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Satan As Ruler of the Kingdoms of the World - by Walton
Weaver

When Satan told Jesus he would
give him "all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them," if he
would fall down and worship him,
it is implied that he had such
power and control over these
kingdoms and their glory, to
deliver them into his hands. What
is implied in Matthew 4:9 is
expressly asserted by him in Luke
4:6: "All this power will I give
thee, and the glory of them: for that
is delivered unto me; and to
whomever 1 will I give it."
Whether Satan actually possessed
the power and authority he claims
for himself in these passages has
been a much debated subject.

Since God himself is the
Almighty, and the Bible does not
teach dualism (that the world is
under the control of two equal
forces of good and evil, God and
Satan), Satan could have no power
except what has been committed to
him. Whatever power he had was
his only because it had been
"delivered" to him. The extent of
his rule is clearly indicated when

he is called "the prince of this
world" Jn. 12:31), and "the prince
of the power of the air" (Eph. 2:2).
In 2 Corinthians 4:4 he is called
"the god of this world." John says
that "the whole world lieth in
wickedness" (1 Jn. 5:19), and
Revelation 12:9 attributes this to
the fact that "that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, . . .
deceiveth the whole world." That
Satan does not, however, have
equal power with God is affirmed
when of Christ it is said that "one
stronger than he" had come to
"assail and overcome him" (Lk.
11:22).

A Closer Look
We will take a more careful look

at those passages just cited which
describe Satan's power in the
world.
! The Prince of this world (Jn.

12:31; 14:30; 15:10). The word
"prince" in the Bible is not used
just to refer to the heir of a king.
It is also used as a title of a
person with significant royal,
military, or other authority (see

Num. 22:15). The term was
chosen by the KJV translators to
translate more specific foreign
titles (Dan. 1:3; 3:2; "nobles"
and "satraps," NASB). At other
times the word is used to
identify a high ranking angel in
the spiritual realm. Daniel
10:13, for example, names
"Michael, one of the chief
princes," and the reference
seems clearly to be a high
ranking angel. As a high
ranking angel, Michael is also
called "the prince of Israel"
(Dan. 10:21) and the "great
prince" (Dan. 12:1). In
Matthew 12:24 Beelzebub is
called "the prince of the devils"
(better "demons," and evidently
a reference to angels who had
fallen from their high estate). In
this last passage, and in John
12:31, later versions like the
RSV, NIV, NKJV and the
NASB translate the word
"ruler," but the KJV and the
ASV have the word "prince." 
The "world" over which Satan
rules is mankind in alienation
from God. While the world
appears to be Satan's empire, or
his sphere of operation, as a
matter of fact, what he produces
in the world (sin and death)
becomes his empire. The
"world" in this ethical sense is
laden in sin and in need of
salvation. In this realm men

"loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were
evil" (John 3:19; cf. 1 John
2:15-17). Where sin reigns,
spiritual death also reigns, for
"the wages of sin is death"
(Rom. 6:23).

! The Prince of the power of the
air (Eph. 2:2). The only
difference in this passage and
the one just considered is that
the terms "the world" are
replaced by the terms "the
power of the air" (i.e., "the air"
the atmosphere around the
earth). Why this particular
mention of "the air" as the place
where Satan is cannot be known
for certain. It may mean no
more than that the air is the
place where Satan dwells as the
chief ruler, or prince, of the
demons, or evil spirits. It
probably means that the air is
the place where such spirits
live, and Satan is the prince of
all such spirits who have the air
as their place of abode. The
Jews of Paul's day believed that
the air was Satan's sphere of
dominion, and Paul evidently
teaches it as a matter of fact in
this statement. The word
"power" means rule or
dominion. Paul's point is that
Satan is the "ruler" (RSV,
NKJV, NIV) of all evil forces
who reside in the atmosphere
around the earth. Other passages



show that he, and all other
wicked spirits under his
authority, do their work in the
world, but in this passage Paul
affirms that they have the air or
atmosphere around the earth as
their place of abode. Even
Christians do not struggle
"against flesh and blood," Paul
says, "but against principalities,
against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places"
(Eph. 6:12). "Darkness" is
representative of the realm in
which these evil forces rule;
their dominion is in the area of
ignorance, superstition, and sin.
In this sense they rule over this
dark world. Their actual sphere
of operation is identified in this
passage as "in high places"
(same as 1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:18, "in
heavenly places"). Perhaps here
it means the unseen realm in the
world, including both good and
evil forces. The phrase does not
appear to be equivalent to "the
air" in Ephesians 2:2. It does
not have this meaning in any of
the other places where it is used
in the book of Ephesians.

! The God of this world (2 Cor.
4:4). Only here in the New
Testament is Satan called a
"god." All attempts to apply the
term in this passage to the only
true God rather than Satan have

proved unsuccessful and are
unnecessary. The word is a
fitting description of Satan
when it is used as Paulmeans
for it to be understood. A
similar use of the word appears
in Philippians where Paul says
of certain Judaizers, "whose god
is their belly" (3:19). Like
Romans 16:18, "for they that
are such serve not our Lord
Jesus Christ, but their own
belly," the term "belly" in this
passage is used to describe the
desires of the flesh. To serve
one's belly is to make one's
fleshly desires one's "god," or
the principle thing with him. In
this same way, when those in
the world give themselves to
serve Satan, or he becomes the
principle thing in their lives, he
becomes their god. The "world"
in this passage is humanity who
has given itself to serve Satan.
In this sense Satan is "the god
of this world."

! The Deceiver of the whole
world (Rev. 12:7). The whole
world has plunged into sin
because all those who are in the
world have been "deceived" by
"the great dragon, . . . the old
serpent, he that is called the
Devil and Satan." The latter two
terms tell us that this great
"deceiver" is man's accuser or
slanderer (the Devil), and man's
arch adversary, the one who

stands as our opponent and antagonist (Satan). The two terms describe his
true character. As the "deceiver of the whole world" it should be
remembered that ... it was by deception that the world of mankind was
plunged into sin (1 Tim. 2:14), and by which he has continued since to
control men (12:9; 20:3, 8, 10). It is by deception that false religion,
symbolized by the beast out of the earth, also gains adherents (13:14;
19:20); and it is by deception that worldliness, signified by the harlot, the
great city, seduces her victims (18:23). Expose and remove the deception
of sin and its power is nullified (Homer Hailey). **** Continued in Next
Weeks Bulletin****
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