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"Withdraw Yourselves" - by Dick Blackford, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Twenty Questions And Answers
one might have..... Part TWO:
! Question 13: What should be the

attitude of the one we are
seeking to restore?

! Answer: Naturally, we would
hope he would show a
w i l l n gn e s s  t o  r e p e n t .
Sometimes, though, the person
will refuse to discuss the
problem. Should elders be
forced to wait until such people
"get in the mood" to talk? That
could involve several years of
waiting. The rebellious have
long sought for ways in which
they could gain an upper hand
against the Lord. This and the
"floating membership" concept
("I never identified with that
congregation - even though it's
the only one I attend - so they
can't withdraw from me!") have
often been used. But when one
is unwilling to discuss reasons
for his unfaithfulness it is
evident that he is unwilling to
repent. His attitude should be
that recorded in Luke 15:21.

! Question 14: Is one congregation

bound to accept the withdrawal
d e c i s i o n s  o f  a n o t h e r
congregation?

! Answer: No. Each congregation
i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d
selfgoverning and cannot issue
edicts for, or receive them from,
other congregations. It could be
that a congregation has abused
the Bible's teaching on
w i t h d r a w a l .  A n o t h e r
congregation would certainly
not have to submit to that!
However, this does not mean
that another congregation's
withdrawals should be ignored.
Common sense would tell us
that an investigation should be
made. Indeed, in this age when
many church jumpers think they
have found a flaw in God's plan
and would use it to their sinful
advantage, we should be
extremely careful.

! Question 15: If one who has
"quit the church " starts
attending again, doesn't this
show that he has repented and
can be used in the services?

! Answer: The only way it might

would be if we could read the
person's mind. No one can do
that (1 Cor. 2:11) and it would
end up being a "guessing
game." A person can change his
habits without changing his
mind about past conduct. One
may commit several murders
and then decide to quit
murdering (for various reasons
other than repentance). But if he
does not repent of those
murders he committed, he is
still guilty. Cessation from
wrongful deeds does not
necessarily prove that one has
repented of them.  If a quitter
starts attending again without
letting us know in some way (a
confession) that he has
repented, and we call on him to
take part, we are acting as
though nothing happened and
may be endangering that
person's eternal welfare by
giving him a false sense of
security. The Corinthians were
rebuked for continuing to act
toward an unrepentant brother
as though nothing had happened
(1 Cor. 5). Before a man was to
be appointed as a deacon, he
was to prove himself (1 Tim. 3:
10). Again, common sense
would tell us the same thing
about anyone before he is used
for a particular work.

! Question 16: What are the
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  n o t

w i t h d r a w i ng  f r o m  t h e
disorderly?

! Answer: (1) We displease God
and place our own souls in
jeopardy. (2) We may cause
those needing correction to be
lost. (3) The congregation
becomes a haven for every
religious misfit. This happens
when people look to the church
for what they can get from it
socially. What we gain from the
church socially should come as
a by-product of being a
Christian and not be looked on
as an end in itself. (4) Respect
for the church is lost by
outsiders. The church becomes
no different than any social club
(which are a dime a dozen).
When God intervened directly
in a case of divine discipline,
the Bible says that "great fear
came upon the whole church,
and upon all that heard these
things" (Acts 5:11; also read 1
Tim. 5:20).

! Question 17: In the parable of
the tares and wheat, Jesus said
let them grow together (Mt.
13.28-30). Doesn't this show it is
wrong to withdraw?

! Answer: No. The passage is
misapplied when used this way.
In the parable, the field was not
the church, but the world. The
wheat represented those in the
kingdom and the tares were the
children of the devil. The



harvest was the end of the
world. Jesus said so (Mt.
13:36-40). We should accept
His interpretation and not our
own.

! Question 18: What should be our
attitude when the withdrawee
repents?

! Answer: Forgive him, comfort
him, and confirm our love
toward him lest he be
swallowed up with overmuch
sorrow (2 Cor. 2:5-11).

! Question 19: Do you really think
it will work?

! Answer: Whether we see
immediate results is beside the
point and does not nullify our
responsibility. If we have not
procrastinated or acted hastily,
if our attitudes are right and we
sincerely pray, there is a good
chance the erring will repent.
Even if he does not, there are
still other benefits. It will keep
the church pure, maintain its
good reputation, and draw those
who respect godliness.

! Question 20: What about those
who should have been
withdrawn from years ago, but
because of our indifference we
dragged our feet and did not do
our duty?

! Answer: We can repent and
God (who is faithful) will you
know. The one who has power
to remove a congregation's
candlestick called upon the

church at Ephesus for
congregational repentance (Rev.
2:1-7). Let us look into the
mirror of God's word and see if
one or more of those churches
of Asia does not describe us.

There is no way to change the past.
Since withdrawal is to be done
without partiality, it would be
impossible, in most cases, to go
back and rectify the situation. Some
of those people have moved away,
been restored, or died. While we
cannot undo the past, we can look
to the future with the resolution
that, beginning right now, we are
going to do what is right.

Conclusion
Perhaps the point has not been

emphasized enough that scriptural
chastening is an act of love, not
vengeance. Vengeance belongs to
the Lord. He will recompense
(Rom. 12:19). When brethren fail to
fulfill God's will, they are not
demonstrating love - but a lack of it.
"For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth" (Heb. 12:6).
Withdrawal is a means which the
Lord uses. When brethren will not
practice it they are preventing His
plan from working. It is no wonder
that there are many weak churches
and ungodly members. God's plan
for bringing His erring children to
repentance is as much essential as
His plan for alien sinners (Gal.
6:10). If a member of my family

 walks disorderly and will not repent, I want the brethren to withdraw in
an effort to save his soul. It may be unpleasant for me at the time, but I
can endure it if it will bring my loved one to shame and cause him or her
to repent. It is much better than standing in judgment, not having done the
Lord's will.
In this age of television and as the crime rate is soaring, the consciences

of many of God's children have become dull. There is not the remorse for
sin that there used to be. The senses of many are no longer shocked at the
terribleness of sin. David said: "Through thy percepts I get understanding:
therefore I hate every false way " (Psa. 119:104). If your attitude toward
sin is not the same as David's, it is time to awaken! ---- **** Via
Guardian of Truth XXX: 9, pp. 268-269, 276-277 May 1, 1986****

My Friend
My friend I stand in judgment now, And feel that you’re to blame

somehow.
On earth I walked with you by day, And never did you point the way.

You knew the Lord in truth and Glory, But never did you tell the story.
My knowledge then was very dim; You could have led me safe to Him.

Though we lived together here on earth, You never told me of the
second birth.

And now I stand this day condemned, Because you failed to mention
Him.

You taught me many things, that’s true; I called you my friend, and
trusted you.

But I learn now that it’s too late, And you could have kept me from
this fate.

We walked by day, and talked by night, And yet you showed me not
the light.

You let me live, and love, and die, You knew I’d never live on high.
Yes I called you my friend in life, And trusted you through joy and

strife. And yet, on coming to this dreadful end, I cannot, now, call you
MY FRIEND.   (Author Unknown)

EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY and NOBODY
"This is the story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and
Nobody. There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure Somebody
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about
that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realized that Everybody would not do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody, when Nobody did what Anybody could have done."


