Version renders it, He
"counted not the being on an equality
with God a thing to be grasped" (Phil.
2:6). So prior to the incarnation, Jesus
was God as the Father is God. After
the incarnation, Jesus was still God.
While Jesus gave up some things in
coming to earth, he did not give up his
deity! Paul rightly warns, "Beware
lest anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men,
according to the basic principles of
the world, and not according to
Christ. For in him dwells all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Col.
2:8-9). Make no mistake, "God was
manifested in the flesh" (1 Tim.
3:16).
Paul writes in Philippians 2:11,

"Every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord." Robert
Harkrider's comment on this passage
is illuminating. "The Greek word
translated `Lord' . . . is 'kudos.' It is
noteworthy that the New World
Translation (the Jehovah's Witnesses'
`Bible,' tdn) uniformly renders
`kurios' as `Jehovah.' However, in
Philippians 2:11 they break their own

rule and translate it `Lord.' Does
anyone wonder why they reject their
own rule here?" (Basic Bible
Doctrine, Book II, Part 4, p. 64)
The teaching of the Father. In

Hebrews 1:8 the Father says to the
Son, "Your throne, 0 God, is forever
and ever."

The teaching of Jesus.
 Jesus said of himself in Revelation
1:17, "I am the First and the Last."
With these words, Jesus affirmed his
deity for the same phrase is used in
Isaiah 44:6 this way, "Thus says the
Lord, the King of Israel, and his
Redeemer, the Lord of hosts; 'I am the
First and I am the Last; besides me
there is no God."'
In spite of this and other evidence,

the Jehovah's Witnesses still deny that
Jesus ever said he was God (You Can
Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, p.
39). They are wrong. In John 5:17
Jesus said, "My Father has been
working until now, and I have been
working." Because of these words, the
Jews sought all the more to kill Jesus.
Why? John, not the Jews, said that by
such a statement Jesus was "making
himself equal with God" (Jn. 5:18).
In John 8:58 Jesus said, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, I am." With these
words, the Jews took up stones to
throw at Jesus. They knew Jesus
wasn't merely claiming to "have
been" before Abraham, as the New
World Translation mistranslates. The
Jews knew "I am" was the name of
God (Exod. 3:14). By calling himself,
"J am," the Jews realized that Jesus
was again making himself equal with

God. Finally, in John 10:30 Jesus
said, "I and My Father are one." Once
more, the Jews took up stones to stone
him. Contrary to what the Jehovah's
Witnesses teach, Jesus was not merely
saying that he "had a glorious
existence long before he was born as
a human on earth" (Truth, p. 47), or
that he was "in full harmony with his
Father" (Ibid., p. 23). No, unlike the
Jehovah's Witnesses, the Jews knew
exactly what Jesus was saying. As
they told Him, "For a good work we
do not stone you, but for blasphemy,
and because you, being a man, make
yourself God" On. 10:33).
Jesus also taught he was God by

accepting the worship of men.
Jehovah's Witnesses believe that Jesus
was "born as a human Son of God;
not a God-man" (Make Sure, p. 283).
Paul, a human son of God, not a
God-man, said to those in Lystra who
intended to worship him, "Men, why
are you doing these things? We also
are men with the same nature as you,
and preach to you that you should turn
from these vain things to the living
God, who made the heaven, the earth,
the sea, and all things that are in
them" (Acts 14:5). Peter, also a
human son of God, not a God-man,
said to Cornelius, who had just fallen
down at Peter's feet to worship him,
"Stand up; I myself am also a man"
(Acts 10:26).
Jehovah's Witnesses also teach that

in heaven, Jesus is "there known as
Michael" (Ibid., p. 288). Thus,
Jehovah's Witnesses believe Jesus
was an angel before and after the
incarnation. Regarding the worship of



angels, Paul wrote in Colossians
2:18, "Let no one defraud you of your
reward, taking delight in false
humility and worship of angels,
intruding into those things which he
has not seen, vainly puffed up by his
fleshly mind." When John fell down
to worship the angel which God sent
to show his servants the things which
must shortly take place (Rev. 22:6,8),
the angel rebuked John saying, "See
that you do not do that. For I am your
fellow servant, and of your brethren
the prophets, and of those who keep
the words of this book. Worship God"
(Rev. 22:9).
Unlike Paul and Peter, and unlike

angels, Jesus accepted the worship of
men and angels. Read Matthew 8:2;
9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 28:9; Mark 5:6;
Luke 24:52; John 9:38; Hebrews
1:6. Make no mistake, Jesus was not
simply accepting the respect or
veneration that one man or angel
might pay to another man or angel.
Jesus was accepting the worship men
and angels offer God. In fact, Jesus
demanded such worship. He said in
John 5:23, "All should honor -“All
should honor the Son just as they
honor the Father (Jn. 5:23). Yet,
Jesus also said, 'You shall worship the
Lord your God, and him only you
shall serve' (Matt. 4:10). Since it is
wrong to worship men or angels,
either the Jehovah's Witnesses are
wrong and Jesus is God, or Jesus
sinned in accepting worship." the Son
just as they honor the Father." Yet,
Jesus also said in Matthew 4:10,
"You shall worship the Lord your
God, and him only you shall serve."

Since it is wrong to worship men or
angels, either the Jehovah's Witnesses
are wrong and Jesus is God, or Jesus
sinned in accepting worship.
Obviously, the former is the only
possible conclusion.

Answering the Jehovah's
Witnesses' Arguments

Inequality with the Father does not
disprove the deity of the Son.
According to the Jehovah's Witnesses,
to insist that Jesus is God when there
is inequality between the Father and
Son, is tantamount to denying
monotheism and teaching polytheism.
Wrong! Admittedly, there are
differences between the Father and
the Son. However, these differences
do not deny the deity of Christ. The
husband is head of the wife (Eph.
5:23), yet the wife is fully human.
The Father is head of the Son (1 Cor.
11:3), yet the Son is fully God (Col.
2:9). This is not polytheism. As there
is only one true humanity, but billions
of human beings, so there is only one
true God, but three deities. No human
being is any more or less human than
any other human being, yet there are
differences between all human beings.
Likewise, no deity is any more or less
God than any other deity, yet there are
differences between all deities.
Robert Harkrider's comment is

helpful, "Christians believe one divine
nature is revealed in three
personalities. We may not fully
understand how that is possible, and
in-deed we admit difficulty in
explaining it. Many things are
difficult to understand (e.g., light,
gravity, etc.), but we do not stop

 believing because we do not understand everything about them" (Doctrine, p.
62). Truly, Christians must accept what the Bible says, and when we do not
understand, instead of creating God in our own image, we must honor this truth,
"The secret things belong to the Lord our God" (Deut. 29:29).
The Son was created by the Father.
A. Answering in general. It is written of Jesus in John 1:3, "All things were

made through him, and without him nothing was made that was made."
Surprisingly, the New World Translation is equally clear, "All things came into
existence through him, and apart from him not even one thing came into
existence." I enjoy Roy Deaver's analysis, "All things that were created were
created by him -- by means of Christ. Now, if he is a created being he had part
in creating himself. But, if he had part in creating himself then he existed before
he created himself. And, if he existed before he created himself he could not be
a created being!" (The Spiritual Sword, October 1974, p. 6) Colossians 1:16
confirms that Jesus is not a created being. It is written there of Jesus, "By him
all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth. . . All things
were created through him." Since the Father and Son are both in heaven (Mk.
16:19), logic forces us to conclude that Jesus has always been. Otherwise, we
would have to accept the preposterous conclusion that Jesus not only created
himself, but the Father as well.
The Jehovah's Witnesses understand the force of this argument. In their New

World Translation, Colossians 1:16 reads, "By means of him all (other) things
were created in the heavens and upon the earth. . . All (other) things have been
created through him." The insertion of the word "other" is the height of
intellectual dishonesty. There is absolutely no textual or contextual basis for the
addition. This only means the word "other" is supplied to prop up the Jehovah's
Witnesses' false doctrine regarding the deity of Christ. As Jesus said, "By their
fruits you will know them" (Matt. 7:20).
Still other passages prove that Jesus is not a created being. In Isaiah 9:6 Jesus

is called, "Everlasting
Father." God spoke to
Bethlehem of Jesus in
Micah 5:2 saying,
"Out of you shall
come forth to me the
one to be ruler in
Israel, whose goings
forth have been from
o f  o l d ,  f r o m
everlasting." ***
Completed in Next
Weeks Bulletin ***


