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Growth - Some Things It Involves- by Ken Weliever ,
Louisville, Kentucky 

There are many terms in the New
Testament to describe the
Christian. He is a disciple, a child
of God, a brother or sister, a
branch, a sheep, a lively stone, a
believer, a light, leaven, a
watchman, a sower, a soldier, and
even a saint. All of these
expressions reflect some quality or
characteristic that should identify a
Christian. From the standpoint of
the new birth, a new Christian is a
babe in Christ as the following
passages indicate. "For everyone
that useth milk is unskillful in the
word of righteousness: for he is a
babe" (Heb. 5:13). "As new born
babes desire the sincere milk of the
word that ye may grow thereby" (1
Pet. 2:2). "But we were gentle
among you, even as a nurse
cheriseth her children" (1 Thess.
2:17).
The Christian is like an infant that

is weak, young, inexperienced, but
growing through the nourishment
of milk. Just as we see growth in
the physical development of a baby
that becomes a toddler, then a

preschooler, then grows to
childhood, adolescence, and
adulthood, we should witness
Christians experiencing growth.
But what are some things that
growth involves?

Growth Involves Change
Infants seem to change almost

daily right before our very eyes.
There is a change in their physical
appearance, eating habits, moods
and abilities. Our hearts are
touched by children whose growth
is retarded. We know this is not
natural. We expect our children to
grow, and this involves changes.
As a Christian grows, he also

changes. His new birth brought
about a change of relationship from
serving Satan to serving Jesus
Christ (Rom. 6:17-18). He then
begins to change his attitudes (1
Cor. 13:11) and his actions (Eph.
5:22-24). His faith grows (2 Thess.
1:3). Growth also brings about a
change in knowledge and
understanding. The Hebrews were
rebuked because they had not
grown as they ought to have grown

(5:12-14).
As a church grows, it will also

change. There is change in
leadership as individuals develop
in this capacity and desire the work
of a bishop (1 Tim. 3:1). As a
church grows and changes it
abounds in love, develops in
knowledge and displays a keen
insight into the needs of its
members and those in the
community who are lost in sin
(Phil. 1:9-11). And while the
gospel certainly does not change,
the means and methods of
presenting the gospel will change
as a church grows. Improvement in
Bible class teaching, use of radio
and television, the printed page,
audio tapes, video tapes and
computers, all reflect a change in
methods in presenting and
preaching the old Jerusalem
gospel. Many brethren are slow to
change, but change in the right
ways reflects growth.

Growth Involves Challenges
Are there challenges as children

grow to maturity? Are there
challenges in dealing with four and
five year olds? Twelve year olds?
Teenagers? What's the answer?
Just keep them babies? Obviously
not. Growth brings on challenges.
Spiritual growth involves

challenges. The five talent man in
Matthew 25 had more respon-
sibility than the one or two talent
man. He also had a greater

challenge. Growth doesn't mean
that life gets easier; the challenges
just get bigger, but the rewards are
better! Eating meat is harder than
drinking milk.
Remember when the children of

Israel crossed from one side of the
Red Sea to the other? When they
changed sides, they became free,
but they had new challenges to
face in the wilderness. Some cried,
"Let's go back to Egypt! Back to
the flesh pots!" May we learn from
them and not yearn. to return to the
days of slavery. Growth means
marching forward and meeting
every challenge.

Growth Involves Pain
What child has not experienced

pain in growing up? A baby tries to
walk, but falls down and skins its
knee. Does the parent say, "I don't
want my baby's knees skinned, so
I'm not going to let him walk."
Children get their share of bumps
and bruises while learning to swing
or ride a bike, but it's part of
growth.
Spiritual growth may also involve

some pain. Hebrews 5:14 teaches
that we must exercise our senses in
order to discern both good and evil.
The word "exercise" refers to the
rigorous training and discipline of
the body in which Greek youths
engaged. The apostle Paul said
such exercise had some profit, but
it is limited in time and in results.
Spiritual training develops the



whole man in body, mind and
spirit and will not only affect time,
but eternity as well (1 Tim. 6:8).
Paul also said that he had to beat or
bruise his body into shape so that
he might not be disqualified from
the Christian race (1 Cor.
9:24-27). Someone has said,
"There is no gain without pain and
no victory without struggle." This
is true physically; it is true
spiritually. 

Growth Involves Joy
Is there any joy in a parent whose

children have grown up and
become successful in life? We take
justifiable pride in seeing our
children grow in body and in mind.
It's exciting to see them learn new
things and develop new skills.
Likewise, spiritual growth is

joyous! The apostle John said, "I
have no greater joy than to hear my
children walk in truth" (3 Jn. 4).
Eighteen times in the short book of
Philippians, Paul speaks of his joy
or that of his growing brethren at
Philippi. There is joy in a growing
faith that walks in the truth of God!
There is joy in serving Christ!
There is joy in seeing a babe in
Christ grow and develop into a
mature, full grown spiritual man or
woman. There is joy when we
overcome and out grow our
childish thoughts, actions and
manners! Remember, happiness
comes not to those who wait, but to
those who create. You must grow.

Conclusion
Goldsmith once wrote, "People

seldom improve when they have no
other model but themselves to
pattern after." We have Christ as
our model and example. Thus we
cannot be content to dwell in the
mists of the valley of Hinnom,
when the mount of Transfiguration
awaits! Let us "grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18).
**** Via - Guardian of Truth
XXXII: 12, pp. 370-371, June 16,
1988 ****

Bible Basics: The Constant
Struggle - by  Earl Robertson

Tompkinsville, KY 
Peter wrote, "Ye therefore,

beloved, seeing ye know these
things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of
the wicked, fall from your own
steadfastness. But grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet.
3:17, 18a). These two verses stress
the tremendous conflict between
truth and error, right and wrong,
salvation and damnation.
The apostle having written to

them makes them without excuse
for sin. Seeing ye know these
things assures the availability of
the evidence. Peter was aware that
the testimony was in their hand.
From this evidence, they could
know the truth. Truth can be
understood and known. Peter says

 they "know" these things. Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). Knowing the truth should cause
these Christians to be on guard. They are told to "beware"; they must not
take chances with their priceless possessions. If they intend to keep their
souls safely they must be on guard, discerning the distinct difference
between bright truth and insidious error. Peter distinctly stresses the fact
of the possibility of apostasy, saying, "being led away with error." What
power Satan has! "Being led" is passive in voice, showing what the devil
can do with an unguarded soul. The devil knows God's truth saves sinners
and causes saints to grow (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:21; 1 Pet. 2:2), so his
objective is to lead us away from God by leading us away from the truth.
He does this with error. The devil has his own messengers constantly
peddling his own lies, but calling such truth (John 8:44; 2 Cor.
11:13-15). Silly saints fall from their steadfastness by allowing Satan to
so use them. It is high time that all who wear the name of Christ wake up
(Rom. 13:11).
Peter emphasizes the antithetical behavior demanded in apostolic

doctrine for all saints: "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord . . . ." This is the secret for victory. You must decide your life and
destiny! Grow in God's favor and knowledge of Jesus. Learning and then
practicing what you know is the way this is done. It is the whole process
of Christianity; it is the constant move in the right direction (Col. 3:17).
**** Via  Guardian of Truth XXV: 10, p. 146 March 5, 1981 ****


