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God's Will Regarding Unity # 2 - by  Bill Cavender, Murfreesboro, Tn 

*** Continued From Last Weeks
Bulletin *** - Marriage, home,
family, is the basic relationship and
unit of society - the nation, the
church, the community. Marriage -
one man with one woman for life -
duly united by his holy will, bound
together in the love of God and for
each other, dwelling together in
peace and compassion so long as
they both shall live, in his will for
all of mankind (Rom. 7:1-4; Eph.
5:22-33; Col. 3:18-21; Heb. 13:4;
1 Cor. 7:1-11). Death is the only
honorable means by which a
marriage is dissolved. Immorality
(fornication, adultery) is the only
dishonorable way for a marriage to
be dissolved, the innocent party
being permitted to divorce the
guilty partner, and to remarry. The
guilty party is not granted liberty
nor given concession to remarry
(Matt. 5:31-32; 19:3-9; Mk.
10:11-12; Lk. 16:18). Our Father's
intent is that a husband and wife
should truly be one in mind, life,
body, aim, purpose, love and
devotion to each other for their
lifetimes (1 Pet. 3:17; Eph.

5:22-33; 1 Cor. 7:1-11).
The gospel of redemption and

salvation, conceived in the eternal
councils of the Godhead, in whom
are all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge (Rom. 11:33-36; 2
Tim. 1:8-12), is a plan designed to
produce peace between God and
man, and between all human
beings who are obedient to the
gospel. "But now, in Christ Jesus,
ye who sometime were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ.
For lie is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition
between us . . . for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; And that He might
reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the
enmity thereby; And came and
preached peace to you which were
afar off, and to them that were
nigh. For through Him we both
have access by one Spirit unto the
Father" (Eph. 2:13-22).
The church of Christ is a holy

temple in the Lord, a habitation of
God through the Spirit. We are

builded together in the body of
Christ as saints, brethren, children
of God and fellow-citizens in this
holy, spiritual family and building
(1 Pet. 2:5-10; 1 Cor. 12:12-27).
In such heavenly realms and
relationships, we are to live in
peace with each other. We are to
think and speak alike. "Now I
beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in
the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10).
"If therefore there is any
encouragement in Christ, if there is
any consolation of love, if there is
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any
affection and compassion, make
my joy complete by being of the
same mind, maintaining the same
love, united in spirit, intent on one
purpose. Do nothing from
selfishness or empty conceit, but
with humility of mind let each of
you regard one another as more
important than himself; do not
merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the
interests of others . . . Do all things
without grumbling or disputing;
that you may prove yourselves to
be blameless and innocent,
children of God above reproach in
the midst of a crooked and
preserved generation, among
whom you appear as lights in the

world" (Phil. 2:1-4,14-15, NASV).
It is the prayer, desire and will of

our Lord Jesus that we should be
united together in peace. He prayed
that the apostles would be one (Jn.
17:11); that all believers would be
one (Jn. 17:20-23); and that all of
us should behold his glory and be
where he is (Jn. 17:24-26). The
"oneness" and "unity" which our
Saviour prayed for and about is
that which is taught us in all the
Scriptures given thus far in this
paper. We can attain to this unity
and oneness if we want to do so.
Our Father has never commanded
the impossible. Whatever he tells
and teaches us, we can do - if we
set our minds, hearts, purposes and
actions to this end.
Unity, peace and good will among

brethren should be so desirable that
we would sincerely and truly make
a personal, definite effort to
comply with our Father's will. Our
love and appreciation for our Lord,
and his love and death for us,
should prompt obedience to his
word. Our love and care for the
church, our brethren, and for the
souls of all our friends, neighbors
and family members, would
compel us to go the second, third,
and fourth miles to be united with
each other, in harmony with the
revealed truth of God in the New
Testament.
Some of the ways we can do this

are these: (1) We can shift our



emphasis from fighting and
arguing with one another, to
fighting sin, the devil, worldliness,
denominationalism, Catholicism,
humanism, etc., among the peoples
of the world. (2) We can go back to
basics, to the first principles, to
teach those plain New Testament
truths and doctrines which create
and identify the true church of
Christ. (3) We can begin to visit
with, and have home Bible studies
with, people not Christians and
teach them the gospel, how to
become Christians, and how to live
a sober, righteous and godly life in
Christ Jesus. (4) We preachers can
get out of our offices, get away
from our typewriters, computers
and gadgets, get out of our church
buildings, go out where the people
are and the world is, and try to go
into the places where the gospel
has not been preached and where
the church does not exist. (5) We
can cease using papers published
by brethren and churches for
discussions of opinions and foolish
questions which engender strife.
No one's opinion or matters of
personal faith or "conscience" are
necessary to salvation, and are not
to be bound upon anyone in their
service and worship to God. We
have so many divisive opinions
among us nowadays, so many
written and unwritten party
"shibboleths," that we are rapidly
appearing as a sect, a party of

divided people, who have no
certain foundations, doctrines and
directions to offer the world of
saints and sinners alike, and are not
sure anymore of anything we say
and teach. We are "shooting
ourselves in the feet," decimating
ourselves in numbers, diminishing
our resources by divisions,
beginning churches which are not
needed, and discouraging brethren
who do want to do God's will.
There is hardly a growing
"conservative" church of Christ
anymore, i.e., growing by
baptisms, restorations, and internal
spiritual development.
The only way we can reverse our

circumstances is to obey the will of
our Father regarding our mind and
conduct, to truly, each one of us,
keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. ---- Via  Guardian
of Truth XXXVI: 1, pp. 3-5,
January 2, 1992

RESULTS OF THE MEN’S
SPECIAL MEETING AND

STUDY - July 22nd 2018 at 2pm
The men came together for a

special meeting and Bible study to
discuss an issue that had led to a
lack of harmony amongst the
brethren here.   As in all cases
where objections to practices or
teachings are made, these must be
carefully heard and studied in light
of God’s revealed Word, which is
exactly what took place during this

study.   The spirit of love and the fervent desire for peace and unity was at the
foreground of this meeting.   As a result of this, a unity upon the scriptures and
a recognition of mistakes made - led our brothers to unite in prayer of
repentance and commitment to resolve all uncertainty with love, trust, respect
and loyalty to God first then to each other.

 Do Not Preach Ourselves
The bible says, “We do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord." (2

Cor. 4:5). Two guest speakers were asked to speak to a student body regarding
Abraham Lincoln. After the first speech, the unanimous consensus of the
student body was, "Our speaker was a great speaker." After the second speech,
the consensus was, "Abraham Lincoln was a great man." We ask, "Which one
did his job?” Let us not exalt or glorify ourselves in our preaching, but the Lord
Jesus Christ. 

We Will Constantly Be An Irritant 
The Lord knowingly built His church “smack dab” in the middle of a pagan

culture. He warned His disciples that as the pagan world hated Him, it would
also hate them (John 15:18-25; 17:14-18). At one time significantly inspired
by biblical truths, Western culture has become almost thoroughly pagan once
again. As our society slips further and further into the darkness of paganism,
Christians, if they are not themselves engulfed by the darkness, will more and
more find themselves the objects of derision and condescension. This is the
clear teaching of God's Word.
Christ's church—as a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a

peculiar or special people (I Pet. 2:9)—will always be a constant irritation to
a world lost and dying in darkness. Why? Because the salt that preserves, when
applied to an open wound, is extremely painful, and a light shining in darkness
exposes the evil lurking there (Mt. 5:13-16).
So, let us quit our whining and get to work. - by Allan Turner


