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Spiritual Growth - by Ron Halbrook 
“For all have sinned, and come

short of the glory of God,” which
separates us from God (Rom.
3:23). Our only hope for
reconciliation to God is through
“the precious blood of Christ” who
died as the perfect sacrifice for sin
(1 Pet. 1:18-19). Until we turn to
Christ, we remain “dead in
trespasses and sins,” destined to
face God’s wrath in eternal torment
(Eph. 2:1-3). The man who thinks
he can draw closer to God while
living in sin deceives himself.
Spiritual growth begins with a

spiritual rebirth. Sinners are “born
again” and purify their souls “in
obeying the truth” (1 Pet. 1:22-23).
This happens when they believe in
Christ, repent of their sins, confess
the deity of Christ, and submit to
immersion in water. Since we
reach the atoning blood of Christ
when we are baptized, the Bible
says that “baptism doth also now
save us” (1 Pet. 3:21). At that
moment, we become new creatures
in Christ and begin to grow
spiritually “as newborn babes” (1
Pet. 2:2).

Spiritual growth is an ongoing
process. Those who “grow in the
grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” are
“partakers of the divine nature” (2
Pet. 3:18; 1:4). Such growth is a
struggle requiring dedication and
sacrifice — “giving all diligence.”
Faith in Christ is the foundation for
growth in the character traits listed
below (2 Pet. 1:5-7).
Virtue is moral courage, the

determination to do what is right at
all costs. Knowledge is the true
knowledge of God and his will
which we learn from his Word and
incorporate into our lives.
Temperance is self-control,
self-discipline, and self-sacrifice,
bringing our will into submission
to God’s will. Patience is
endurance, staying power,
sticking-with-it. Godliness is an
active reverence toward God, a life
of reverential obedience to him in
all things. Brotherly kindness is the
genuine, warm concern, courtesy,
and consideration shared in a
family — in this case, the family of
God. Charity is an active love

which seeks the welfare and good
of others, rather than being wholly
absorbed with self.
Spiritual growth requires resisting

the sinful desires of the flesh. We
must learn to live “as obedient
children, not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in
your ignorance” and we must
“abstain from fleshly lusts, which
war against the soul” (1 Pet. 1:14;
2:11). As partakers of the holiness
of God, God’s people do not
participate in such things as sexual
i m m o r a l i t y ,  p r o f a n i t y ,
pornography, gambling, alcohol,
dishonesty, malice, spousal abuse,
immodest dress, dancing, and
lying.
Spiritual growth requires resisting

false doctrine. God often warned of
“false prophets” and “false
teachers” who promise greater
“liberty” but lead men into
bondage to sin (2 Pet. 2). Many
souls are misled by evolution and
modernism which deny the Bible
account of creation and other Bible
miracles. Moral relativism denies
the moral absolutes of Scripture,
making every man a law unto
himself. Multitudes are deceived
by the liberal philosophy that
allows men to replace Bible
teaching with their own theories on
feminism, homosexuals, and
unscriptura l  d ivorce and
remarriage. Denominationalism
deludes men with human doctrines

and practices (names like
Methodist and Mormon, sprinkling
for baptism, instrumental music in
worship, etc.).
Those who grow in Christ will

r e c e i v e  “ a n  i n h e r i t a n c e
incorruptible and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4).  - 
3505 Horse Run Ct., Shepherdsville,
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Endurance Of Adversity -
By Mike Willis, Bowling Green,Ky 

Sometimes Christians expect that
life will always be pleasant. We
should not become pessimistic and
one with a bad attitude toward life.
However, we are realistic.
Adversities come into the lives of
all mankind.
We should not be like those who

become unrealistic in their
"Positive mental attitude"
approach. When five inches of rain
has already fallen, the weatherman
is predicting that the present rain
will continue for two or three more
days, the basement is flooding, and
the rain presently is coming down
in sheets, there is no need for me
pasting a smile on my face,
grinning fro ear to ear, and saying,
"What a lovely day we are
having!"
We wish that we could always

live on the mountain tops.
However, the would be no



mountain tops were there no
valleys, and every individual mus
walk through the valleys. We are
sometimes persuaded that
Christianity is to be equated with
l iv ing on  the  mounta in
tops--smiles, cheery disposition
everything going the way we
dream it should, etc. Unfortunately
that unrealistic.
Adversities come in life. Every

family faces such things as
illnesses, deaths, loss of friends,
loss of jobs, bills, and other
unpleasant experiences associated
with living. To face and overcome
these problems of life, a Christian
needs to have "patience."

Patience Is Endurance
When we read that the Christian

should add "Patience" to his faith
(2 Pet. 1:6), some think of patience
as the ability to control one's
tongue when he hits his fingernail
with a hammer. The character trait
involves much more than this.
"Patience" (hupomone) means "the
characteristic of a man who is
unswerved from his deliberate
purpose and his loyalty to faith and
piety by even the greatest trials and
sufferings" (Thayer, Greek-English
Lexicon p. 644).
In Romans 5:34, Paul wrote, we

glory in tribulations also; knowing
that tribulation worketh patience;
and patience, experience; and
experience hope . . . ." James
added, "Knowing this, that the

trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her
perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting
nothing" (Jas. 1:34). Tribulations
and the trying of one's faith
produce the trait of "patience" or
endurance and steadfastness.
It is true that prosperity has its

own peril, and makes its own
demands on the human spirit. But
when the sky is clear above us,
when loving friends stand round us
with protecting care, when
privileges abound on every side, it
is comparatively easy to maintain
an equable and obedient mind. We
can row with the stream and sail
with the favouring wind. But the
hour must come to us that comes to
all in time, when we have to face
difficulty, or to bear obloquy, or to
sustain heavy loss, or to go on out
way with a lonely heart, or to
suffer some keen and all but
crushing disappointment (Pulpit
Commentary, Vol. 9, p. 475).
When such an adversity comes,

one's patience is tested. Will the
Christi maintain his faith in God?
Will he continue to worship God?
Will he maintain his moral purity?
Will he continue in prayer?

Adversity Displays One's
Strength

The proverb says, "If thou faint in
the day of adversity, thy strength
small" (Prov. 24: 10). The day of
adversity displays whether a

 person is strong or weak in faith. You will be tested, the same as the rest
of us. Will yo faith sustain you in the crises of life?
In the hour of adversity, one must draw on the past reservoirs for faith.

In the hour of trial, one does not have time to build up his faith. He draws
from what he already has. That is why one must constantly be growing in
faith--to be prepared when the trial comes. Every Christian needs to be
studying the word of God, drawing close to God in prayer, bringing every
relationship of his life in harmony with God's will, and eradicating every
sinful thought and deed from his life. By doing so, he is building his faith.
When the adversity comes for such a person, he will find the strength to
overcome the temptation and tribulation.
There are those Christians who are not redeeming the time in growing

as they should as Christians. They do not read their Bibles, pray, visit the
sick, try to teach the lost, or otherwise grow in the grace of Christ. Trials
come for these kinds of Christians as well. Frequently, these Christians
forsake the Lord in the hour of trial. We sometimes lament that such
Christians might have been faithful to this day except some tremendous
adversity fell upon them. We should remember that this adversity, which
is common to the lot of all men, simply manifested that their faith was
already weak.

Conclusion
We must all face the adversities of life. Consequently, we must be

developing the perseverance and endurance in our character which will
enable us to remain faithful in the hour of trial. "For ye have need of
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise" (Heb. 10:36) let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us" (Heb. 12:1).

If the hour of trial should come upon you
today, how well would your faith sustain
you? Would your conduct in the hour of trial
simply manifest to the world that you have
not been growing and developing as a
Christian should? Or, would your conduct
demonstrate that you had been applying
yourself diligently in becoming the mature
Christian which God expects us to become?
*** Via - Guardian of Truth XXVIII: 18, pp. 546,
569  September 20, 1984***


