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SIN and GRACE - by Ken Weliever, The Preacherman
(This was not the heading title of the article but I think you will understand

why I chose it. - {Emp. John Cripps}

The Bachelorette on show’s
sexual relations: ‘I can do
whatever, I sin daily and Jesus still
loves me’
In a new promotional video for

the so-called reality show “The
Bachelorette” Hannah Brown is
talking with contestant Luke
Parker, who is telling her what he
thinks about sex. “Let’s talk about
sex and how the marriage bed
should be kept pure,” Luke told
Hannah.  “Let’s say you have had
sex with one or multiple of these
guys, I would be wanting to go
home,” Luke admitted.
Apparently, Hannah, who

professes to be a Christian and was
shown praying before meeting the
bachelors, was offended by Luke’s
comments and confessed she had
“physical relations” with some of
the other contestants but said
“Jesus stills loves her.”
“Regardless of anything that I’ve

done, I can do whatever, I sin daily
and Jesus still loves me. It’s all
washed and if the Lord doesn’t

judge me and it’s all forgiven, then
no other man, woman … anything
can judge me,” Hannah told
Entertainment Weekly after the
promo aired.  “Nobody’s gonna
judge me, I won’t stand for it,” she
continued.
According to the promotional

clip, however, Hannah seemingly
sends Luke home after their “sex”
chat and even flips him off as he is
leaving. “My faith that is a big,
huge part of me and a lot of times
people get Christianity and religion
messed up,” Hannah told ET.
“Your faith should be something
personal and a relationship and it’s
not to judge others.”
Now for the record, The

Preacherman does not watch “The
Bachelorette.” In fact, I never saw
the promotional video. My source
is from an article in The Christian
Post by Charity Gibson.
Hannah’s attitude is characteristic

of many people who harbor
misconceptions, about sin, grace,
religion, and judging.

! 1) God’s grace is not a blank
check to sin.

� Hannah’s retort minds me of
the apostle Paul’s anticipated
response from his readers
when he wrote, “What shall
we say then? Are we to
continue in sin that grace may
abound?” (Romans 6:1)

� The answer. “By no means!
How can we who died to sin
still live in it.” (Romans 6:2)

While all have sinned and fallen
short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23),
the frailty of the flesh is not an
excuse to willfully and wantonly
engage in sinful practices. Planned,
persistent, and deliberate sins puts
us at odds with the plea of the
Bible to “abstain from fleshly lusts
which war against the soul” (1 Pet.
2:11).
! 2) The Bible teaches that

fornication is a sin.
� Our culture accepts sexual

relationships apart from
marriage as being normal,
expected and even healthy.
But the majority opinion is
wrong.

� Furthermore, God’s love,
grace, and mercy do not
excuse sexual relationships
outside of marriage. Hebrews
13:4 affirms that “Marriage is
honorable among all, and the
bed undefiled; but fornicators
and adulterers God will
judge.”

� Paul admonished us to “flee
sexual immorality” and says
that it is a sin that can keep
one from “the Kingdom of
God (1 Cor. 6:9-11,18).

! 3) God’s love does not ignore
our transgressions.

� Yes, God loves us. He sent
Christ to die for sins. And He
is longsuffering. (John 3:16;
Rom. 5:8; 2 Pet. 3:9). 

� But this not does mean that
God turns a blind eye to our
sins. He earnestly desires for
us to repent. To change. To be
transformed from the deeds,
desires, and deceitfulness of
this world (Rom. 12:1-2).

! 4) Religion and Christianity
are not mutually exclusive.

� Hannah’s pejorative comment
about religion is one that we
often hear. Many folks labor
under the false notion that
they can hold to some
personal faith apart from
Biblical instruction and be
pleasing to God.

� God’s Word, however, says
something about religion that
applies to this issue. “Pure
and undefiled religion before
God and the Father is this: to
visit orphans and widows in
their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the
world” (Jas 1:27).

� The religion of Christ
involves both principles and



practices that one professing
faith ought to believe and
embrace.

! 5) Not all judging is a sin.
� Accusing others of judging is

a frequent dodge to deflect the
condemnation of our sins.
Jesus commanded, “Judge
righteous judgment”(Jn.
7:24). 

� Discerning good from evil
requires judgment (Heb
5:14).

� And to obey the exhortation
“have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather expose them” (Eph
5:11) demands judging based
on God’s Word.

Let us not excuse our sins or
become slaves of sin. Rather may
we be servants of Christ. Forgiven
and free from the bondage of sin.
{Addendum to the above article -
Normalizing Sin - So much of
what is pushed in the way of
entertainment (TV shows, movies,
and other forms of entertainment)
are clearly written with the liberal
agenda of normalizing sin so that it
becomes accepted. The gospel
exposes sin. The gospel will not
allow us to accept a redefinition of
sin. What was a sin when the New
Testament was preached and
written, is still sin today. Sin was
the norm and the gospel changed
people's norm. Paul lists the things
people WERE until the gospel

changed them from the inside. (1
Cor.6:8-10). Some WERE
adulterers, fornicators, thieves,
homosexuals, but the gospel
changed their whole value system.
Their former sins were washed
away and they now worked to
"expose the unfruitful works of
darkness" (Eph.5:11). Sin had
corrupted them, but the gospel
began destroying their former way
of thinking and living. The gospel
does not leave us the same. But,
the cares of the world can "choke
the word out" (Luke 8:14). When
entertainment chokes out the word
in our hearts, we begin to again
accept the normalization of sin. Sin
begins to reign again, and Jesus
holds a lesser position in our
thinking. We need to let Jesus'
"government and peace increase
more and more" (Isa.9:6f), and
"abhor what is evil"(Rom.12:9).
Don't get lulled back into the
world's normalization of sin. Sin is
still the world's greatest problem,
and Christ is still the answer. If
that is not your conviction, we
would like to study with you.
(Emp. JC}

GEORGE
WASHINGTON

 - {As we approach the 4th of July
and the celebration of America’s
Independence Day - I thought this
tid-bit of historical information
may be of great insight into George

 Washington’s thinking}
It may come as a surprise to many to know that George Washington was

twice baptized. According to his mother's Bible, he was baptized
(Christened by Sprinkling) when he was not quite two years old… This
baptism was in the orthodox Episcopal manner, and when he reached the
age of thirty - three he took an oath to conform to the doctrine of the
Church of England. 

  During Washington's life a strong wave of
evangelicalism swept the Methodist and Baptist
faiths, and it was during this period that he
remarked to John Gano, Chaplain in the
Continental Army, “I have been investigating the
Scripture and I believe immersion to be the baptism
taught in the Word of God, and I demand it at your
hands. I do not wish any parade made or the Army
called out, but simply a quiet demonstration of the
ordinance.” {Is it not interesting that anyone who
investigates the Scriptures will come up with the

truths revealed therein - Emp. JC}
  Accordingly, George Washington was immersed in the Potomac in the
presence of forty-two witnesses.
  John Gano was, at the time, a Baptist Minister and remains so all his
life. His son, also named John, became a preacher in the Church of Christ
in the early days of the Restoration Movement, and his son R.M. Gano,
became a highly successful and popular preacher. He was an early leader
in the church in Dallas and is said to have baptized 1000s of converts in
his long ministry.
The sources for the above article come from a couple different sources:
! News From Home, 50 Maiden Lane, NY, NY, vol. V, No. 1, 1994

(reprinted by Philip L. Young, 304 N. Garfield St., Oblong, IL 52449
! 1932 was the Bicentennial of George Washington's birth and created

a fair amount of research and publication of facts regarding his life.
! Charles Edward Thomas published the first account of the baptism in

the "Delta" magazine in August of 1932. Time Magazine picked up
the theme and published an article about it on Sept. 5, 1932 and this
in turn became the spark that led Ira Boswell to write a further report
with information he gathered in an article in the "Christian Standard"
dated Oct. 15, 1932. James H. Childress reviewed all the articles in
the "Firm Foundation" Vol. 50, No. 15, April 11, 1933, p. 1,3


