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The Need for Spiritual Growth - By Sam Binkley, Jr. Part 2
When one obeys the truth he

becomes a new creature (2 Cor.
5:17), and is taught "walk in newness
of life" (Rom. 6:4). As new creatures
Christians no longer live in
wickedness, guile, etc., but put off all
these things that they may grow
toward spiritual maturity.

The idea of putting off certain
things and putting on others is also
taught in other places in the Scripture.
An example of this is in Colossians
3:8-10 and Ephesians 4:22-32. In
both of these the command is to put
off the old man and "put on the new
man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness"
(Eph. 4:24).

Peter is specific in saying one
should lay aside malice or wickedness
which is evil of any kind, particularly
a desire to injure another. Guile,
which is to be crafty or deceive, is the
next thing to be put away. It is said of
Jesus that no guile was found in his
mouth (1 Pet. 1:22). Hypocrisies have
no place in the life of a Christian,
therefore must be put away. Envy, a
sin of the heart, must also be put away
in order for one to grow. Envy is that
feeling of unhappiness because
another has that which one desires for
himself. All evil speakings must be

put off. These hinder growth rather
than produce it. It is by the word of
God one is convicted that these things
are wrong, and must be put away in
order to be the children of God and
become strong in the Lord.

It is not enough that we lay aside all
the evil things mentioned here, but
there must also be a desire for the
sincere milk of the word in order to
grow. The desire is to long for the
word of God as a new born babe longs
for the milk which is necessary for its
survival. Hunger for food is a natural
experience common to all. However,
we must learn to cultivate a desire for
the word of God. It is the sincere or
unadulterated word of God that we
must have in order to grow. When the
word of God is perverted, corrupted,
or tampered with in any way the
results will not be spiritual growth.

In his warning to the elders of the
church of Ephesus, the apostle Paul
said, "And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among
all them which are sanctified" (Acts
20:32). The word of God is able to
build us up only if we study it and
rightly divide it (2 Tim. 2:15). By this
means we can be approved of God.

The Bible tells of some who had not
longed for the word of God and
needed to be taught the first principles
when they should have been able to
teach others (Heb. 5:12-14).This
passage also shows the necessity of
exercising oneself unto godliness in
order to grow. When we fail to grow
as we should we become vulnerable
to the temptations of Satan, and are in
danger of being carried about with the
doctrines of men to return to a state
that is worse than we were before. See
Ephesians 4:14; 2 Peter 2:20-22.

God not only tells us to grow, and
how this may be accomplished, but
also gives divine encouragement to do
so. Peter says this growth is "unto
salvation." The salvation here
mentioned is the deliverance that
awaits the faithful at the coming of
the Lord and the judgment. They had
already received forgiveness of their
past sins when they were born again
of the incorruptible seed. The new
born babe in Christ will desire the
sincere milk of the word, not for the
sake of arguing, but that he may grow
for this pleases the Lord and fits him
for the judgment.

If one has tasted that the Lord is
gracious, he will certainly want to
feed upon the word of God that he
may grow. The idea of tasting that the
Lord is gracious is a reminder of the
statement of the psalmist: "How sweet
are thy words unto my taste! yea
sweeter than honey to my mouth" (Ps.
119:103). You know how appealing
sweets are to most people. The figure
of the babe who desires milk teaches
us the importance of continuing to

return again and again to the word of
God that we might partake of the
goodness of God. Tasting food
usually increases our appetite for
more food. For this reason it is
difficult to understand how any one
who has "tasted the good word of
God" (Heb. 6:5) can turn away from
it to the "leeks and garlic" of Egypt.

The Christian needs to grow for a
number of reasons. Among these is to
keep us from regressing to where we
were before becoming Christians or
even deeper into sin. In the spiritual
realm we either grow or go the other
way. The Bible tells us that to go back
to former ways is worse than the first
(2 Pet. 2:20-22).

We need to grow because there are
battles to fight, and strength is
required to engage in them with our
adversary. The kind of strength
needed is that which comes from a
knowledge of the word of God, and
prayer for his help. It takes the whole
armor of God to be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. This
includes the sword of the Spirit which
is the word of God and prayer (Eph.
6:12-18). Since the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strongholds, it is God's word we need,
not swords, guns, etc. Jesus overcame
the temptations of Satan with the
word of God (Luke 4:1-13), and we
can do the same today.

Since Christians make up the
spiritual temple of the Lord we need
to grow that the house of God, which
is the church of the living God, may
be strong. This text says that every



Christian is a lively stone in the
spiritual house, chosen of God. As
such we can offer up spiritual
sacrifices, accept-able to God by
Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:4-5). These are
powerful incentives to make us want
to grow in the grace and knowledge of
the Lord. **** Via  Guardian of
Truth XL: No. 17, p. 13-14, 
September 5, 1996 ****

"Where Does the Bible Say Not
To?" - by Lloyd P. Atherton,

Haynesville, Louisiana 
Does the above question have a

familiar ring to it? Of course it does.
I t  i s  f r equent ly  used  by
denominationalists in an attempt to
maintain and sustain such unscriptural
practices as sprinkling or pouring as a
substitute for baptism, mechanical
instrumental music in worship to God,
etc. Apparently this is a better
argument(?) than many of us have
supposed for we hear this question
propounded by many professed
Christians. It is appalling to hear a
child of God ask, "Where does the
Bible say not to . . . ?" with regard to
social drinking, mixed bathing, the
use of tobacco, dancing, immodest
attire, ad infinitum. But what prompts
such a question, anyway?

Let me suggest that it is a failure to
strive to be perfect in Christ. Jesus
commanded, "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). Paul
advised the church at Colosse of
Epaphras' prayer "that ye may stand
perfect and complete in all the will of
God" (Col. 4:12). Hence we see that
Christians are to be perfect.

But what is involved in being
perfect? W. E. Vine, in his Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words,
Vol. 3, pp. 173-174, defines "perfect"
as "having reached its end, finished,
complete, perfect." As it relates to
persons Vine says, "(a) full grown, of
full age, adult, mature; (b) complete".
Thus we are not talking about sinless
perfection. Christ only was perfect in
that sense (confer 1 Pet. 2:22; Heb.
4:15). A Christian cannot claim to
live above sin for "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us" (1 Jn. 1:8).
Being perfect involves spiritual
growth and maturity; coming to
completeness in Christ. When one
obeys the gospel, he must "As
newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby" (1 Pet. 2:2). We are to "grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet.
3:18a). A very real, and I might add,
critical problem in the lives of far too
many professed Christians is a failure
to grow to maturity and completeness.
Although many have obeyed the "first
principles," they have not done
anything further to promote growth
and development. Having merely
gone through a form of obedience
with a consequent failure to feed upon
and drink from God's word, they are
suffering from spiritual malnutrition
and retardation.

The Hebrew writer dealt with this
very problem. Notice it: "For when
for the time ye ought to be teachers,
ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the

 oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For
every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness; for he is a babe. But
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Heb. 5:12-14). This is a good
commentary on the condition of so many in the church today. Many need to be retaught
the first principles. They are spiritual infants. They are not able to discern (differentiate)
between good and evil because of a failure to exercise their senses. Notice that those
who are able to eat strong meat are said to be "of full age." This is from the same Greek
word that is translated "perfect" in Matt. 5:48 and in Col. 4:12. (Contextually, in Matt.
5:48 Jesus is saying that our love must be perfect or complete, even as the Father's love
is complete; in Col. 4:12, reference is to maturity-see Vine's definition above). Again
we see the problem demonstrated; brethren who are not striving to be perfect (mature,
full grown and complete) in Christ as required by God.

Concerning our question "where does the Bible say not to . . . ?", the Lord did not list
everything that was good and everything that was evil. No book could contain such.
Imagine the difficulty and confusion that would have existed for first and second
century man, etc., if the Lard had included in the Bible every specific evil that applies
to twentieth century man, so many of which would have been unknown to the earlier
centuries, and vice versa. The Lord laid down principles which must govern the lives
of Christians. This requires us to exercise our senses. Unfortunately, far too many do not
want to be governed and/or are opposed to spiritual exercise (with the possible
exception being that of jumping to conclusions). Being carnally minded and not minding
the things of the spirit, they are calling good evil and evil good. When challenged
concerning their involvement in activities condemned by Bible principles, the major
thrust of their defense is the timeworn question, "Well, where does the Bible say not to
. . . ?" Isaiah had to deal with this problem in his day. Consider what he had to say.
"Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light
for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" (Isa. 5:20-emph. mine, lpa).
According to the apostle Paul in Romans 8:6-9, if we are in the flesh we cannot please
God. If we do not possess the spirit of Christ we are none of his regardless of what we
may think or what we may claim!

Let each of us be full grown, of full age, adult, mature, complete, in. Christ Jesus. Let
us be new creatures in Christ (Cf. Eph. 4:17-25). Let us mortify, or put to death, the
deeds of the flesh, the old man with his deeds, and put on the new man (Cf. Col.
3:5-10). After primary obedience to the gospel, let us strive to walk in "newness of life"
(Rom. 6:4). God's word reveals that our character must be transformed. What we are
must be different from what we were. Our nature must be consistent with the nature of
Christ. When we appropriate the truths of God's word unto ourselves, our character will
be changed from the carnal man to the spiritual man. As a consequence our conduct, our
doing will be changed. We will seek to follow Christ in all things. We will submit our
will to the will of Him who died for us. We will not seek to justify our practices by what
the Bible does not say, but rather, we will learn and apply these Bible principles to our
lives so as to be in harmony with God's will as revealed in His word, whether it be
precept or principle. Brethren, let us be perfect! - **** Truth Magazine XIX: 46, pp.
727-728, October 2, 1975****


