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A True Mirror! - by  Jimmy Tuten
A recent issue of Time had an

interesting statement about the
development of a new mirror. All
conventional mirrors are reversed
and flattened making it impossible
for us to see ourselves as others see
us. Now there is a mirror available
that gives a "positive" reflection. No
longer will we (while looking into a
conventional mirror) have to see
ourselves doing things opposite to
what we are actually doing. If, for
"ample, you part your hair on the
left you will no longer see it as if it
is being parted on the right, as a
regular mirror shows it. This new
mirror is called the "Really Me"
mirror and retails for about $50.00.
What is especially interesting is that
it is estimated that "some 70 percent
of those who see themselves
positively for the first time do not
like their appearance and would
prefer an old fashioned mirror."

The Bible presents itself as a true
mirror of the soul (Jas. 1: 19-25).
"But whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed"

(Jas. 1:25). This mirror reveals man
as God sees him and gives him a
truly positive picture of the
condition of the soul. As men view
themselves in God's mirror, some
turn away with a preference for what
they wish. Because some do not like
the positive ID revealed in God's
Word, they reject that Word and
bring upon themselves swift
destruction. Why is it that most do
not like the real positive view of
themselves?

Looking at God's "glass" (Jas.
1:23) we see perfect truth and the
beauty of holiness. In contrast we
see deformity and unholiness of our
real self. Because one is simply
charmed with the truth and holiness
seen in God's word and has an
equally loathing for his own sin, he
goes away forgetting the manner of
man that he is. Sometimes there is
no real "doing" of God's will
because  looking requires
continuance. There must be an
abiding practice of God's law (Paul
calls this the working out of one's
own salvation with fear and
trembling, Phil. 2:12) that can only
result from a continued gazing into

its excellence of beauty and
knowledge, and consequent
knowledge of our own distance from
the standard of God's Word. The
Bible teaches that there is no
cleansing from sin without meeting
specific  requirements for
forgiveness and cleansing (Acts
2:38; 1 Jn. 1:7-9). Looking into the
mirror of God is like walking in the
light (1 Jn. 1:7). Looking and
walking can be discontinued, and if
we fail to be a "doer" or a "looker"
there is no blessing. One may look
into the perfect law of liberty, but
turn away tomorrow! How sad that
some of our own brethren cannot see
this, but are saying instead that a
"penitent attitude benefits from the
blood of Christ even as he sins. . . "
(Sentry Magazine, Aug. 31, 1981).
God's Word teaches that there can
be looking and not looking, doing
and not doing at the same time, no
matter what the disposition or
attitude. ". . . He being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed" (Jas. 1:25).

As you look at the mirror of God's
Word, is it the result of its charm
and novelty (as some see it), rather
than a desire to see a positive ID?
Perhaps youthful pride in
intellectual achievement blinds so
that the image is blurred. One may
desire the tenants of deno-
minationalism's creeds and
disciplines, but only God's Word can
give a positive ID of the soul. "To

see ourselves as others see us," in
the words of Robert Burns, has
always been possible. The perfect
mirror giving one a perfect image is
the mirror of God's Word. Perhaps
our real problem lies in the fact that
we do not like what we see. So, we
turn away. How sad! - *** Via -
Guardian of Truth XXVII: 20, pp.
611-612 October 20, 1983
The Mirror in the Cross - Hated

Like Jesus - By Tim Mize
The cross of Christ brings home to

us how poorly the world received
him. They did not all welcome the
words and works of Jesus Christ.
There were some, for example, who
did not appreciate him. His own
home town, and even his own
family at first, did not support him.
Many others besides would not
believe in him, support him, or
other-wise appreciate what he was
doing.

There were others, though, who
not only did not appreciate Christ,
but were suspicious of him. They
were inclined to think the worst.
Jesus, like many another soul that
has marched to the beat of God's
word alone, was thought by those in
power to be dangerous. His ways
and words denounced the status quo,
leading those who benefitted from it
the most to feel threatened. Their
initial suspicion finally led them to
oppose Christ actively. They treated
him as a hated enemy and, in the
end, nailed him to a cross.

Thus the world received Jesus,



and thus it receives his disciples as
well. Indeed, thus it has received the
servants of God from time
immemorial. This should be no
surprise. The world has trouble
loving and appreciating its own. No
wonder, then, that it cannot love and
appreciate the outsiders among it,
especially those whose very way of
life exposes and challenges it. We
who sincerely heed the call to "be
not conformed to this world" (Rom.
12:2) should not be surprised when
the world is not well pleased.
"Marvelnot, my brethren, if the
world hate you" (1 Jn. 3:13).

Those who are outside Christ
won't always appreciate you. They
won't always be fair with you. They
might even resent you, even to the
point of ridicule, physical abuse, or
worse. To compound the hurt, this
mistreatment can come from friends,
neighbors, and even family. But it is
just as Jesus said, "The servant is not
greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also
persecute you" (Jn. 15:18).

Does this mean that the righteous
will always be persecuted? No, for
not even Christ was always
persecuted. From time to time,
however, and in varying degrees,
hostility toward the faithful must be
expected.

Does this mean that every
persecuted person is righteous? By
no means. Everyone, including
ourselves, will be mistreated at
times for causes unrelated to any

discipleship to Christ. Persecution is
no sign that one is in the right. Even
the very wicked will be ill-treated at
times.

By following Christ, however, we
take upon ourselves a special
suffering that we would not have
had otherwise, when others mistreat
us because of our faith. This is a
truth that comes home to us as we
survey the cross.*** Via - Guardian
of Truth XXXVIII: 11, p. 5, June 2,
1994
The Mirror in the Cross - Christ,

Our Passover - By Tim Mize
When we remember the cross, we

remember our sacrifice. The death
of Christ is our perfect sin offering
(Heb. 9:26). His blood is the blood
of the new covenant, the sacrifice
that ratified it (Matt. 26:28). But we
see in the cross not just our offering
for sin and the sacrifice of our
covenant. We see also there our
passover lamb. "Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us" (1 Cor. 5:7).

Once a year, at springtime, Israel
used to keep the passover. Each
family would take a lamb and
sacrifice it to God. They would then
gather around and eat the lamb
along with bitter herbs and
unleavened bread.

The first passover was eaten in
Egypt. Before God sent the last
plague on the Egyptians, he told
Israel to eat this passover lamb and
to smear its blood on their
doorposts. Where God saw the
blood, he would "pass over" that

 house, and not strike it with the plague. And so, the lamb and the feast was
called "passover." Year by year they kept the feast in remembrance of their
deliverance.

Our passover, however, is no lamb from the flock. As Paul said, our lamb
has already been sacrificed (1 Cor. 5:7). Christ is the lamb that was slain.

It was no accident, but by God's holy plan, that Jesus was slain at the
passover (see Jn. 13:1; 18:28,39; 19:14). During the very season when
Israel offered its passover lambs, the true lamb of God was offered. We can
see, then, why John the Baptist said of Christ, "Behold, the lamb of God!"
(Jn 1:29,36; see also Rev. 5:9)

It was no accident, either, the occasion when the Lord gave us his supper.
It was as he ate the passover that he did so. Even as the lamb lay spread on
the table, Jesus our lamb instituted this feast. The connection is obvious.
Christ is now our passover lamb, and the supper, in a manner of speaking,
is our passover meal.

We eat this supper, therefore, in the faith that our lamb has been slain, and
the blood applied. When the great judgment comes on the world, God will
see the blood, and he will pass over us (Exod. 12:13). This we believe, and
for this we are thankful.

We eat this supper, as did Israel its passover, looking back to our
salvation. God has carried us out of Egypt. In baptism we crossed the Red
Sea (cf. 1 Cor. 10:1-2). He has freed us and made us his own. We eat, then,
remembering our salvation, and anticipating eagerly what lies in store ahead
(1 Cor. 11:26).

Our passover lamb has been offered already. It only remains for us to eat
the meal and "keep the feast" (1 Cor. 5:8). But as we do so, let there be no
leaven in our houses (Exod. 12:19). As befits those who eat this unleavened
bread, let us remove any leaven of sin that is in us. Repent, and pray God's
forgiveness. Our passover is not completed nor does it benefit unless "the
leaven of malice and wickedness" be cast out (1 Cor. 5:8).

Furthermore, we should go forth from
the table and keep the feast with the whole
of our lives. Moment by moment, we must
cast out the defiling leaven wherever we
find it. The lamb has been offered, and the
blood is on the post, but if we would be
passed over then the leaven must go.

Let us think on these things as we eat
the Lord's supper. *** Via - Guardian of
Truth XXXVIII: 14, p. 5 July 21, 1994


