
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403                              

www.winterparkcocnc.com            

Vol. 7, No. 16 Edited by John Cripps July 28th, 2019

Satan As Ruler of the Kingdoms of the World - by Walton
Weaver (Continued from Last Weeks Bulletin)

! Temptation No. 1: What would
be Jesus' personal lot during the
period of his ministry? Would
he avoid personal suffering
through the use of his special
power as the Son of God? Why
should he as the Son of God
have to suffer hunger as other
men do? Could he not avoid
such suffering through the use
of his own power as God's Son?
Satan knew that he could have
done so, and this was the nature
of the first temptation. Jesus'
response was that bread was
important, but bread alone was
not the important thing. He
would not use his divine power
to satisfy his own personal
needs in order to avoid
suffering.

! Temptation No. 2: Would Jesus
use spectacular display of
himself and his power in order
to get a following? Surely high
acclaim would have been given
him by the crowds below if only
he would cast himself down
from the highest point of the
temple and trust God to bring

him safely to the ground below.
If he would leap from the wall,
God would charge the angels to
bear him up. Such a display
would no doubt appeal to the
Messianic aspirations of the
crowds. They would likely hail
him as "he that should come."
But, again, Jesus knew this was
the easy way, and a way that
would only be chosen by one
who was determined to avoid
the way of suffering. To do
what Satan suggested would
presume upon God's favor by
putting him to a test to see if he
would keep his word. He
refused to tempt God in this
way. His spiritual ends were not
to be accomplished by
unspiritual means.

! Temptation No. 3: Would Jesus
attempt to accomplish his
mission through political
power? This was the kind of
Messiah the people had
expected and wanted. As Jesus
looked out from the high
mountain where he had been
taken, he must have looked past

the landscape to the political
kingdoms of the world and
envisioned them at his feet. At
least this was what Satan
intended for him to do. He
offered Jesus "all the kingdoms
of the world, and the glory of
them." Jesus successfully
resisted the temptation by
rejecting the devil's methods to
accomplish his mission. He
would not attempt to avoid the
way of suffering for selfish and
ambitious reasons, i.e., love of
power and a desire to rule
politically over others. He saw
that surrender to Satan in this
way would mean a divided
loyalty, and he could not
accomplish his true mission
except through complete trust in
God and service to him. This
could be accomplished only
through suffering.   In the third
temptation Satan was not
offering Jesus a way to
accomplish his true mission. He
was attempting to turn Jesus
away from that accomplishment
through worldly ambition. Jesus
could not have saved the souls
of men by establishing a
worldly kingdom. Satan did not
take him to that high mountain
to show him the souls of men
which he had come to save, but
to show him "all the kingdoms
of the world, and the glory of
them." As Luke 4:6 shows, it
was the "power" and "glory" of

these worldly kingdoms that
Satan offered to Jesus. From
that high mountain Jesus saw
beautiful lands, towns, cities,
and mountains, in addition to all
the peoples of these kingdoms,
and the temptation was to have
the authority to rule over all that
was included in these
"kingdoms of the world," and
the "glory" that would
accompany this vast political
power and all the possessions
that would come with it.

! Could Satan Have Delivered On
His Offer To Jesus? Was there an
attempt at deception involved
here? Did Satan really have the
power he claimed for himself
when he said, "I will give You all
this domain and its glory; for it
has been handed over to me, and
I give it to whomever I wish"
(Lk. 4:6, NASB)? What is the
likely answer to this question?  
J.W. McGarvey thought that
"Satan's promise to give Jesus the
kingdom, when considered in
connection with the capacities of
Jesus himself, involves no very
arrogant assumption of power."
Even though "the whole world
lieth in wickedness," it is not
because Satan exercises in any
sense absolute sway over the
world. He could not give the
domain and glory of the world to
whomever he chose, and yet this
is presumed in his offer to Jesus.
Whatever ground he has gained



in the world is not his by right.
J.S. Lamar is quite right when he
says that Satan's "suggestion
means . . . that they [the
kingdoms of the world, ww] have
been rightly delivered to him, i.
e., by Him who alone possesses
all things, and this is false." His
claim that the earth (all the
kingdoms in the world, and their
glory) had been delivered to him
was, however, partially true. This
is the meaning of those passages
we have already considered. His
claim that he could give it to
whom he willed, however, was
false. His lordship is limited in
power and duration. This means
that had Jesus met Satan's
demands he would have
conceded that he did in fact own
"all this" (power over the
kingdoms and the glory that
belongs to them) by right, and
this simply was not the case.
There is no doubt that Satan's
power is great, but there is a
greater power, and Satan's days
were numbered. So it was with
half-truth and half-falsehood, and
using the Messianic hopes of
Jesus' own people whom he had
come to save, that Satan
assaulted the integrity of Jesus in
the hope of saving himself and
his "domain of darkness" (Col.
1:13, NASB).

Satan, in other words, was inviting
Jesus to join forces with him. He
offered him authority over the

world. In making this offer was he
not hoping to retain authority for
himself in the rest of the universe?
He saw his own power being
challenged, and his offer to Jesus in
this particular temptation appears to
have been an attempt to compromise
so as not to lose his entire domain.
A part dominion was better than
nothing. McGarvey concedes that
there was a way Jesus could have
become cohort with Satan and
gained the prize offered to him. But
for this to happen it would take
more than Jesus simply surrendering
and coming under the power and
dominion of Satan. He says that "it
is quite certain that if he had
consented, and had not by this
con-sent lost the power and wisdom
which belonged to him, he could
have attained in a short time to
universal dominion" (emphasis
mine, ww). Whatever success he
would have had in this way would
have been due, not to Satan's power
alone, but to Jesus' own power and
wisdom as well. The fact of the
matter is, in spite of his bold claim,
Satan did not exercise absolute sway
over the whole world so that he
could give a major part of his
dominion away at his choosing.
Wherein Lay The Temptation?
What then was the nature and the

force of the temptation brought
against our Lord here? For one
thing, he was tempted to concede
that Satan exercised absolute
lordship in the universe. Had Jesus

 given in to worship and serve him he would have been saying by his action
that God did not occupy the position of total Lordship in the universe. John
P. Lange correctly observes, "The point of the temptation lay in the boldness
of the design   Satan spreading out all at once a rushing picture of absolute
sway over the world and of its glory, and then offering all this to the lowly
and rejected Son of David, who of right could claim all the nations of the
world as His inheritance, and the utmost ends of the world as his
possession."  Another aspect of this temptation would have been the attempt
on Satan's part to influence Jesus to establish the kingdom of Jewish
expectation by outward power and pomp. This was the very role the Jews
had expected their coming Messiah to fill. The desire Satan hoped to excite
was that of worldly ambition. If he could but divert Jesus' attention away
from his mission in the world, which was to seek and to save the lost, his
own mission would have been accomplished, and he could at least have
saved a part of the universe for himself to exercise lordship over. But Jesus
could not have established the true kingdom of God on earth had he given
in to Satan's conditions. He would only have become ruler of the kingdoms
of the world. Like the other temptations that had gone before, the attempt
here was to turn Jesus away from the accomplishment of his true mission in
the world.
But Jesus, in his resolve to accomplish his mission and to do the Father's

will, stood firm. For the third time he made a direct appeal to the word of
God: "Then Jesus said unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written,
Thou shalt worship the Lord they God, and him only shalt thou serve"
(Matt. 4:10). By using the term "Satan" Jesus exposed his true character and
showed him to be the adversary that he was. By telling him to get out of his
sight he showed both his great enmity toward him, and all the evil that he
represents in the world, as well as his resolve to withstand his appeal. The
rebellion was put down. The strong man was being cast out. God still reigns
in the universe, and Jesus surely would destroy "every rule and every
authority and power" set against God (1 Cor. 15:24). ---- Via  Guardian of
Truth XXXVII: 12, p. 22-24, June 17, 1993


