
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403                              

www.winterparkcocnc.com            

Vol. 7, No. 23 Edited by John Cripps September 15th, 2019

Your Preaching Is Offensive To Me (Continued) - by Tom M. Roberts
(Reprinted from Watchman Magazine, June 1998)

God Has Not Spared His Own
People

As disconcerting as it may be, a
diligent reader of the Bible will
recognize that not only has God waged
war against the alien who has given up
the knowledge of God (Rom. 1:18-32),
but He has also waged war against His
rebellious children (Rom. 2:1-3). Any
casual reader of the Old Testament will
quickly note that as soon as Israel
became a nation, it departed into
idolatry at the foot of Sinai. The Jews
fell in the wilderness during the 40
years’ wandering as punishment for
their lack of faith. After the kingdom of
Israel was constituted, many of the
kings were ungodly and led the people
into sin. Even while there were faithful
priests and prophets, there were false
priests and false prophets. Israel went
into captivity to the Assyrians c. 722
B.C. and Judah followed not long after
(606 B.C.). The prophetic office was
raised up, not only to speak God’s mind
in revelation of law, but also to reprove
and rebuke the oft-rebellious nation.
God fought his people, slaying them
with sword, famine, pestilence and
captivity. Jews killed Jews. Prophets
rained down curses on the heads of the
people. As the prophets stated “Hear the
word of the Lord” countless times, the

message was often one of
condemnation, censure and damnation.
Ezekiel was to have a forehead “harder
than adamant stone” (3:19) because he
had to preach to a hard-headed people.
Surely, they were offended at Ezekiel,
as they were at all the faithful prophets
of God who spoke as God commanded
them to speak.
All of this is revealed for a reason!
Sin Is An Affront To God’s Holiness
We need to be reminded that God is a

holy God, a God of sanctification.
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isa.
6:3); “I am the Lord, your holy one, the
Creator of Israel, your King” (Isa.
43:15). In God’s service, we are to be a
sanctified people. Even one of the
names we wear is that of “saint”
(sanctified one). In the Old Testament:
“So you shall put them on Aaron your
brother and on his sons with him. You
shall anoint them, consecrate them, and
sanctify them, that they may minister to
Me as priests” (Ex. 28:41). In the New
Testament: “Sanctify them in the truth;
thy word is truth” (Jn. 17:17); “...just as
Christ also loved the church and gave
himself for it, that he might sanctify it
and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word...” (Eph.5:25-26);
“Therefore if any-one cleanses himself

from the latter, he will be a vessel for
honor, sanctified and useful for the
Master, prepared for every good work”
(2 Tim. 21:21).
God hates Sin! “Through thy precepts

I get understanding; therefore I hate
every false way” (Ps. 119:104). “Hate
evil; love good” (Amos 5:15); “Thou
hast loved righteousness and hated
iniquity” (Heb. 1:9).
And sin is not more palatable to God

among Christians than it is among
aliens, pagans, and sectarians. We fool
ourselves if we think we can sin with
impunity, simply because we are the
children of God.

Why should Truth Offend God’s
People?

The fact that the Pharisees were
offended at Jesus’ teaching (Mt. 15:12)
is completely understandable: the Jews
hated Jesus because they had taken on
the characteristics of darkness. They
hated the light of truth which he shed
upon their actions and doctrines, they
did not want their practices opened and
their hypocrisy exposed.
What this tells us is significant. God’s

people, who get caught up in sin and
become impenitent, will hate the truth
just like those outside the body of
Christ. One does not have to be a liquor
dealer, a pornographer, a fornicator to
hate truth. One does not have to be a
sectarian in practice; he can be a
sectarian at heart and yet hate the truth.
This is the reason that people in the
Lord’s church sometimes hate truth and
truth-tellers just as vehemently and
violently as those outside the church.

“Truth Doesn’t Offend; You
Offend!”

“But,” we are told, “I don’t hate the
truth. The way you present it offends

me.”
The charge is often made that some

preachers are “offensive” in the sense of
“displeasing, annoying,” rather than
“serving as a means of attack” (Funk &
Wagnalls Std. Dict.). It is implied that
there is a better way to preach the truth
than what is being done. Some are too
hard, too harsh. They are not loving
enough, kind enough, sweet tempered
enough. Some, we are told, are too
quick to jump, rash, head-strong and
divisive. Some have accused others of
“turning off a whole generation of
young preachers” because of being too
hard in presentation. One brother even
raised the question of whether or not
these hard preachers are driving good
men away from the truth by
“manufacturing enemies out of friends.”
We are told that “much is lost and
nothing gained by making war against
those who are not the ‘real enemy’.”
It does not take much humility to

admit that poor judgment is sometimes
employed by preachers in their zeal to
fight the enemy. It must be admitted
that the ranks of gospel preachers are
known to include a few hypocrites,
ne’er- do-wells, incompetent and inept
men who ought to be tending store
somewhere instead of preaching.
However, I would suppose that these
kinds of flaws characterize the ranks of
those who are “offended” as well as
those who “offend.” Or must we believe
that those who are “offended” are all
enlightened, wise, cautious, always
sweet-tempered and paragons of virtue?
We are more than a little tired of the
moral superiority of some who claim to
have cornered the market on civility and
kindness, even while accusing others, in
the sweetest tones, of being



“brotherhood watchdogs,” “journalistic
jingoists,” “vultures,” who are looking
for “carrion,” “guilty of spiritual
murder,” and who are “dividing the
Lord’s army.” Is all this not offensive?
Is poor judgment only one-sided?
We should all agree that it is wrong,

even sinful, to wilfully offend a brother.
We are told: to “maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph.
4:3). “Pursue peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no one will see
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). “If it is
possible, as much as depends on you,
live peaceably with all men” (Rom.
12:18). Brethren, these passages are not
optional! They are as essential as the
plan of salvation.
We should all agree that our

presentation of truth should be as wise
as possible. The holy message of
salvation should be treated with the
respect due it: the word of God. Yet,
even with the best of motives, the wisest
of actions and the best choice of words,
truth will offend those in sin, both
within and without the church.

But what is offensive today?
Was Elijah offensive on Mt. Carmel

when he taunted the prophets of Baal?
Was Isaiah offensive when he jabbed
the makers of idols with the irony of
cutting down a tree and making an idol
with part of it while cooking their food
with another part? Was Nehemiah
offensive when he “contended with
them and cursed them, struck some of
them and pulled out their hair” (13:25)?
Was John the Baptist offensive when he
delivered public rebuke to Herod and
Herodias for their adulterous marriage?
Was Paul offensive when he said of the
Circumcision: “I could wish that those
who trouble you would even cut

themselves off!” (Gal. 5:12). These
kinds of examples can be multiplied
throughout the scriptures. Are we being
too easily offended today? Was Jesus
wrong when he “offended” the
Pharisees?

The Real Issue
While truly seeking to avoid being

offensive to good brethren, truth must
yet be presented. And to those who are
in the process of going into error or
holding to error on fellowship (unity
indiversity), there is absolutely no way
to preach the truth while failing to
offend you.
• It is a fact that some have sought

publicly, diligently, and over a period
of years, to promote fellowship with
error on adulterous marriages. Our
preaching is going to offend you.

• It is a fact that some have insisted
that we have fellowship with those
who teach this error. Our preaching is
going to offend you.

• It is a fact that articles have been
written (and now put into tract form)
that promote fellowship with
differences of “considerable moral
and doctrinal differences.” This is an
open invitation to a wider application
of unity in diversity. Our preaching is
going to offend you.

• It is a fact that some are broadening
fellowship to include issues about
drinking, gambling and immodesty,
as well as instrumental music,
premillennialism and sectarianism.
Our preaching is going to offend you.

• It is a fact that nearly all efforts to
meet and discuss these matters have
been denied by those who continue to
push and promote error. Our
preaching is going to offend you.

• It is a fact that invitations to debate

 this issue have been universally denied. Our preaching is going to offend you.
The Purpose of Preaching

Knowing in advance that gospel preaching is going to offend those in error, let us
emphasize that the purpose of preaching is not to offend. The purpose of gospel
preaching is to bring men face to face with the word of God. The message of the cross
to those in sin is “repent.” Jesus himself said “For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved” (Jn.
3:17). Even so, to the disciples, Jesus said, “All of you will be offended because of me
this night...” (Mk. 14:27). Jesus could not do the Father’s will and fail to offend the
Pharisees, and even his apostles.

A true disciple never preaches to offend. But a true disciple must be ready for the truth
to offend, if need be. If the truth offends you, you must repent. Faithful preachers will
not temper their message to salve the feelings of sinners, however close and fraternal
they may be. As one who has been accused of giving offense, I have the responsibility
to watch myself, my attitudes, my motives. As Peter stated: “But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense for the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers,
those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed” 1 Pet. 3:15-16).

A Final Suggestion
To those who register a complaint that our preaching is too plain, too harsh, (in a word)

too offensive, let me ask something of you. Since you say that you are preaching the
same truth that we preach but we are faulty in our approach, and you can do it better,
why not get at it? Where are the public teachings from these men that bring adulterous
marriages before the bar of God’s justice? Where are the places where the “same truth
that we teach” about fellowship with sin is being clearly declared? Where are the
sermons that are showing the error of unity in diversity? Where are the sermons being
taught that are saying the same truth that we are saying, but doing it in a better way?
Some have expressed a willingness to debate Romans 14 and Fellowship (though none
have signed a debate proposition yet). If we are teaching the same truth on fellowship
with sin, why do you want to debate us? If we are teaching the same truth (only we are
not doing it as well as you are able), why is it that more and more compromising
preachers are looking to you as champions of their cause? When some want to have
fellowship with gamblers, immodest dress advocates, adulterous marriages, social
drinkers, loose doctrinal positions, etc., etc., why is it that they look to you as ones who
defend their positions?

The truth of the matter is that style and form of preaching is not the issue. If there is
room in the Lord’s church for all kinds of methods of preaching (and there is), why is
the “watchman” method (a Biblical approach: Isa.52:7; Rom. 10:14-15) not acceptable?
What needs to be stressed is that a compromising spirit has affected many who actually
object to truth being taught. When it is taught, they are offended and cry “Peace, peace,
when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). However, there are still men who have the attitude
of Isaiah: “For Zion’s sake, I will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not
rest...” (62:1).  If you had lived in Jesus’ time of earthly ministry, would His message
have offended you, as it did the Pharisees?

“The Truth Is Rarely Pure, and never simple”
Oscar Wilde 16 October 1854 – 30 November 1900 


