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Personal Sacrifice by Members - by Henry Kirkland Dillard,
Oregon

David was the type and father of
Christ according to the flesh. He was
called a man after God's own heart
(Acts 13:22). All are aware that he
was not sinless by any means; still he
radiates the basic principles necessary
for the true servant in all ages. This is
most certainly true in the matter of
personal sacrifice.
Once David sinned by counting

Israel and God sent a plague on the
nation. When David repented of his
evil, God ordered him to sacrifice at
the threshing floor of Onan the
Jebusite (1 Chronicles 21). Onan was
a generous man and wanted to give
David the threshing floor and the
oxen for the sacrifice, but David
refused saying: "but I will verily buy
it for the full price: for I will not take
that which is shine for the Lord, nor
offer burnt offerings without cost" (I
Chron. 21:24). In these words we
find demonstrated at least two basic
principles upon which personal
sacrifice to the Lord must rest to be
acceptable:
1. David shows a personal sacrifice

is necessary to one's salvation. With
this the apostle Paul agreed in these
words: "But let every man prove his

own work, and then shall he have
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in
another. For every man shall bear his
own burden" (Gal. 6:4). A great many
are always glad for somebody else to
make personal sacrifices but are not
ready or willing to do so themselves.
It is fine for some to support
themselves while preaching the
Gospel but a great many members
will not miss one small luxury, nor
will they sacrifice one minute of their
"free time" in the service of the Lord.
Unlike David they are happy to take
that which belongs to another and
"offer it unto the Lord."
It is fine for gospel preachers to

move every time a contentious or
cantankerous person pitches a fit but
not many will make the personal
sacrifice of moving themselves for the
Gospel's sake. Neither will some
endure the slightest discomfort so the
Lord's money can be used to support
Gospel preaching. When members
learn the necessity of personal
sacrifice and what it constitutes, they
will give out of their very living, as
did the widow Christ blessed. When
members are willing to sacrifice some
of their personal pleasures and leisure

for the cause of Christ we shall see
the cause bloom like an irrigated
desert! Emphasizing personal
consecration Jesus said, "He that
findeth his life shall lose it; and he
that loseth his life for my sake shall
find it" (Matt. 10:39). Since the time
of Abel God has required a personal
sacrifice of each man's most valuable
possessions and not even the poorest
servant of God has been exempted. In
like manner God refuses to take that
which is worthless or belongs to
another. All need to learn this is true
for us today as it was for David. Now
let us consider the second basic
principle underlying David's sacrifice
at Onan's threshing floor:
2. David shows a sacrifice must cost

the offerer something. David was
unwilling to offer that which cost him
nothing, for it is not the greatness of
the cost but the proportion of the gift
to the givers ability that counts. The
widow's mite came from her "very
living"` and so it cost her greatly.
Those who claim to serve the Lord
must see clearly that it is impossible
to serve God by offering services or
sacrifices that cost them nothing.
Those whose prime concern is for
themselves will not go out of their
way to serve God but will seek the
easiest and least expensive way to
offer their service in the name of
religion. People must learn that
services offered which cost them
nothing are worth nothing. Attempts
to offer such only add sin to
ingratitude as God showed concerning
ancient Israel in the time of Malachi.
"And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice

is it not evil? And if ye offer the lame
and sick is it not evil?" (Malachi
1:8).
Present day appeals to lack of

personal sacrifice reveal the true spirit
behind many of the present
promotions in evangelism and
benevolence. Brethren appeal to the
idea of giving out of abundance with
no loss of luxuries. Some believe they
may sit back in luxury and brag about
what "WE" are doing in the fields of
evangelism and benevolence while
they are actually charter members of
the "7c a week club;' (I called them
24-50c a week club long before their
own survey revealed it was only 7c a
week HAK). Practically all of the
Human Institutions today find their
chief supporters among those who
would offer that which costs them
nothing in "sacrifice to the Lord." It
costs nothing to give 50c a week to
"support" an "orphan" in some
Human Institution. It costs nothing to
give a few dollars to a "campaign for
Christ" or some other big promotion
that thrives on a little from the many.
It costs nothing to go to worship one
or two hours a week for there is an
abundance of time left to "enjoy life"
since most do not study or teach
anyone else. With such sacrifices God
cannot be pleased and those who are
truly "men after God own heart"
would be ashamed to offer such.
Brethren, learn God requires a

PERSONAL SACRIFICE of that
WHICH BELONGS TO YOU. He
requires your whole body as a "living
sacrifice" (Rom.12:1). He requires
Y O U R  T I M E  a n d  Y O U R



POSSESSIONS that you call your
own. When individuals learn these
lessons we shall find even in great
poverty abundant support for the truth
and the care of the needy, as
Macedonia proves still (2 Cor. 8:1
ff). When we find personal sacrifices
based upon the spirit and principles of
David, there we shall find the Lord's
cause safe, secure and growing.
Where we find men and women
glorying in Human Institutions and
activities satisfying the flesh we may
find worldly growth but there will be
little personal sacrifice for all will be
serving the God of collectivism and
promotionalism which live and thrive
in the soil of little, if any, personal
sacrifice! ---- Via TRUTH
MAGAZINE X: 2, pp. 18-19
November 1965

Romans 12-13: "Present
Your Bodies A Living

Sacrifice" - by Dee Bowman Deer

Park, Texas 

The epistle to the Romans is one of
the most enlightening books in the
Bible. It is demanding, practical, and
by its very design makes confidence
and encouragement possible for every
Christian in every age. The book has
a basic two-fold goal. First, it brings
all men under the condemnation of sin
(3:10; 3:23). Secondly, it gives all
men the assurance that they can be
saved from such sin by obedience to
the gospel of Christ which is
described in Paul's thematic (1:16) as
"the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew
first and also to the Greek." The entire

process is viewed in miniature in 6:23
where Paul says, "the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
The twelfth and thirteenth

chapters of this great discourse
constitute the most practical part of
the entire treatise, citing those things
which comprise the obligations and
responsibilities which pertain to the
individual disposed to giving himself
as a living sacrifice unto God. In these
chapters, it becomes obvious that the
entire relationship between God and
man is not at all national, nor does it
have anything to do with genealogy,
but is a very personal matter between
the individual and God. Paul affirms
such in 2:6 when he says that God
"will render to every man according
to his deeds . . . ." In this same
connection, he declares vehemently in
verse 11 that, "there is no respect of
persons with God."
The axis on which the context of our

study turns is found in the first verses
of chapter 12. "1 beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this
world, but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and
acceptable and perfect will of God."
In the following two chapters are to
be found a number of timely
admonitions which pertain to the
giving of oneself a such a living
sacrifice unto God.
At the outset we observe the function

 of the individual in this most practical advice. Paul indicates that a man is capable of
the presentation of his body in sacrifice to God by the mere fact that he enjoins its doing.
It is not a matter of coercion, nor is it the action of some automaton performing by some
sort of law of necessity, but a predetermined, purposeful, and very personal voluntary
process. Every person must present his own body (cf. Rom. 6:17), for the assignment
can be carried out no other way.

Such service is reasonable. It is reasonable because of the case Paul has so carefully
prosecuted to this point. Its assignment comes as a direct result of the foregoing
information concerning salvation. Since God has concluded the Gentile under sin
because of his disdain for the law (Chapter 1), and since he has likewise pronounced
the Jew guilty because of his disregard for the law (Chapter 2), and since he has shown
both the possibility of justification by obedience to the faith of the gospel (Chapter 5,
following), it is only sensible or reasonable that each person present his body as a living
and active offering to God Almighty.

Such a presentation is accomplished by a transformation from the world. The process
is described in both positive and negative terms. First, "be not conformed (fashioned)
according to this world." Positively, be rather "transformed." This action is again
sensible and requires the "renewing of your mind," which implies a change in the
"morph" or the essential part of man. All such action is an effort to "prove" the word of
God. The term "prove" is an assayers' term used to describe the action of ascertaining
the genuineness of metals, and is here used in the sense of testing and trying to deduce
the pure truth. The responsibility of presenting one's body as an active sacrifice to God
is the most serious action if life. It means that one's love for God is so intense that he
offers himself entirely to God. In doing so, he completely releases himself without
reservation to the doing of the bidding of God regardless of consequences. As such a
devotee, he rids himself of his own selfish intentions and purposes and bows his entire
being in meek submission to God. Let there be no mistake about it, to offer oneself as
a living sacrifice to God, holy, acceptable is not a flippant or trivial act, but a mature,
deliberate and serious pledge of total allegiance to the Sovereign of us all. (***
Continued In Next Weeks Bulletin ***)


