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The Motor is Running, - But Brethren are in Neutral - by

Dennis Reed
Just about my first memories of the

term “neutral” was that it had to do
with placing the gear shift on the
Model “A” Ford in a position where
you could release the clutch when the
motor was running (we called them
motors - not engines, as in “Ford
Motor Company”). When you were in
“neutral”, there was no movement of
the car - it was just a “do nothing”
position. You also had to remember,
when parking your car on an incline,
that it would surely roll backward or
forward if you left the gear shift in
“neutral”. Neutral simply meant that
you were not in gear - you had no
influence whatever on the motion of
the car!
I am seriously afraid that a lot of our

brethren today are determined to
operate in “neutral”! They don’t want
to make any distinction between a
false teacher and a sound teacher.
They don’t want to take a position on
fellowship which would make a
distinction between darkness and
light, between truth and error, or
between sinfulness and righteousness
- they simply want to smile and stay
“neutral”. For years we have been
trying to tell them that neutral (no

position) is an open stand for the
Devil - but they simply smile and go
about their merry way being perfectly
satisfied with staying in “neutral” -
not really standing for anything and
not really standing against anything!
These brethren are about as useless to
the cause of Christ as a Model “A”
crank is to a new Ford automobile!
These brethren want to be identified

with the “it just doesn’t really matter”
philosophy which is being openly
advocated by so many brethren today!
With the neutral position, they never
have to open their Bibles to give an
answer to anyone (1 Peter 3:15), and
with their “accept and respect the
diverse beliefs” of all brethren (Isaiah
30:8-14), they never have to get any
deeper than “y’all be good now” in
spiritual matters. They sometimes
venture to say that they just want to
be “middle of the road” brethren! But
most of us were able to figure out a
long time ago that there is nothing in
the middle of the road except a yellow
stripe and dead armadillos! And if
you lie down on that yellow stripe in
the middle of the road, it may just
come off on your back! Where I was
reared, out in West Texas, it was said

that a fellow who wouldn’t stand up
for anything was nothing more than a
coward who had a yellow stripe down
his back! You ask these brethren to
openly discuss scriptural matters, my
friend you just as well save your
breath to cool your coffee! You ask
them to openly debate these issues,
surely you have heard the sound of
“silence” before! Possibly we just
don’t seem to get the picture -
“neutral” means that you don’t have a
position, you don’t have any real
convictions, you don’t really have any
serious conscience development - you
just don’t stand for anything and you
ultimately fall for just about
everything! Your motor is running but
you are not in gear. The lights are on,
but nobody is at home! What a sad
picture this is for God fearing, Bible
respecting, and righteous living
brethren, who have the courage to
stand up and be counted - and who
have the courage to be seen as lights
in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation.
But the “neutral” folks seem to be

the ones that so many of our brethren
are considering as being the leaders of
the church in the future! Wow! Here
are folks in “neutral”, just sitting there
with their motor running, who won’t
really take a stand for or against
anything - and they are going to be
the future of the Lord’s church! Talk
about a frightening thought! But as
difficult as that is to comprehend, this
is undoubtedly the direction in which
the majority of our brethren are being
blindly led. Great numbers of brethren
are sitting like baby birds in a nest -

their eyes closed and their mouths
wide open - just waiting for the next
“neutral” thought that someone is
going to feed them.
We now have a Bible publishing

company advertising a “gender
neutral” Bible (?), we are living in the
age of so-called “gender neutral”
marriages (?), we are more and more
expected by the world to be “neutral”
when it comes to morality, and now
we are even faced with brethren
among us who want to proclaim a
“neutral gospel”! They want to talk
about Christ - not doctrine. They want
to be positive in their preaching - not
negative. They want to use less
scripture in their preaching - more
emotional tales and humorous stories.
They don’t want to point out error and
false teaching - and, according to
them, only a dishonest person can be
a false teacher anyway. They expect
you to declare that you absolutely
believe exactly what the scriptures
say - but you must also be willing to
fellowship all the brethren who could
care less about what the Lord has
said. On and on and on they go, the
motor is running, but they are happy
and content to just be in “neutral”!
Do you see the point that I am trying

to make? Do you truly realize the
seriousness of this apathy and
indifference toward truth and error,
and this absolute unconcern about
whether things are right or wrong? Do
you understand the danger we face
with this lack of respect and lack of
concern for the authority of the
scriptures? We have people “among
us” whom we cannot even recognize



as being “of us”? Their conversation
and teaching has become so sectarian
and denominational that they don’t
even sound like Christians! They are
among us, but they don’t have a clue
as to what the Word of God demands
of us! They tolerate false doctrines,
they fellowship iniquity, they ridicule
those who would oppose them, and
they are being more and more
successful in leading the multitudes of
brethren down the destructive path of
sin and digression.
Brethren, we had better get in gear!

We must preach the Word - reprove,
rebuke, and exhort (2 Timothy
4:1-4). We must have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness
(Ephesians 5:6-17). We must do
everything that is possible to rescue
brethren who are overtaken with sin
and error (Galatians 6: 1-2). And we
must determine to not receive or give
encouragement to anyone who
doesn’t bring the doctrine of Christ (2
John 9-11). And having done all to
stand, we must stand therefore
(Ephesians 6:10-18).
We must have the determination that

we will not be a part of this so-called
“neutral” generation (Matthew
12:30)! The night is far spent and the
day is at hand - it is now time to wake
up, stand up, and speak up for Truth
( R o m a n s  1 3 :  1 1 - 1 4 )  ( 1
Thessalonians 5: 4-11)! You and I
are the Lord’s messengers and
servants - is He able to count on us? --
-- Via Watchman Magazine - Vol V
Number 10 October 2002

Your Preaching Is Offensive To
Me - by Tom M. Roberts

(Reprinted from Watchman
Magazine, June 1998)

“Then His disciples came and said to
Him, “Do you know that the Pharisees
were offended when they heard this
saying?” (Mt. 15:12).
The history of “speaking the oracles

of God” (1 Pt. 4:11) is a history of
controversy. There is an inimical and
hostile difference between truth and
error that is reflective of the
difference between God and the
Devil. Diametrical opposites, truth
and error will never be compatible,
nor should they be. Christians should
not be ambivalent about our attitude
toward truth and error, God and
Satan. We have enlisted in a war,
have had our weapons issued by God,
have engaged the enemy and there
can be no quarter given (2 Cor.
10:3-6; Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2
Tim. 4:7). Though the analogy of
“warfare” is figurative, the battle is
real. We are not talking about Don
Quixote tilting at windmills, as in a
farce. A spiritual battle is no less real
because it is not physical; though not
material, it is nevertheless actual.
Carnal battles maim and kill for life;
spiritual battles have eternal
consequences. Only to the ignorant
and apathetic does the fight seem
melodramatic. Only the faint-hearted
plead for peace conferences with the
enemy. Our foe is implacable,
unrelenting and without mercy. Only
the “sword of the Spirit” with all the
other God-given weaponry can
prevail against the Devil. It is wishful
thinking to suppose we will have
peace in this life.

Speaking the truth is offensive to those in error, whether they be aliens or
brethren in the Lord. Truth cuts because it is a “two-edged sword” (Heb. 4:12).
Nathan used it on David, when he said “Thou art the man” (2 Sam. 12:7).
Stephen used it on his rebellious brethren, who put him to death for it (Acts 7,
8). Paul used it on the brethren at Corinth who were in sin (1 Cor. 5). Jesus
used it through John to the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2, 3).
A sword is intended to be used. Though there are decorative swords to be worn

only at ceremonies and rituals, such is not true of the sword of the Spirit, the
word of God. The word of God is to remain unsheathed, on the attack. “Preach
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching...” (2 Tim. 4:2).

Truth Offends
Preaching the word of God is going to be offensive to many in the secular

world, no matter how loving and kind the preacher may be. One cannot expose
darkness without incurring the wrath of those who love darkness: “And this is
the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds
should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God” (Jn. 3:19-21). No matter
how genteel the preacher:
! The liquor dealer hates to hear the truth about alcohol (Prov. 20:1;

23:29-35; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:18; 1 Pt. 4:3-4).
! The pornographer will hate the truth about lust (Gal. 5:19; Eph. 5:2; Col.

3:5ff).
! The fornicator will hate those who expose illicit passion (1 Cor. 6:13, 18;

7:2; 10:8; Gal. 5:19; 1 Thes. 4:3; Col. 3:5).
Preaching the word of God is going to be offensive to many in the
denominational world:
# Catholics will hate to hear the error of Mariolatry (Mk. 3:31-35); of calling

men “Father” (Mt. 23:9); of the Mass (Mt. 26; 1 Cor. 11); of the false
organization of hierarchy (Phil. 1:1; Acts 14:23; Tit. 1; 1 Tim. 3); etc.

# Baptists will hate to hear the error of faith
only exposed (Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16;
Acts 2:38; James 2:17-26). They will also
hate to hear the error of “once saved, always
saved” exposed: (1 Cor. 10:1-12; Gal.
5:1-4; 6:1; Heb. 6:4-6; 2 Pt. 2:20-22).

# All denominations will hate to hear the truth
about unity in truth (Jn. 17:20-21; 1 Cor.
1:10ff; 2 John 9-11; Jude 3). ***
Continued In Next Weeks Bulletin ***


