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Successful Christian Living - By Walton Weaver
Someone has well said, "Every one

would be a success if no one had to
work hard to achieve it." Reflecting
upon this statement caused me to be
honest with myself and admit what
should be obvious to all We are
somewhat inclined to want to
succeed, but few of us are really
willing to pay the price it costs to
be successful. It is true that the cost
of anything that is of value--and I
speak not of those things which
money alone will buy. It costs a
number of things, but first and
foremost among all else it costs
HARD WORK.

Freedom
The freedom we enjoy in this

country did not just happen; it came
as a result of many thousands of
brave and dedicated men and
women who first desired to build a
free nation, and, secondly, who
wanted it badly enough that they
were willing to sacrifice much and
WORK HARD in order to succeed
at it. And, of course, it stands
without question that if this
freedom is to continue we must
continue to have even in our day

those who are equally dedicated to
that cause.

The Christian Vocation
We must not deceive ourselves

into believing that success in the
Christian vocation is easily attained.
It is not, nor does Jesus or the
apostles teach that it is. In fact,
Jesus always sought to impress
upon the minds of those whom He
taught how difficult it is to follow
Him faithfully. "For narrow is the
gate, and straitened the way, that
leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it" (Matt. 7:14). The word
"straitened" means difficult or
HARD. We might say, then, that
the way of success is the way that is
HARD, while the way of failure
(the broad way, vs. 13) is the way
of leisure and ease.
Sometimes I find it very difficult

to persuade people to become
Christians NOW while they have
opportunity. Many of them say, "I
want to wait until I know I can live
the Christian life successfully."
Although I know no one should put
off until tomorrow what he can do
today -- and this is especially true in

spiritual matters -- I cannot help but
respect this man's attitude in many
ways. He at least seems to
understand that successful Christian
living is a very difficult thing to
achieve. It requires HARD WORK
and he is not yet ready to put it
forth. Of course, the tragic thing is,
he may never be ready! He needs to
learn that there is never a time in
one's life when he is able to live the
Christian life perfectly. We all fall
short of the ideal. But our failures
contribute to our ultimate success.
No man ever succeeded in anything
without first making mistakes. The
one who does succeed is the one
who profits by them. What is
required in successful Christian
living is simply a right attitude -- a
desire to do right always-and
HARD WORK to achieve it.
Successful Christian living is

much more than being a member of
the Lord's church. True, one who is
in the true church is a Christian, but
this alone does not make him a
successful Christian. A man may
live on a farm and do some farming,
but this does not mean that he is a
successful farmer. A person may be
in the armed Services, and he may
be called a soldier. But it is one
thing to be a soldier and quite
another to be a good one (Cf. 2
Tim. 2: 3-4).
Successful Christian living

requires self-denial (Matt. 16:24;
Lk. 9:57-62; 14:33), a transformed

life (Rom. 12:1-2; Jas. 1: 27), and
a diligent effort to do all that God
requires (Matt. 7:21; Rom.
2:5-10). In view of this, it is evident
that all in the Lord's body are not
succeeding at living the Christian
life, but, then, I suppose, "Everyone
would be a success if no one had to
work hard to achieve it." - **** Via -

TRUTH MAGAZINE XIV: 24, p. 7
April 23, 1970****

The World’s Bible - By
Robertson, John

The Bible reveals the Lord’s
concern of the world’s view of His
church and saints. When the church
and individual saint walks contrary
to God’s revealed standards they
pave the way for the world’s
blasphemy against the Lord and His
doctrine. The Christian ought to be
concerned about what people of the
world think. God’s people can do
one of three things in the public’s
eye. First, they may make manifest
the true church and individual
Christian’s identity in all areas of
life as they are guided by nothing
but the truth. Secondly, they may
make manifest a hypocritical
approach to Christianity through
unauthorized works. Thirdly, the
saint of God may show the world a
spirit of indifference due to their
fear of appearing different. The
church and individual saint will
have much to do with where those
of the world spend their eternity. 

We are the World’s Bible 



We often sing the 1934 song “The
World’s Bible” by J. E. Hamilton.
The song is based on 2 Corinthians
3:2-3 where Paul writes, “Ye are
our epistle, written in our hearts,
known and read of all men; being
made manifest that ye are an epistle
of Christ, ministered by us, written
not with ink, but with the Spirit of
the living God; not in tables of
stone, but in tables that are hearts of
flesh.” As the song goes, “We are
the only Bible the careless world
will read… what if the type is
crooked? What if the print is
blurred?… What if our feet are
walking where sin’s allurement is?
What if our tongues are speaking of
things His life would spurn. How
can we hope to help Him and
welcome His return?” God’s people
are to appear as a literal mirror
image of Jesus Christ and the
revealed church of the New
Testament (Rom. 8:29). Christians
are to be very concerned about the
public’s perception of the church
and what being a saint is all about.
Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hid. Neither do men light a lamp,
and put it under the bushel, but on
the stand; and it shines unto all that
are in the house. Even so let your
light shine before men; that they
may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in
heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16).
When the Christian is careless with

God’s laws and the public’s
perception they can cause the name
of the Lord to be blasphemed.
Unfortunately the world often sees
or hears Christians doing or saying
sinful things and they conclude,
“They are all hypocrites…” or
“That is why I don’t go to church.”
Our actions and language among
those of the world may determine
whether or not that lost soul will
one day be saved.
Public Perception of the Church
When the world sees the church at

work and worship it ought to see
the true “pillar and ground of truth”
(1 Timothy 3:14-15). Churches that
practice unauthorized acts, such as
supporting institutions to do its God
ordained work, cause the Lord’s
name and His doctrine to be
blasphemed. Many churches
sponsor “Christian” rock concerts,
theatrical plays, singles groups,
softball teams, conduct community
services, and food fest for a
“spiritual experience.” When these
unauthorized acts are conducted
they leave the wrong impression
within the minds of the lost and so
they will remain lost. The Lord has
thereby ordained that the church
withdraw from individuals who do
not obey His authorized will. When
the church does so the world will
know that the church does not
condone the unlawful actions of
individuals (see 1 Corinthians
5:1ff; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15).

Confusion and faulty expectations of the church reigns supreme in the
world. Jesus spoke of the world’s confused expectations of his kingdom,
the church, while teaching in the flesh (Matthew 11:11-19; 18:1). Those
who look for things from the church that God does not authorize will only
be disappointed and further confused. False teachers do nothing but
muddy the waters of understanding to the world when they spew out their
contaminated words of error on the subject. Divine revelation plainly
outlines the identity, organization, work, and worship of the church. God
forbid that you or I would give any more fuel to the engine of error that
brings about confusion and faulty expectations of the Lord’s church. (***
Continued In Next weeks Bulletin***) 


